
“Transformed Will”
Galatians 2:20

Main Idea: Willfully live by faith in Christ, for Christ.

Essentials for a transformed will:

Personally identify with the crucifixion of Christ (2:20a).
There’s a real change that happens when a person is reborn spiritually. Repentance and 

faith in Jesus leads to a literal connection to Jesus in the life of a believer, and Paul understood 
that one of the most important things about that connection was that the crucifixion of Jesus for 
sin now applied to his sin. Thankfully and joyfully, Paul could exclaim that he had been crucified 
with Christ! Wrapped up in those words was the incredible proclamation that Paul’s death 
sentence for his sin had been served in Christ. Paul’s sins had been atoned for because of the 
sacrifice that had been given through Christ. This spiritual reality is essential to the life of a 
believer. Personal identification with the crucifixion of Jesus is where the confidence of 
forgiveness is found. It’s where the seed of transformation of the believer’s will is planted.
1. “I have been crucified with Christ.” Discuss what these words mean.
2. Why is it important that a believer personally identify with the crucifixion of Jesus?
3. When did this reality become something you really understood in your life?

Confidentially embrace the death of your old self (2:20b).
Paul’s personal identification with the crucifixion of Jesus implied that Paul had in 

someway died. In fact, this is his next exclamation. Paul stated that it was no longer he who 
lived. Because of Paul’s identification with the crucifixion of Jesus and his obedience to the call 
of Jesus, Paul’s former life had been crucified. He understood the reality of what Jesus said in 
his call for a disciple to take up his cross and follow (Mt. 10:38). He understood the truth of what 
Jesus stated in the exhortation to lose your life in order to find your life (Mt. 10:39). Paul 
embraced these words of Jesus in a tangible way in his life. He saw his life before Christ as 
dead, and he saw something fundamentally different with his new life. It’s no longer just Paul 
who is living! Confidentially embracing the death of your old self is essential to transformation of 
your will, allowing God to change your old will into a new will that desires and does the things of 
God.
1. “It is no longer I who live….” What is Paul’s point in this statement? What’s the significance 

of what he said? How is this possible?
2. Describe yourself before you repented and believed in Jesus. What are facts about your life 

now that point to the reality that your old self died?
3. Are there things in your life that are dead and need to be removed? Share, and pray for one 

another.
4. Why is embracing the death of your old self important in the transformation of will?
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Thankfully accept your new life in Christ (2:20c).
How did Paul’s life change? If it’s no longer he who was living, who was living and giving 

life to Paul? Paul’s answer is profound: It’s Christ who is living in him! Just as Paul’s faith meant 
his old, sinful life had been crucified with Jesus, his faith also meant that his new, redeemed life 
had been resurrected with Jesus. Paul’s life had fundamentally changed. He had been born 
again, and now his life didn’t just include him. Paul’s life included Jesus. Jesus was Paul’s life! 
Jesus was the one bringing life to Paul and living through the faithfulness of Paul. Jesus was the 
one transforming the will of Paul so that the life of Paul looked more like Christ. What an 
incredible gift! Paul thankfully accepted what God gave him by grace through faith in Jesus. 
Finding your identity in Jesus is essential to new life in Christ that transforms your will to desire 
and to do the things of God.
1. “…but Christ who lives in me.” What does Paul mean? How is this possible?
2. If Christ is living in the life of a believer, what should that mean for the will (desires and 

intentions or decisions) of a believer?
3. How is Paul’s understanding of the crucifixion and death of his old self connected to the bold 

announcement of his life in Christ?
4. Have you thankfully accepted your new life in Christ? How should Christ living in your life 

impact your identity and affect your will? Does it? What’s critical to allowing Christ to live 
richly in you?

Willfully live by faith in Jesus (2:20d).
- Who loves you.
- Who gave himself for you.

Because Paul knew and accepted the fact that his life was now hidden in Christ, he 
made a final statement about the way that he lived. Paul said that the life he now lived in the 
flesh, he lived by faith in Jesus! In other words, Paul didn’t live by sight. He lived by faith. It 
didn’t matter if he felt like Jesus was with him or if he felt he was a new creation that day. 
Because Jesus had said that he was with him until the end of the age, Paul believed! Paul lived 
by faith and not by sight, and his faith was in a person: Jesus Christ the Son of God. Paul 
mentioned two important things about Jesus, which was that Jesus loved him and that Jesus 
had given himself for Paul. These two facts are incredibly comforting and encouraging. The 
object of Paul’s faith was reason or motivation for Paul to decide and commit to live by faith. 
Because Jesus loved Paul and gave himself to give Paul life, Paul would live by faith in Jesus! 
Living by faith is foundational to God’s work in transforming your will to desire and to do the 
things of God.
1. What does it mean to live by faith in Jesus? Are you living by faith in Christ? Share, and 

discuss how your small group can help in encouraging and accountability for living by faith in 
Jesus.

2. Why do you think Paul mentioned that Jesus loved him? Why did he mention that Jesus 
gave himself for Paul? How should these facts impact your motivation to live for Jesus?

3. This week — in practical terms — what does it look like for you to live by faith in the Son of 
God? Discuss. Be specific in making plans to live by faith in Jesus this week.

4. Do you know someone who needs new life in Christ? Do you know someone who needs to 
know that Jesus loves them and gave himself for them? Pray for that in their lives, and pray 
for yourselves to be bold and effective in letting Christ live richly in you in what you say and 
what you do.
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