
Family Discipleship at FBC St. Francisville
Selected Passages

God’s plan for the family is foundational to his purpose in creation.
Before Israel was named and the covenant was established, God established the family.

Before the gospel was proclaimed and the church was created, God established the family.
The family was foundational to fulfilling God’s purpose in creation. Men and women created in
the image of God were called to be fruitful and to multiply, filling and subduing the earth.
Today, we must hold onto the importance of God’s plan for the family. The church is where
marriage between one man and one woman must be proclaimed and protected. The church is
where the family must be preserved and promoted. If God’s plan for the family is foundational
to his purpose in creation, then the family must be foundational in our church.

1. In what ways do you see the family as foundational in our church?
2. What are some ways that we can improve our focus on the family in our church?
3. Do you think age segregated ministry helps or hurts a family focus in our church? Why?

From the very start, Satan launched an all-out attack on marriage and the family.
Satan’s attack on Adam and Eve not only affected their relationship with God, but their

sin affected their marriage and their family. Difficulty and pain entered into their lives. Sin
spread into the lives of their children. It’s only logical! If the family is foundational to God’s
purpose in creation, then Satan wants to destroy the family. Today, we must understand the
strategy of the enemy. Our families need to be grounded in God’s Word to fight against the
attack of the enemy who questions and distorts God’s Word. The family is under attack, so we
need our families equipped to defend their faith and to protect hearts in their homes.

1. What does Bible study look like in your home? Share experiences and ideas with one
another on how to encourage studying God’s Word in our homes.

2. How is Satan questioning and distorting God’s Word today as it relates to family? How
are you equipping your family to defend their faith against these attacks?

3. What role does the church play in equipping and strengthening our families?

The family is foundational to God’s plan of redemption.
- The family is foundational to God’s plan to grow faith in the next generation.
- God’s plan of redemption was fulfilled through a family, and God’s work of redemption

often flows through a family.
As God’s plan of redemption unfolded, the family was at the center of his plan from the

very beginning. Even under God’s covenant with Israel, the primary responsibility for passing
on faith to the next generation was placed in the home! This makes the most sense since the
home is the place with the most influence, time, and relationships needed to impact the next
generation. Under the New Covenant through Christ, the family remained at the center of God’s

Sermon - May 30, 2021 1



redemptive work. It was through a family that the redeemer, Christ, entered the world, and it
was through a family that God’s way of redemption for all families of the earth was revealed.
Today, nothing has changed when it comes to the importance of family in passing on God’s
work of redemption from one generation to the next. Our families are where God wants this to
happen in our church. Sunday School, Awana, Bible Studies, VBS, and every other activity is
good, but it’s no replacement for the discipleship that happens in the home, where God’s Word
can not only be taught but also watched in the lives of mothers and fathers and brothers and
sisters in our homes.

1. Make an honest assessment of discipleship in your homes. Are you outsourcing the
primary discipleship of your children to the church? Are your expectations of the
church’s responsibility and your responsibility biblical? Use Scripture to discuss.

2. If the church can’t replace discipleship in the home, what can it do to encourage and to
support discipleship in the home? What can our church do to help our families grow in
Christ together and learn from one another about family discipleship at home?

3. What is the benefit of generational connections between families in our church? Why is
it important for senior adults to know and to invest in the younger generations? Why is it
important for our younger generations to know and to learn from our senior adults?
What’s the benefit of our children and youth being connected in meaningful,
discipleship relationships with other generations and other families in our church?

God works through the family to build up his family of faith, the church.
- Rather than replacing the family, the church complements and extends the family.

Just as the Old Testament didn’t replace God’s foundational role for the family, the New
Testament doesn’t replace God’s foundational role for the family either. Instead, Jesus made it
clear that God’s design for the church is that it would complement and extend the family of a
believer! Today, this is our heart for our church! We want the family to be foundational at FBC
St. Francisville, and we want the church -- our faith family -- to complement and to extend our
families at home. By God’s grace, the church provides spiritual mother and father figures when
those are absent in the home. By God’s grace, the church provides brothers and sisters who
strengthen and encourage us as we walk and grow in the Spirit. For all of this to happen, our
church must focus on the family and be focused on being a faith family.

1. How well is our church structured to encourage family and intergenerational
connections? What are some ways that we could encourage these connections in our
small groups, serve opportunities, fellowships, etc.?

2. What are you doing to pursue relationships in the church? How are you opening up your
life and your family to your brothers and sisters in Christ? What are the risks? What are
the benefits?

3. Will you pray weekly for families in our church and for stronger faith-family connections
for our church? Discuss prayer plans, and pray!
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