
Growing Faithfulness
Selected Verses

Main Point: By the Spirit, the faithfulness of the Lord can grow in your life.

God is faithful, totally true and trustworthy to his people and to his Word (Exodus 34:6;
Psalm 33:4, 100:5, 117:2).

God’s faithfulness is an essential attribute of who God is. In the language of the Old
Testament, the word translated as faithfulness carries the idea of certainty, truth, or
trustworthiness. God’s faithfulness means that he is trustworthy. Also, God will always act in
truth, which means that we can trust who he says he is and what he says he will do. God is
faithful, and his Word reveals some important aspects of his faithfulness. First, God’s
faithfulness is unchanging and eternal. In all his words and work, God is faithful. From
generation to generation, God is faithful. Forever and ever, God is faithful. These truths are
incredibly important for our faith today! Our faith is grounded in the faithfulness of God. His
faithfulness makes our faith certain. His trustworthiness gives us a reason for full and complete
trust. His truth helps us understand what his faithfulness means in our world and in our lives.
Praise God that he is faithful!

1. Why is God’s faithfulness so important to our faith?
2. How does his Word display his faithfulness through the generations? How does your

testimony confirm his faithfulness?
3. What would it look like to model God’s faithfulness in our relationship to God; in our

marriages; in our relationships with each other; etc.?

God’s faithfulness extends to blessing, life, judgment, and discipline (Psalm 25:10, 40:11,
96:13, 119:75).

God’s Word reveals that God’s faithfulness extends to every aspect of our lives. His
blessings when we trust and obey the Lord are sure. His faithfulness is the very thing that
sustains our lives and our faith. His faithfulness is what makes the final and righteous judgment
of the Lord certain. His faithfulness is the reason for his discipline that brings about growth in
his children. His faithfulness is what ensures our salvation by grace through faith in his Son
Jesus Christ. We could go on-and-on, but the key for us to remember is that God’s faithfulness
brings certainty into our faith. We can trust and know what God will do. We can trust and see
what God is doing. We can trust God’s Word because God is faithful to do what he says he will
do. We can trust God, because his Word reveals his faithfulness to his people from creation to
the cross to the consummation of his Kingdom through Christ.

1. How does God’s faithfulness in blessing encourage your faith? What about his
faithfulness in life, judgment, and discipline? Why is God’s faithfulness in all of these
areas -- and more -- important?

2. How have you experienced the faithfulness of God in blessing and discipline?
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3. For our relationships with others and especially in our families, why is growing in and
modeling God’s faithfulness important, especially for parents and grandparents?

God’s faithfulness isn’t negated by our unfaithfulness (Hosea 4:1; Romans 3:3).
In God’s indictment of his people through the prophet Hosea, the Lord pointed to the

unfaithfulness of his people. Unfaithfulness is a sin. At the most basic level, our sin is an act of
unfaithfulness to the Lord. We choose ourselves and our way rather than God’s way. We fail to
do what we know we should do for the sake of ourselves or others but at the expense of the
Lord. Israel’s unfaithfulness went so far to worship other gods. This is the reality of who we are
as sinners: Unfaithful. But through Hosea, the Lord made his way from the indictment and
judgement to the declaration of hope and redemption. Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, God
would display his faithfulness. In the New Testament, Paul points to this same reality as he
addresses the sinfulness of all people. Without God’s faithfulness, there would be no hope of
redemption, but because God is faithful -- even when his people are not -- there is a certain
hope! What an incredible gift the Lord gives through his faithfulness that isn’t negated by our
unfaithfulness.

1. How has God remained faithful despite your unfaithfulness at times? Encourage one
another with a few testimonies of God’s faithfulness through your unfaithfulness.

2. How does modeling God’s faithfulness impact our work of the gospel in our community
and to the ends of the earth? How does it impact your heart towards those who need
God’s grace through Christ?

God’s faithfulness is desired and can be produced in our lives by the Spirit (Matthew
23:23; Galatians 5:22).

There aren’t many verses in the New Testament that mention faithfulness; although,
there are many that point to and reveal this attribute of God. However, in the verses that do
mention faithfulness in the New Testament (other than in Romans 3), the focus is on the
application of faithfulness in the lives of God’s people. In Matthew 23, Jesus brought an
indictment on the scribes and Pharisees. There were many things that they were guilty of
before the Lord; however, one of those things was their neglect of modeling God’s faithfulness
in their service to the Lord. The scribes and Pharisees were good at going through the motions
of faithfulness to God through tithes and offerings, but they failed at living out the more
important heart of their faith before God, displaying justice, mercy, and faithfulness for God
and to God. Faithfulness was what God desired, and by God’s grace through the gift of the
Holy Spirit, his faithfulness is possible in our lives. God can grow us in his faithfulness so that
we can model his faithfulness, growing in faithfulness in our relationship with him and others
and to his Word in our lives.

1. Are you giving the most attention to the weightier matters of the heart or to the outward
practice of the faith (attending church, giving, etc.)?

2. Why are the outward things easier? What does it require to focus on the inward things?
What are some specific ways that your small group can help each of you focus on the
development of the fruit of God’s faithfulness in your lives?

3. Break into small groups of 2 to 4, and close in a time of prayer, praising God for his
faithfulness; asking him to grow his faithfulness in your lives; and committing to tell at
least one person about God’s faithfulness this coming week.
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