
“Household Identity”
Ephesians 1:1-2

Main Idea: Your identity in the household of God comes from the Son of God: Jesus Christ.

God’s will determines our roles in his household (1a).
Scripture doesn’t tell us when or even if Saul’s name changed to Paul. Perhaps he was

always referred to by either name, or perhaps the Lord changed his name at some point that
wasn’t recorded in Scripture. All we know from Acts 13:9 is that Saul was also called Paul, but
there is an undeniable change that Scripture records. Prior to Paul’s conversion and
immediately following his conversion, Scripture refers to him using the name Saul. However,
after Acts 13:9, he is identified by the name Paul, except for recounting his conversion
testimony in Acts 22 and 26. While “Saul” identified his life when he was an unbeliever who
persecuted the church, “Paul” identified his life as a believer who was persecuted for the
church. Paul’s name was connected to a life that had been radically transformed by the gospel
and was compellingly driven by the work of the gospel.

Paul was also an apostle, which was a special title in the early church connected to
those men who were personally called and sent by Jesus. Unlike the other apostles who were
disciples of Jesus prior to his death and resurrection, Paul encountered and was personally
called by Jesus after his resurrection and ascension, when the Lord appeared to him on the
road to Damascus. Paul was a messenger of Jesus Christ, sent by the Lord to preach the
gospel and to make disciples of all nations. This wasn’t Paul’s choice. It wasn’t even his desire
prior to his call. Paul’s identity in the household of God as an apostle was God’s will. In the
language of the New Testament, the word “will” points to what God desires and has
determined. It’s God’s decision for his desired purpose. God picked Paul and called Paul. Paul
recognized that God’s will determined his role in the household of God.

Today, this is still the reality in God’s household. Children don’t pick their role in the
house, they are born into it. A young child doesn’t make his/her own decisions, parents are
responsible for those decisions. The desire of the parent drives the medical and educational
decisions for the child. The purpose of the parent gives the child his/her role in the chores and
structure of the home. The child’s responsibility is to obey. When we are born-again through
faith in Jesus Christ, we are adopted into the household of God. We become God’s children.
God’s design for life in the home reflects the more significant reality of life in his household.
He’s our heavenly Father, whose will is to be done on earth as it is in heaven. His desire and
purpose drives our roles in his household. Our responsibility is to obey.

1. What’s the testimony connected to your name? When people say your name in
connection to you, are they thinking about a life that’s been transformed by the gospel?
Why, or why not? There’s nothing more important, so how can we live and talk to others
everyday in a way that will reveal who we are by God’s will?
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2. If you used verse 1 as a template to introduce yourself to one another, what would
identify your life based on God’s will for your role in his household? (For example, I
could say the following: “I’m Joel, an elder in the church of Christ Jesus by the will of
God.”) Share and encourage each other in the ways you see God’s will for the roles
each of you have in God’s household. Perhaps this will also be a time to help someone
realize the role God is calling them into!

God’s grace grounds our identity in his household (1b-2).
● Believers are saints: Set apart and made holy (1b).
● As saints, believers should be faithful to Jesus (1b).

Paul wrote to the believers in the church in Ephesus, and he called them “saints.” In the
language of the New Testament, the word for saint is the word for holy. Paul told the believers
that they were the holy ones whom God set apart and consecrated to himself. According to the
Bible, the term saint isn’t reserved for a special class of believer who has attained a level of
holiness that most will never taste. Rather, the term saint is applied to each and every believer
who has been saved by God’s grace, covered in the righteousness of Christ, and set apart for
the purpose of the Lord. Believers are saints, Set apart and made holy! Paul also pointed to the
reality that he was writing to the saints in Ephesus who were faithful to Jesus! This should be
the reality of every believer who is a saint. The life of a true believer should display faithfulness
to the Lord Jesus Christ. As saints, believers should be faithful to Jesus. These truths led Paul
to end his introduction with a prayerful blessing, asking for the Lord’s grace and peace in the
lives of the Ephesian believers. Paul’s blessing reminds us that God’s grace is foundational not
only to establishing our identity in his household – with God as our Father – but also to
maintaining and growing our identity in his household as his children and his saints.

1. Do you think of yourself as a saint? Why, or why not? What should the answer to this
question be based on who God defines us as – his children and his church – in
Scripture? Review Acts 9:13, 9:32, 26:10; Romans 1:7, 8:27, 12:13, 15:25-26, 15:31,
16:2, 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:2, 14:33, 16:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1;
Colossians 1:2; Philemon 1:5; Hebrews 13:24; and many more!

2. Use blueletterbible.org to do a word study on the word “saint” in Ephesians 1:1. What
does it mean? What does this mean for your identity and the way you live your life?
How can we help each other pursue living in a manner worthy of our calling?

3. In general, what does it mean to be faithful? Apply this to your faith in Jesus Christ. Are
you living faithfully for Jesus Christ? If not, take time to confess your sin, ask one
another for prayer, and seek the Lord together to strengthen your faithfulness to Jesus.

4. Why is grace not only important in establishing our faith and identity in Jesus but also
important in grounding and growing us in Christ? Are you grounded in the grace and
peace of God your Father the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, praise the Lord for that today. If
not, turn to the Lord Jesus Christ!
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