
“Never Dreamed”
Genesis 37:1-11

Main Idea: God works out his plan for his people in ways we would never dream.

Ways we would never dream that God would work:
God can use imperfect people to work out his perfect plan (1-4).

The story of Jacob is an important and long story in the book of Genesis, and the story 
of this patriarch includes a powerful story connected to his sons. Joseph, his youngest son, is 
the center of this story revolving around Jacob and his sons, and the opening verses of Genesis 
37 reveal a less than perfect picture in the house of Jacob. From the report of Joseph to his 
father, we know that Joseph’s brothers weren’t making good choices. We don’t know the details 
of the bad report, but we do know that it was bad and not good. Whatever they were doing — or 
weren’t doing — his brothers were less than perfect. Then we’re told that Jacob himself wasn’t 
perfect in the way that he displayed his affections to his sons. Joseph was his favorite son, and 
Jacob made his affections clear in the favoritism that he showed Joseph, which caused obvious 
problems in the relationships between Joseph and his brothers. In all of these facts, we see a 
picture unfolding of the fact that God had chosen and was using a father and sons who were 
less than perfect in order to work out his perfect plan for his people.
1. Why do you think God told us that Joseph brought a bad report concerning his brothers? 

What does this reveal about Joseph? What does this reveal about his brothers?
2. Was there anything wrong with Jacob displaying his favoritism of Joseph? Why? How did 

Joseph’s brothers react to their father’s favoritism? Have you ever been on either side of the 
coin of favoritism in a family?

3. How do these facts about the imperfections in Joseph’s family encourage you? Why do you 
think God decided to use an imperfect family to work out his perfect plan?  

God can use people who hate his plans to accomplish his loving plan (5-8).
Who would have dreamed that God would use a dream to begin to reveal his plan for his 

people? But he did! Joseph had a dream that seemed to imply that all his brothers would bow 
down to him. For whatever reason, Joseph shared his dream with his brothers, and the 
revelation of his dream was received by his brothers about like we’d expect. His brothers were 
offended at the dream. Would they really bow down and serve their younger brother? In their 
minds and hearts, the answer was a clear “no!” They hated the idea that they would bow down 
to Joseph, and they hated Joseph for sharing his dream with them. What they didn’t realize, 
however, was that this dream was God’s plan, unfolding before their very eyes. What they failed 
to understand was that God would use even their hatred of his plan to accomplish his loving 
plan of salvation for them. It’s amazing what God can do!
1. Read verses 5-8. What surprises you about Joseph and/or his brothers in these verses?
2. Have you ever felt hatred and jealousy towards someone else? Have you ever been the 

recipient of hatred that came from the jealousy of someone else? Share, and discuss.
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3. In what you know about the story of Joseph and his brothers, how can you see God at work, 
using even the hatred of Joseph’s brothers to accomplish his plan for his brothers through 
Joseph? How does this remind you of the gospel?

4. As the church, where do you see hatred against God’s plan in the world? How should we 
respond to that knowing what we know about God’s power to use people who hate his plan 
to accomplish his loving plan for his people?

God can use choices the world calls unwise to fulfill his choicest plan (9-11).
After the reaction of his brothers to his first dream, it’s difficult to understand why Joseph 

would have shared his second dream with them. But he did! The second dream went over about 
as well as the first dream. Moreover, the second dream included not only Joseph’s brothers but 
also his father and his mother. His father even scolded him for sharing the second dream, but 
unlike his brothers, his father didn’t grow hateful and jealous of Joseph. In fact, while his 
brothers grew more jealous, his father grew thoughtful, considering and thinking about what 
Joseph dreamed. From the world’s standpoint, Joseph’s decision to tell his brothers about the 
second dream was less than wise. Their reaction was predictable. The fact that they would grow 
in their jealousy and hatred of Joseph was something that just about anyone could have seen 
coming. So why did he tell them? What would be the outcome of a choice that the world would 
call foolish and unwise? Ultimately, the wisdom of God would be the outcome. God’s choicest 
plan for his people would be the result of Joseph’s choice that the world would call unwise.
1. Do you think the world would call Joseph’s decision to share his second dream with his 

brothers and father unwise? Why, or why not?
2. What do you learn about Joseph from the fact that he shared his second dream with his 

brothers and father?
3. Does the world think it’s wise for us to share God’s truth about the sin and judgment? Does 

the world think it’s wise for us to talk about the gospel? Why, or why not? How does 
Joseph’s example provide a model for what we should do with the truth that God has given 
us in his Word?

4. Who do you need to share that truth with this week? Pray for them, and pray for each other 
for the courage to do what the world calls unwise.
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