
PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Preparation - Draw names or assign reading parts for the Scripture passages. Have someone 
responsible for distributing and for giving direction on placing the manger figures, if you are 
using the manger as part of the Christmas program. Decide on who is leading this time of family 
worship, and that person can read the commentary as desired. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

Commentary - For generations, the people of God had been waiting for their King. They knew 
that a child would be born who would rule on the throne of David, and his government and 
kingdom would have no end. God’s faithful were faithfully waiting, longing for the coming of their 
Lord, knowing from his name that he would be Emmanuel, God with us! 
 
Read Isaiah 9:6-7 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Sing - “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Commentary - It was not only known that the king would be born, but it was also known where 
the king would be born: In the town of Bethlehem. Bethlehem, which means the house of bread, 
was the place where Ruth found food, her future husband, Boaz, and where she gave birth to 
the grandfather of king David! Bethlehem was also the place where the long awaited king would 
be born, who was the bread of life! 
 
Read Micah 5:2 – But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days. 
 
(Children help) 
Stable is put out. 
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Sing - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 
 
Commentary - Finally, the time had come for the long-awaited king to arrive. Angels had 
announced the birth of Jesus to his mother, Mary, and to her husband to be, Joseph. The baby 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and would be called Jesus, which comes from the Hebrew 
name Joshua, meaning the Lord saves. Jesus was going to save his people from their sin! 
 
Read Luke 2:4-5 – And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
 
(Children help) 
It’s time for Mary, Joseph, and a donkey to be added to the stable. 
 
Read Luke 2:6-7 – And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
(Children help) 
Now Baby Jesus in the manager can be put in the stable. 
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Sing - “Away In a Manger” 
 
Away in a manger 
No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Lay down His sweet head 
 
The stars in the sky 
Look down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 
The poor Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 
 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side 
'Til morning is nigh 
 
Sing - “Silent Night” 
 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
'Round yon virgin Mother and Child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Commentary - The birth of Jesus may have taken place on a dark and quiet night in 
Bethlehem, with only the sounds of the night and the animals in the manger, but there was so 
much joy in heaven it burst out of the darkness in glorious light in the fields outside of 
Bethlehem, proclaiming the birth of the Savior and giving God praise and glory for his goodness 
towards mankind. 
 
Luke 2:8-14 – And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
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the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 
(Children help) 
Put out an angel (or more if you have them). 
 
Sing - “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly, sweetly through the night 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their brief delight 
 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
 
Sing - “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim: 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Luke 2:15-20 – When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in 
a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
(Children help) 
Shepherds with sheep put out. 
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Sing - “The First Noel” 
 
Noel, Noel 
Noel, Noel 
The First Noel, the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
Noel, Noel 
Noel, Noel 
 
Sing - “Joy to the World” 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 – Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
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Sing - “We Three Kings. “ 
 
We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain 
Following yonder star 
 
Oh, star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy perfect light 
 
(Children help) 
The wise men can be creatively put wherever. 
 
Commentary - At the perfect time, the Lord faithfully fulfilled his promise. He sent his Son, 
Jesus, the King of creation and the Savior of the world. Jesus was born in that manger in 
Bethlehem, so that he could be our Savior. Human and tempted like we are in every way; 
however, Jesus never sinned. He conquered sin for us, doing what we could never do, so he 
could go to a cross and be sacrificed for our sin, paying the penalty for sin that we owed, which 
is death! Jesus paid it all so that we might be redeemed under the law, forgiven and adopted 
into God’s family as sons and daughters of the King! Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, who 
came to make it possible for us to be with God! 
 
Galatians 4:4-5 – But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 
 
Sing - “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
O come and behold Him, born the King of Angels 
 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
Close in Prayer 
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