
“Building from the Top Down”
Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38; Acts 10:24, 44-48; 11:11-14 & 16:25-34

Main Point: God’s plan of redemption was fulfilled through a family, and God’s work of redemption often
flows through a family.

Realities about God’s plan and work of redemption through the family:
Jesus, the son of God, entered the world through a family, displaying God’s grace and faithfulness
in his plan of redemption (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38).

The genealogies of Jesus are important. In a wonderful way, they display God’s grace and
faithfulness through the generations to bring about his plan of redemption through his son, Jesus. In
Matthew, the focus is on the legal right of Jesus to sit on the throne of David. This genealogy lists the
lineage of Joseph, the husband of Mary, to whom Jesus was born. It traces Joseph’s line back through
King David to Abraham, all within the family that God had established his promise! Since Joseph was not
Jesus’ biological father, his adoption as Joseph’s son overcame the problem of the curse of Jeconiah on
the royal throne (Jer. 22:30). Jesus had the legal right through Joseph and the paternal bloodline of God,
qualifying him for the throne of David! In Luke, the focus is on the lineage of Jesus through Mary, which
connects him on the maternal side with the bloodline of King David. This genealogy traces back through
Abraham to Adam, establishing the beautiful connection of God’s grace and faithfulness to fulfill his
promise in Gen. 3:15. In every way, Jesus was confirmed as the son of God, the promised Savior of
God’s people, and his identity was proven through his family. His incarnation was possible through a
family!

1. Some argue that the different genealogies in Matthew and Luke show that these aren’t accurate
genealogies. Some suggest that they are only theological genealogies. How does the very words
of Scripture in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 refute these claims? How does God’s Word make it clear
that one is focused on the line of Joseph and that the other is focused on the line of Mary?
Discuss the significance of this paternal and maternal history.

2. How do you see God’s grace through the names in the genealogies? Glance through, and share
stories of grace in the lives of those in the lineage of Jesus?

3. How do you see God’s faithfulness through the names in the genealogies? What’s significant
about the record of Jesus’ lineage going back to Abraham and even to Adam?

4. How does the genealogy of Jesus remind us of the importance of family in God’s plan of
redemption?

God’s plan of redemption for all families of the earth was revealed in a family (Acts 10:24, 44-48;
11:11-14).

After the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the church was born. In Jerusalem
at Pentecost, the promise of the Holy Spirit was fulfilled, and God’s plan of redemption through the blood
of Jesus Christ was proclaimed. Persecution in the early church pushed these early believers outside of
Jerusalem and into Judah and Samaria. Eventually, just as Jesus had told his disciples, the gospel
began its move to the ends of the earth! Remember, God’s promise had always been to the nations. His
promise through Abraham was eventually a promise to bring blessing to all the families of the earth! Acts
10 documents this pivotal moment in the early church, as the gospel moves to the Gentiles and the
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church recognizes God’s expansion plan of redemption. But how did God choose to reveal this plan of
redemption for all families of the earth? He revealed it through a family! Cornelius had gathered his
household together to hear the gospel that Peter preached. Cornelius had led his family to this moment
that God would use to pour out his grace through Jesus on the Gentiles just as he had on the Jews. God
used Cornelius to save him and his household and to remind his people that his plan of redemption was
for all families of the earth. God’s plan of redemption was still being revealed in a family!

1. Some argue that household salvation (which is the idea that God promises to save the entire
household through a believing parent) is promised by this passage -- and others -- in Scripture.
What are some passages that would refute these claims of a promise of household salvation?
Research, and discuss. What about Jesus’ words in Mt. 10:34-36?

2. The promise to Cornelius was specific to him and to his family. It was purposeful in God’s
revelation of his plan of redemption for families from all nations. What does it reveal, however,
about God’s priority and focus on the family in his redemptive work?

3. Do you have any family members who aren’t saved? Share, and pray for your families.
4. How can God use you to lead your children or grandchildren to hear the gospel?

God often uses the leader of a family to lead the family to faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 10:24,
16:25-34).

Just as God used Cornelius to save his family, God also used a Philippian jailer to lead his family
to saving faith in Jesus Christ as well. Acts 16 records this moment in history. The Philippian jailer would
have killed himself after the prisoners were set free, but Paul and Silas were there to answer his question:
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They responded, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household!” The jailer believed, and then he took Paul and Silas to his house, where they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all of his household. Like Cornelius, God used the jailer’s
leadership in his home to lead to a moment where the entire household could hear the gospel and by
God’s grace be saved through faith in Jesus! Again, God was at work, extending the promise of the
Messiah to families of all nations. Again, God was focused on the family. Again, God was using parents
and grandparents to plant and to grow faith in the next generation. God’s plan of redemption often uses
the leader of a family to lead the family to faith in Jesus Christ.

1. How did parents or grandparents impact your story of God’s salvation through faith in Jesus?
Share your testimonies. Perhaps there were other parents or grandparents that God used in your
life. Share those stories too.

2. Both Cornelius and the Philippian jailer remind us of the importance of spiritual leadership in the
home. If you are a parent or grandparent, how are you intentionally leading your family to faith in
Jesus Christ?

3. How do these family faith accounts from God’s Word emphasize the role of the family in
generational faith even with the church under the new covenant? Thank God for our families, and
ask God for leadership in our homes that leads the next generation to Jesus!
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