
“Positioned for Purpose”
Genesis 40

Main Idea: Wherever you are, God can position you for his purpose.

Ways to participate in God’s purpose, wherever you are:
Giving your best, wherever you are, positions you for God’s purpose (1-4).

Joseph, even in prison, was positioned for purpose; however, the only way that the 
keeper of the prison could recognize Joseph’s ability and would give Joseph responsibility was 
that he saw Joseph’s character and his capacity in his attitude and actions. Joseph, even in 
prison, gave his best to whatever he was given to do. Just as in Potiphar’s house, as Joseph 
gave his best from the Lord, the Lord blessed what he did and used Joseph’s efforts to position 
Joseph where he needed to be to fulfill God’s purpose in his life. In this case, God’s blessing of 
Joseph’s efforts placed him in the position of caring for two of Pharaoh’s men who had been put 
into prison with Joseph. Today, nothing has changed. As Paul said in Colossians 3, “whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus (17);” and “whatever you 
do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men (23).” Giving your best to the Lord, wherever 
you are, is always a part of participating in his purpose.
1. Put yourself in Joseph’s position. Would it have been easy to do your best in the prison jobs 

you were given? Why, or why not?
2. From Genesis 39 and 40, what effect did Joseph’s efforts have on those around him? How 

does it affect you to see someone doing their best? How does it affect you to see someone 
not doing their best? What kind of witness does your effort give for our Lord?

3. Where you are right now, how do you struggle to give your best? If so, why? Encourage and 
pray for one another.

Caring about others, whoever they are, positions you for God’s purpose (5-7).
The importance of what Joseph does next can’t be overstated. In doing his best in the 

role that he had been given, Joseph didn’t disconnect his task of serving from those he served. 
Joseph revealed that he cared about others. He was sensitive to the needs of the two men that 
he served in prison. In realizing that they were concerned, Joseph didn’t ignore their feelings, 
but he asked them about what was wrong. This wasn’t a part of Joseph’s job description. He 
was responsible for these two prisoners, but he wasn’t responsible to care about these two 
prisoners. Joseph’s concern for these men and his willingness to ask about their well-being was 
important, because it opened the door for Joseph to participate in God’s purpose.
1. Where you are right now, who are some people that God has connected you to in your life, 

work, etc.?
2. Are there any people that you struggle to care for because of who they are and what they 

do? What are some practical ways that you can allow God to prepare your heart to care for 
others? What are some practical ways that you can show others you care?
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3. Pray for the individual(s) that God has laid on your heart. What can you do to express your 
care for them this week? Discuss, and commit to follow through in the coming days.

Pointing others to God, however you can, is a part of God’s purpose (8).
Joseph’s care for these two men did something wonderful, which was that it opened the 

door for Joseph to share his faith and his God with these two men. When presented with the 
reality that dreams had upset the men, Joseph jumped on the opportunity. He pointed the men 
to the reality that God was the one who gives the interpretation of dreams, and Joseph — 
obviously relying on God for the interpretation — invited the men to share their dreams with him 
so that God could provide them with the interpretation of their dreams. Today, this pattern of 
participation in the purpose of God hasn’t changed. Caring for the people that our paths cross in 
life always provides opportunities to point those people to God. Whatever the need or concern, 
God is always the source of what meets the need and calms the concern.
1. Think through the situations that have upset the individuals you’ve identified — or perhaps 

yourself! Make a list of the types of problems that the situations involved. For each item on 
the list, discuss how you could use that issue to point them to God.

2. Do you find it easy to point others to God in everyday conversations? Why, or why not?
3. How can your small group help you learn how to point others to God and help you grow in 

your courage and faithfulness to point others to God. What would that look like on a weekly 
basis in your small group?

Sharing the truth, including both good or bad news, is a part of God’s purpose (9-19).
Finally, as the men shared their dreams one at a time, Joseph was faithful and 

courageous to share the truth. The first man’s dream led to a good interpretation. The cupbearer 
would be restored to his position by the king! However, the second man’s dream didn’t lead to a 
good interpretation. In fact, it led to a horribly bad interpretation, pointing to the reality that when 
the cupbearer would be restored, the baker would be executed by Pharaoh. Joseph had to 
share the truth about the death sentence that the baker would receive. Nothing was easy about 
that, and although it would have been easy for Joseph to not share that information, Joseph 
shared the truth. God’s purpose for the church today is participation in the gospel mission of 
Jesus: To make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:16-20). That work demands the proclamation of 
the gospel, which is the message of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus for the salvation 
of all who believe. The good news of Jesus requires the bad news of why we need Jesus. 
Sharing the hope of Jesus demands sharing the reality of the death sentence all receive 
because of their sin. There’s nothing easy about sharing the truth, but God’s purpose for us 
demands the courage to share the truth, including both the good and bad news!
1. If you had to share the interpretation of the baker’s dream with him, how would that have 

made you feel? Why?
2. Why is sharing the truth important, even when those who hear the truth may not like it and 

even want to hear it?
3. Read Romans 10:9-17. Discuss what these verses say. What is the importance of hearing 

the truth in connection to these verses? Can you communicate the good news? What is it? 
Can you communicate the bad news? What is it?

4. Close in prayer, asking our Father to strengthen us in Christ to share the words of Christ in 
love and truth this coming week.
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