
“Cracks in the Foundation”
Genesis 3-4

Main Point: From the very beginning, Satan launched an all-out attack on marriage and the family.

Ways that Satan attacks and sin affects marriage and the family:
If God says it, Satan denies it (Gen. 3:1-5).

Before Eve was created, God commanded Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil (Gen. 2:16-17). God warned Adam that he would die if he disobeyed and ate from the fruit
of this one tree. After Eve was created, she and Adam were together in the garden and were near this
one forbidden tree, and Satan came and spoke to Eve. His words were completely the opposite of God’s
words. Adam was there, but apparently, he didn’t correct Satan or try to reinforce what God said.
Satan’s denial of God’s truth planted the seed of doubt and temptation into the heart of Eve. His attack
was on Adam and Eve. His goal was to destroy what God had created. Satan’s tactic is still the same
today. If God says it, Satan denies it. This is the easiest way to identify the words of the tempter today. If
it doesn’t align to the Word of God, then it is the lie of the enemy.

1. Adam had received the commandment directly from God, yet he didn’t open his mouth to argue
with Eve’s decision or the words of the tempter. Have you ever kept your mouth closed when
someone said or suggested something that you knew didn’t align with God’s Word? If so, why?

2. What are some lies of the enemy that are popular today? Make a list, and identify verses or
passages that reveal the truth about these lies.

3. If knowing God’s commandments is critical to discerning the lies of Satan, what does that tell us
about the importance of studying and learning God’s Word? What does your commitment to
Bible study look like? If you are married, how do you study God’s Word as a couple? If you have
children, how are you studying God’s Word as a family? Why are these things important?

Satan attacks and sin affects marriage (Gen. 3:6-19).
- Shame, fear, blame, and pain entered the marriage relationship (2:25; 3:7-19).
- God’s grace entered the marriage relationship (3:20-21).

Satan’s attack wasn’t just on Eve. Adam was with her, and God had made them one! They were
married, which means that Satan’s attack was on both Adam and Eve. His attack was aimed at
destroying Adam’s and Eve’s relationship with God, and the attack would also affect their relationship
with each other. It would affect their marriage. Both of these results were realized when Adam and Eve
sin, disobeying God and eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. As soon as sin entered
their lives and the world, everything changed. They immediately felt self-conscious and shameful. They
immediately feared their Creator, and they wanted to avoid the God who so lovingly and personally made
them. As God came to them, they began the blame game, casting blame on the Tempter and on the
other. The result of sin was all of these things as well as the pain and difficulty that entered their lives and
the world because of their choice. All of these things were deserved, but what wasn’t deserved was
God’s grace. In response to Adam’s and Eve’s sin, God offered forgiveness. God sacrificed an animal
and covered their shame. Satan still attacks and sin still affects marriage, but God’s grace is still offered!

1. Since Satan only spoke to Eve, how was Satan’s attack against marriage? Does Satan still desire
to destroy individuals and marriage? Why? How?
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2. Review the effects of sin that are revealed in Adam’s and Eve’s relationship with God. Have you
experienced these things as a result of sin in your life? Review the effects of sin that are revealed
in Adam’s and Eve’s relationship with each other. If you are married, have you ever experienced
these things as a result of sin in your or your spouse’s life?

3. Do you know of any married couples who are struggling right now with the results of sin? Don’t
share names, but commit to pray for the couple(s) who are on your heart. Pray right now in your
group for marriages in our church.

4. How did God display his grace to Adam and Eve? How does God’s grace in Genesis 3 point
towards God’s grace to us in Christ?

Satan attacks and sin affects the family (Gen. 4).
- Jealousy, hate, selfishness, and arrogance entered family relationships (4:1-5, 8, 17-24).
- God’s grace entered family relationships (4:6-7, 9-15, 25-26).

Satan’s attacks didn’t stop at Adam and Eve, but he continued attacking their family, which
included their two boys, Cain and Abel. Sin affected their family, as jealousy and hatred emerged in the
heart of Cain towards his brother Abel. Hatred led to murder, and in the generations of Cain’s offspring,
the effects of sin continued, culminating in Lamech, who selfishly added to God’s design for marriage --
marrying two women -- and who arrogantly bragged about revenge and murder that exceeded the evil of
Cain. From the very beginning, Satan’s attacks and sin’s effects have impacted the family, yet God’s
grace entered the story of the family too! With Cain, God graciously came to Cain to convict him of his
sinful heart towards Abel and to warn him of Satan’s attack that would harm and destroy him. Even after
Cain murdered Abel, God came to him to confront him in his sin and to even protect his life! God’s grace
saved Cain’s life and still allowed Cain to participate in God’s plan for being fruitful and multiplying.
God’s grace was displayed yet again in Cain’s story when he provided Adam and Eve with another son,
who they named Seth, as well as when he continued to work in hearts to draw men and women to look
to him and to call on his name. Satan still attacks and sin still affects family, but God’s grace is still
offered!

1. It doesn’t take long into the story of Adam’s and Eve’s children to see that Satan was still
attacking and sin was still affecting their family. What does this tell us about sin in human life?

2. In Chapter 4, does the story of sin in this first family get better or worse? Does it move from sin
to less sin or from sin to more sin? What does this tell us about our sin and human nature?

3. Sin disconnected the first family, and sin distorted the very foundation of the family: Marriage.
How does sin still do this to families and to marriages? Why is this still Satan’s plan? Do you
know any families who are under Satan’s attack and the effects of sin? Pray for them, and pray
for an opportunity to point them to God’s grace.

4. How did God display his grace to Adam and Eve and to Cain? How does God’s grace in Genesis
4 point us to the desperate need for a Savior?
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