
Building Up The Family of Faith
Luke 2:22-52; 2 Timothy 1:5; Ephesians 5:22-6-4

Main Point: God works through the family to build up his family of faith,  the church.

Examples and marks of God working through the family to build up his family of faith, the
church:

Jesus' parents were examples of faithful obedience to God's word that helped lay the
foundation for the family of faith (Luke 2:22-52).

From the very beginning, Jesus' parents were faithfully obedient to God's commands
for their life as a family. On two occasions in Luke 2, God blessed and used that faithfulness to
point others to Jesus as the long-awaited Christ, as the Savior and Redeemer, as the one who
would become the cornerstone of God's family of faith, the church. The first occasion was with
Simeon and Anna when the infant Jesus was brought by his parents to the temple in Jerusalem
to complete the requirements of the Law related to the purification of a woman after giving birth
and the redemption of the first born. The second occasion was when the 12-year-old Jesus
was brought by his parents to Jerusalem to observe the annual Feast of the Passover. The
family of Jesus reminds of the importance of faithful obedience in the lives of believing parents.
Their obedience is essential to laying the foundation and leading their children to obey.

1. Read Luke 2 :22-38 and discuss how God blessed and used the faithfulness of Jesus'
parents to point others to Jesus as the Christ.

2. Read Luke 2:41-50 and discuss how God blessed and used the faithfulness of Jesus’
parents in allowing Jesus to be "in my Father's house.”

3. Share stories of family members who were faithful in bringing you or other family
members to "God's house.”  How faithful are you in this habit of gathering together with
God's family for worship and bible study? How can you be more faithful in this habit in
your family?

4. Read Luke 2 :39-40 and 51-52 and discuss what Luke indicated was the impact of
Jesus' parents being faithfully obedient to God's word.

Timothy was an example of generational faith that helped build up the family of faith (2
Timothy 1:5).     

It’s never been easy to live in or to grow up in this world after the fall of Adam. But in
every generation, there have been faithful families who trusted in and lived by God’s promises.
One of those good families in ancient Rome was the one in which a boy named Timothy was
raised. When he was growing up he faced the same things other children faced, but he had an
advantage — he was raised in a home where he was exposed to God’s covenant truths. It
wasn't a perfect home, as it appears his father was an unbeliever, but that did not stop his
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mother and grandmother from living their faith and nurturing that faith in Timothy. Timothy’s
family reminds us that even in the church, God’s design for generational faith in the church
starts at home.

1. Read 2 Timothy 1:5 and discuss what Paul seemed to know about Timothy's faith. Do
you consider your family a family of faith? How are you taking the time to instill faith in
the hearts of your children or grandchildren? How are you making it a matter of priority
to teach your children or grandchildren that God can be trusted?

2. Read 2 Timothy 3:14-15 and discuss what Paul seemed to know about Timothy's
childhood training. How important is the study of God's word in your family? How could
you make improvements in this area?
                                                   

The church doesn't replace the family; rather, it marks the family as foundational to
God's redemptive work through the church (Ephesians 5:22-6:4).

This passage is set in the context of Paul encouraging believers to imitate God like
loving children (Eph. 5:1) and summarizing the spiritual tools we are given by God, imagined as
a suit of armor (Eph. 6. 11-12). Paul uses the word "church" four times as he speaks to family
roles viewed from the perspective of being members of God's family of faith, and it is only from
that perspective that the call for submission, love, respect, and obedience truly make sense.
From that perspective, we can see that the church doesn't replace the family; rather, it marks
the family as foundational to God's redemptive work through the church.

1. What is the biblical definition of church?
2. Read Ephesians 5:22-33 and name the two family roles that are described. When were

these roles established by God? How have these roles been confused by the world?
3. How is the word "submit" given a different meaning from the world's view in this

passage by its connection to Christ and the church?
4. How is the word "love" given a different meaning from the world's view in this passage

by its connection to Christ and the church?
5. Read Ephesians 6:1-4 and discuss how the biblical relationship of child to parent is

summarized here.
6. How can you be more faithful to the biblical model of family, as brothers and sisters in

the family of faith that is the church? Who can you reach out to this week to invite to
become part of — or return to active participation in — the family of faith? Pray for
God's leading and your obedience in that area this week.
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