
“Making Lemonade”
Genesis 39

Main Idea: God is with you wherever you are, bringing blessing and purpose to life.

Reminders about what the presence of God can do:
God’s presence can bring God’s blessing anytime and anywhere (1-6a).

Did Joseph end up in Potiphar’s house by chance or by luck? In the opening verses of 
Genesis 39, God answered that question definitely, and the answer was “no!” How do we know?
Because Joseph wasn’t alone in this difficult journey in his life. The Lord was with him! In fact, 
God’s presence was with Joseph in such a way that revealed his presence to others. Potiphar 
even realized that the Lord was with Joseph. He could tell that God’s blessing was on Joseph, 
and he could see the result of the presence of God in Joseph’s life in the way that Joseph lived 
his life. As a result, Joseph brought the blessing of the Lord to Potiphar’s house, which led to 
Joseph being elevated quickly into a place of leadership in the house of Potiphar. What an 
amazing turn of events in the life of Joseph, and what a powerful reminder to us today that 
God’s presence can bring God’s blessing anytime and anywhere.
1. God is omnipresent, which means he is present everywhere. But what is the significance of 

the fact that God was “with” Joseph? What does it mean for God to be with you in this way? 
How does that happen, and what are some of God’s promises for his presence today?

2. What do these verses reveal about God’s blessing? What does that look like? Does God’s 
blessing only mean success in all we do? Why, or why not?

3. Encourage one another by taking time to share how you see the presence and blessing of 
the Lord in each other’s lives.

God’s presence is with those whose hearts are for him (6b-9).
The real question related to the presence and blessing of God in Joseph’s life is why? 

Why was God blessing and using Joseph in this way? God had future purposes in mind, but the 
current blessings from the presence of the Lord in Joseph’s life were the result of Joseph’s heart 
for the Lord. Joseph’s obedience to God flowed from a deep desire to honor and glorify God. 
Joseph put the Lord first in his life, and this reality was demonstrated in a dramatic way in the 
moment in Joseph’s life that these verses captured. Potiphar’s wife had attempted to seduce 
Joseph, but Joseph had resisted. Why? Part of the reason was his loyalty to his earthly master 
— Potiphar had treated Joseph well and had entrusted Joseph with everything that he owned — 
but the more important reason was Joseph’s loyalty to his true master. Ultimately, Joseph didn’t 
want to sin against the Lord. In this moment of temptation in his life, Joseph revealed his true 
heart for the Lord, and that’s why God was so powerfully with him.
1. What did Joseph’s response reveal about his integrity as a man of God?
2. What did Joseph’s response reveal about his desire for the glory of God?
3. Where is your heart in relationship to the Lord? Do you desire to honor him above 

everything else? Do you want your life to bring him glory in all that you do? Discuss. Pray.
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God’s presence doesn’t mean that unfair things won’t happen (10-20).
Joseph did the right thing, and everything went wrong. Potiphar’s wife — finally 

frustrated and angry with Joseph’s refusals — made up a story about Joseph attacking her! The 
story stuck. Who would believe the slave over the master? So in an instant, Joseph lost all that 
he had been given in Potiphar’s house. In fact, Joseph was thrown into prison all because of the 
lie of Potiphar’s wife. From a legal perspective, none of this was fair or just. From a personal 
perspective, everything that happened to Joseph in this situation was unfair and unjust. So what 
happened? Did God’s presence disappear? Did God’s blessing vanish? Joseph reminds us 
today that God’s presence — and even his blessing in our lives — doesn’t mean that unfair 
things won’t happen.
1. Joseph did the right thing, and he got punished for it. Has this ever happened to you? 

Share. Why does this still happen in the world today?
2. Have you ever been falsely accused and unjustly punished? Who in the New Testament was 

falsely accused and unjustly punished? Pray for believers around the world who treated 
unfairly, asking our Father for endurance, forgiveness, and faith.

God’s presence can bring God’s blessing anytime and anywhere (21-23).
Once again, things came full circle in Joseph’s life. Joseph was handed lemons one 

more time, and in his continued faithfulness to the Lord, Joseph experienced the Lord making 
lemonade in the sour situation in his life. While in prison, God was with him. While in prison, 
God blessed Joseph, and as in Potiphar’s house, now the prison guard realized the presence of 
the Lord with Joseph. The prison guard saw the blessing of the Lord in Joseph’s life, and 
Joseph was given responsibilities and freedoms that brought blessing and purpose to his life — 
even in prison. This cycle in Joseph’s life is a cycle worth noting, and the reminder of this cycle 
in Joseph’s life should remind us today that when you are God’s, he is with you wherever you 
are, bringing blessing and purpose to life.
1. Has God ever given you the strength to trust and honor him through an unfair circumstance 

in your life? Discuss, and give thanks.
2. Has God ever taken what you thought was an awful situation and ended up using it for good 

in your life? Share, and celebrate.
3. Do you know someone who needs to hear this story of Joseph? Make a commitment to 

share the story with them this week (Maybe pass along the sermon audio from the church 
website, as well as a copy of your notes.). Take time to close in prayer, praying for the 
people that you will share with this week and thanking the Lord for his presence and 
blessing in your lives.
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