
The Family of Faith
Matthew 12:49-50; John 1:12-13; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Timothy 5:1-2; 1 John 3

Main Point: Rather than replacing the family, the church complements and extends the family.

Ways that the church complements and extends the family:

Believers are connected as the family of God through faith in the Son of God (Mt.
12:49-50; Jn. 1:12-13).

When Jesus was told that his earthly family was outside attempting to speak to him, he
made a profound statement about his family. His statement wasn’t intended as disrespectful or
dismissive of his earthly family. It was intended as an encouragement to his followers and as a
statement about the reality of God’s grace in those who trust and obey the Lord. Jesus stated
that his family was not only Mary and his brothers who were outside, but his family was also all
who obeyed his Father. The siblings and family of Jesus included the faithful followers of the
Lord. In the Gospel of John, the Lord affirmed this reality in a beautiful way when he revealed
the truth that all those who believe in Jesus are counted as children of God! Through the grace
of God, there is a spiritual birth and adoption that takes place, making believers the children of
God and connecting believers together as family through a shared faith in Jesus. The church
doesn’t replace the family, but by God’s grace through Christ, it extends the family!
Relationships in the church are intended to complement God’s design for the family.

1. Read Mt. 12:49-50. How do these words of Jesus strike you? What’s the significance of
the eternal truth about relationships that Jesus is pointing to in his statement? How do
these words encourage you and strengthen your family?

2. Read Jn. 1:12-13. What does adoption mean? How does this happen in God’s family
according to these verses? When did this happen in your life? Do you see yourself as
one of God’s children? Do you see other believers as God’s children? How should this
affect our relationships?

3. Do you have a brother or sister in Christ that you need to talk with to either forgive or
ask forgiveness from? Are you estranged from someone in the church because of
something that’s happened in the past and that went unaddressed? What do you need
to do this week to try to make things right?

The church is intended to function as the family of God (Acts 2:42-47).
The first picture of the early church is a beautiful picture of what can be described

rightly as the family of God! Believers and their families gathered daily in homes. They
committed themselves to the apostles’ teachings, listening to, discussing, and living God’s
Word. They worshiped together in their homes, singing and praising God with grateful hearts
for his grace and salvation through Jesus. They broke bread together, and they ministered to
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one another, meeting each other’s needs as only a family would and could. The picture of the
church in Acts 2 is deeply personal. It’s deeply familial. It’s the children of God acting like the
family of God, honoring and serving their Heavenly Father. Their lives and their families had
been joined together by God’s grace for God’s mission, and they displayed this reality by
functioning as a family, caring for one another as they worshiped and served their Lord.

1. In this picture of the early church, what general characteristics do you see and
experience in our church still today? What’s different, and why?

2. Is your experience with your church family deeply personal and familial? If not, why not?
Is that because of others or because of you? How does your small group play a role in
developing family in the church?

3. What are the risks of opening up to really share life and care for one another in the
church? What are the benefits? What’s God’s desire?

Relationships in the church should reflect God’s design for relationships in the home (1
Timothy 5:1-2; 1 John 3).

In Paul’s pastoral epistles to Timothy, God provided a wealth of information related to
leadership for the church and relationships within the church. Not surprisingly, Paul advised
Timothy to interact with church members in ways that reflect God’s design for respectful, family
relationships. Timothy and other church leaders were to see members in light of their
relationship to them within the family of God. What a powerful reminder! When all of sudden
older ladies are treated as mothers and older men as fathers, the dynamic of the relationship
changes. When young ladies are treated as sisters and younger men as brothers, the nature of
the relationship changes. In other words, the reality of love, respect, care, commitment,
forgiveness, and interest that should exist in a family should also exist within relationships in
the family of God! The apostle John, in his first letter, also emphasized the familial relationships
that should exist within the church as a whole. Not only should leaders see members through
the lens of family, but members should also see and treat one another through the lens of
family. God’s design is that the church would reflect relationships -- by his design -- within the
family.

1. Discuss how viewing others through the lens of family changes the dynamics and
nature of relationships. How might it change the way you view those older, younger,
etc.?

2. Do you see others in the church through the lens of family? In practical ways, what does
this mean in the way that you should pray for them and disciple them? What does it
mean for the way that you should open yourself up to being discipled by others? What
does it mean about the resources of extended family that the Lord’s given your family?
Are you taking advantage of this gift of family in the church that complements and
extends your family?

3. Break into groups of three or four, and pray for our church, asking the Lord to grow and
mature us as the family of God, strengthening familial relationships in our church for his
glory and work in our families!
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