
“Omnipresent”
Selected Verses

Main Point: God is omnipresent: He is the all-present God of all.

Implications of God’s omnipresence:
God’s omnipresence means…

God sees and hears everything (Genesis 16:13; 21:17).
In the two passages surrounding these verses in Genesis, God is revealed as the God 

who is everywhere and who cares about everyone. Hagar is only a slave in the house of 
Abraham, and while she’s been treated harshly by Sarah and then by Abraham, she’s not been 
left alone by the Lord. In a beautiful display of God’s love and care, he reveals his presence 
everywhere in being there for Hagar when she and Ishmael are all alone. She comes to know 
that even in the wilderness when all alone, God is the God who is there and who sees and 
hears. One of the wonderful truths about God’s omnipresence is that his presence everywhere 
means that he is aware of what’s happening everywhere.
1. Read the passage around Gen. 16:13. What encourages you most about this story of God’s 

presence with Hagar?
2. Read the passage around Gen. 21:17. What encourages you most about this story of God 

hearing Ishmael and Hagar at this point in their lives?
3. Discuss the implications of God seeing and hearing everything? How is this an 

encouragement in your life? How is this a motivation for you?

God is present whether you sense his presence or not (Genesis 28:16).
As Jacob was traveling, sleeping one night with a stone for a pillow, the Lord revealed 

himself to Jacob in a dream. Upon waking up, Jacob made an astounding statement. He said 
that the Lord was there but that he had failed to realize it! When Jacob had gone to sleep, 
everything was normal, but when he woke up, he had a profound sense of the presence of the 
Lord. What had changed? Jacob’s comment pointed to the reality that God was present all 
along! Jacob had missed the presence of God until God’s presence was revealed to him in the 
dream. What a powerful reminder that God’s presence isn’t dependent on our experiencing his 
presence in some profound way. God is always present, whether we feel or sense his presence 
or not.
1. Why do you think Jacob said that initially he didn’t realize that God was there? When are 

you most likely to forget, to ignore, or to question the presence of God?
2. Jacob’s dream made the presence of God crystal clear to him, but the dream wasn’t what 

manufactured the presence of God with him. Do you agree with this interpretation of the 
story? Why, or why not?

3. In what ways do we try to manufacture the presence of God? What’s dangerous about 
looking for an experience or feeling to confirm God’s presence?
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God can reveal himself to anyone, anywhere (Joshua 2:11; Acts 17:27).
Rahab was a Gentile in the pagan city of Jericho, and the people of God had not even 

made it to their city yet! However, the testimony of God through his people had spread and the 
presence of God in Jericho had led to not only fear in the hearts of those in the city, but also to 
faith in the heart of Rahab! Faith doesn’t happen without the presence of God at work in the 
heart of an individual. Rahab’s life had been touched and impacted by her Creator, and she 
didn’t even know it. In the New Testament, the apostle Paul understood this wonderful reality 
about the presence of God. Among the philosophers at Mars Hill, Paul reminded them that the 
God who created everything is present, and in fact, he’s not far from anyone who will seek and 
search for him! Because God is omnipresent, he is able to reveal himself to anyone, anywhere.
1. How does the story of Rahab in Joshua 2 encourage you when it comes to God’s presence?
2. How is the passage in Acts 17 connected to what happened in Rahab’s life?
3. How does God’s presence provide motivation and confidence for our gospel mission?

You can’t escape or hide from the presence of God (Jonah 1:3; Psalm 139:7-10).
It should go without saying, but it’s important to say: If God is everywhere, then there’s 

no-where that you can go to get away from the presence of God! The prophet Jonah learned 
this lesson the hard way. He didn’t want to do what God had called him to do in going to preach 
repentance to the cruel pagans in Nineveh. So, he tried to run away from God. Finding himself 
in the belly of a fish in the sea, Jonah was reminded that he couldn’t run away from the God 
who is everywhere. He should have known better. God’s omnipresence wasn’t a mystery, and 
years earlier the psalmist had recognized that reality as well, proclaiming in Psalm 139 that 
there was no-where on earth — even to the grave — where he could escape or hide from the 
presence of the God who is all present!
1. Have you ever tried to run or hide from the presence of God? Share, and discuss.
2. Do you know someone who is trying to run from the Lord in their lives? How could you 

encourage and challenge them with Jonah’s story and Ps. 139?
3. Take time to pray for those individuals that they will stop the insane effort to run from God 

and that they will find redemption, rest, and refuge in his presence.

God’s presence empowers his people (1 Corinthians 12:4-6; Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-19).
While it is true in a general sense that God is everywhere and that all people of all times 

are in his presence, there is a very unique and special aspect of the presence of God in the 
lives of those in Christ. For the Christian, God’s presence is not just about God being there — 
around you or with you as it were — but God’s presence for the Christian is about being in you! 
This is the mystery of the gospel: Our union with Christ. God’s grace to us in Jesus makes it 
possible for him to dwell in his people in order to empower and to work through his people! The 
New Testament is full of language that points to this reality, and the passages in 1 Cor. and Eph. 
remind us of the presence of God in the lives of the redeemed in Christ. What tremendous 
implications and motivations there are in the reality that for a follower of Jesus, God’s presence 
is personal and powerful, providing all we need to live and to grow in Christ.
1. Read and discuss each passage above.
2. How does the gospel make this reality possible in the lives of Christians?
3. Discuss the implications of the presence of God in our lives. How does this empower and 

motivate you in living for Christ? How does this impact your view and relationship with other 
believers?
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