
“Building the Home”
Deut. 4:1-10; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21

Main Point: The family is foundational to God’s plan to grow faith in the next generation.

Ways the family is seen as foundational to God’s plan to grow faith in the next generation:
Parents must protect their faith and pass their faith to their children (Deut. 4:1-10).

In this message of Moses to the people of Israel, the command of the Lord was two-fold. First,
parents and grandparents -- the spiritual leaders of their families -- were called to protect their faith.
God’s command to every parent and grandparent was to “keep your soul diligently.” Why? So that they
won’t forget all that the Lord had done for them and so that they would protect faith in their hearts. There
was another purpose in this first command. The first command was essential for parents to follow if they
were to obey the second command, which was to “make them (all that the Lord had done and
commanded) known to your children and your children’s children.” Even after the law was given and the
priesthood was established in Israel, Moses reminded the parents that it was their responsibility to pass
on their faith to their children and grandchildren. God’s design for the family had not changed after the
covenant was established. The family was still foundational to God’s plan to grow faith in the next
generation.

1. What does it mean to “keep your soul diligently?” How are you doing this in your life?
2. Why is forgetting about God and all that he’s done so dangerous? How does this happen?

What’s the role of Bible study in the home and weekly commitment to the church in protecting
against forgetting? Who do you need to encourage with these truths this week?

3. How do parents and grandparents “make known to...children” all that the Lord has done and
commanded? What’s the biggest challenge in teaching your children or grandchildren about the
Lord? How are you doing this in your family? Pray for our parents and grandparents to protect
their faith and to pass on their faith to their children.

Parents must walk and talk their faith at home to pass their faith to their children (Deut. 6:4-9).
How should parents pass their faith to their children? Perhaps they should send them to Moses

for instruction, or maybe they should enroll them in a private Jewish school? No, God’s design was
simpler and more effective: Teach them at home! Moses continued to emphasize the importance of the
family in generational faith when he gave Israel one of the most important and most familiar confessions
of faith and commands for their homes. Moses reminded Israel that God was one, and he reminded
them that they should love the Lord with the entirety of their being! If they love the Lord and the
commands of the Lord were on their hearts, then Moses gave them instruction on what that should look
like in their homes. In short, God’s people should have homes that are identified by the Lord, saturated
with the Word of the Lord, and ordered in obedience to the Lord. What a simple and effective plan for
passing on faith! For generational faith, God’s design was to use the people and the place that had the
most direct and continuous influence on the next generation: The family and the home! Today, nothing
has changed. The most effective place for passing on faith to the next generation is the home, where
parents can walk and talk their faith every minute of every day.

1. Why do you think God started with a reminder of who he is and a command to love him
completely? Why is this critical to faith and to passing on faith to the next generation?
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2. In the picture of the home in these verses, list the ways that God calls his people to walk and
talk about him at home. In a practical sense, what would these things look like in our homes?
What things are you doing well in your home? What are some things that you could strengthen in
your home to pass on your faith to your children or grandchildren?

3. Why is the family the optimal relationship and the most effective place to plant and to grow faith
in the hearts of the next generation? Take time to discuss and then to pray for families in our
church.

Father’s must nurture the faith of their children for spiritual growth (Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21).
Even under the new covenant, God’s design for generational faith didn’t change. Within the

context of the church, Paul’s instruction was consistent with God’s design for passing on faith under the
old covenant. The expectation in the church was that parents would still assume the responsibility of
walking and talking their faith at home, and that the primary work of passing on faith to the next
generation would happen through believing parents in the home. In fact, in the New Testament, the
primary leadership for this responsibility is consistently placed on the fathers in the home. In Ephesians
6, God commands fathers to “bring them (their child(ren)) up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
In the language of the New Testament, this word for “bring up” means to nurture to maturity or to
nourish, in the sense of properly feeding them. In other words, father’s are to take ownership of the
spiritual growth of their children, making sure that they are getting spiritual nourishment that is leading to
spiritual maturity in the Lord. Two aspects of this disciplining work of the father includes “discipline and
instruction.” The word for discipline is applied to the raising of a child through instruction and correction.
The word for instruction carries the meaning of warning and counsel. In other words, the father is
commanded to be actively involved in the raising of his children in order to pass on his faith to them.
He’s also to do this -- as Eph. 6:4 and Col. 3:21 remind us -- in a way that doesn’t provoke and
discourage his children. A father’s discipline and instruction in the Lord is to come from a heart of love.
What an important call from God to fathers in their homes!

1. This is one of the primary commands in the New Testament to fathers in relationship to bringing
up or raising their children. What does that say about the importance of this in the role of a
father? Share some good stories of how fathers (or father figures in the absence of a believing
father in the home) have done this in your life.

2. Study the word discipline. What does biblical discipline look like? Why is this important for
father’s to do in their homes? How does discipline relate to learning about the Lord and
relationship with him?

3. Study the word instruction. What does biblical instruction look like? Why is instruction, warning,
and counsel important in growing faith in the life of a young person?

4. How can father’s do what’s needed today to bring up their children in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord without provoking them to anger and discouragement? Share, and then
pray for our fathers and father figures in our church.
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