
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Lavishing Now!”
Acts 4:32-37

Main Point: Giving in the body of Christ is meant to display God’s grace.

This picture of giving in the early church is more descriptive than prescriptive. In other words, 
this story of giving in Acts isn’t a prescription for how we should give at all times in every church. 
However, there are many timeless principles found in this description that are foundational to 
God’s design for giving in the body of Christ, which we are calling “grace-giving.” These 
principles are not only found here in Acts, but they are reinforced later in the church, especially 
when these principles are being tested, as is indicated by Paul when he wrote on the issue of 
grace-giving in his letters to the church in Corinth. Ultimately, as with all that we do, our giving is 
meant to be a display of God’s grace among his people. It is an act of worship that not only 
supports the work of the gospel but also testifies to the gospel through the body of Christ!

Lessons on grace-giving:
Grace-giving flows when there is unity in the body of Christ (32).

At the birth of the church, perhaps like no other time in the history of the church, there 
was a total and complete unity in the Spirit. As the Holy Spirit filled the redeemed people of God, 
community in the early church started from a point of beautiful unity. God revealed that this 
group of early believers were of one heart and mind! Their new lives in Jesus and their new 
union with one another through Jesus was a reality that they understood and that they valued. 
Their submission to the Lord led to the Lord’s work in bringing them to a place of oneness with 
each other in purpose and priority in their identity and work as the body of Christ. The value of 
their life in Christ in the body of Christ led them to prioritize the church over themselves. 
However short-lived, this is a picture of God’s design for the body of Christ for every church of 
every generation, and as we see in this story, this characteristic is also foundational to grace-
giving that is essential for the provision and protection of the work of the church.
1. Do you believe that they were all of one heart and mind? What does that mean? How is that 

possible? Is this still God’s design and desire? How can you pursue unity in the church?
2. How is unity in their hearts and minds connected to not considering their possessions as 

their own? Why was this critically important in the first-century church?
3. How does unity in the church affect your heart towards giving? Evaluate the condition of 

unity in our church. Discuss, and pray.
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Grace-giving flows when God’s grace is flowing through the work of the gospel (33).
Fundamental to the unity in the early church was what they were unified around, which 

was the risen Jesus Christ! The good news (gospel) of the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus was the power of God to salvation in their lives, and it was the purpose of God in 
salvation through their lives. They were unified in Jesus, sharing the gospel with others outside 
the church and growing in the gospel with others inside the church. God’s grace was flowing — 
both to those outside of the church in leading them to salvation and to those inside of the church 
in growing them in their salvation — and it was the grace of God in their lives that was leading 
them to give in a way that reflected God’s sacrificial and generous grace.
1. How is the work of the gospel connected to this whole picture of giving in the early church?
2. Why is the proclamation of the gospel so important? How does it spread the grace of God?
3. How is the gospel relevant to maturity as a believer? How should it motivate giving?

Grace-giving flows when genuine needs are met in the body of Christ (34-35).
As we read these verses, our twenty-first-century minds wander to recent and 

contemporary examples of communism and socialism. However, it’s important to note the 
critical distinction between these political and economic systems and the system at work in the 
kingdom of God in the early church. First, the property that these individuals sold was their 
property! They were “owners.” Also, the sell of their property was not forced; rather, it was 
voluntary, as they were led as they saw needs within the church. Second, this wasn’t an equal 
or equitable distribution of wealth; rather, the gifts went to meet needs within the body of Christ. 
Third, the property of the believers was given, which is clear in the picture of the believers laying 
their gifts at the feet of the apostles, allowing the gifts to become the church’s resources in order 
to meet the needs of the church.
1. Discuss the distinctions between giving in Acts 4 and communism/socialism.
2. How is giving in our church meeting real needs? Make a list and discuss.
3. How can we do a better job of making visible and celebrating God’s work in meeting needs 

through grace-giving in his church? Discuss, and share with elders and ministry leaders.

Grace-giving flows when others see grace-giving in the body of Christ (36-37).
The example of Barnabas doesn’t add much to this story of early giving in the church; 

however, it does provide a personalized picture of that giving. It also provides an example of 
that giving to contrast with the sinful and selfish giving that’s illustrated in Acts 5. However, there 
is one important, additional principle that’s found in the example of Barnabas, which is that 
Barnabas was an encouragement to the church! He was an encouragement in many ways in his 
ministry and life, but even in his giving, he was an encouragement to the church. For grace-
giving to flourish in the church, there needs to be examples of grace-giving in the church. While 
there’s the danger of giving for selfish, prideful reasons — as with Ananias and Sapphira — the 
danger doesn’t discount the need for the testimony of grace-giving in the church for the 
encouragement of grace-giving from the church. Believers can and should encourage and even 
challenge one another in faithfulness to give by the grace of God and for the grace of God!
1. Share some testimonies in your group of grace-giving in your lives or in the lives of others. 

Discuss how those testimonies encouraged you.
2. Discuss the dangers of selfish and prideful motivations in giving. How can you protect your 

mind and heart from these temptations? How is a small group helpful in this aspect of your 
growth in Christ?

3. Pray for healthy testimonies of grace-giving in our church to encourage grace-giving 
throughout our church for the work and the glory of our Lord.
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