



“A Prayer to Action”
1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 ESV

11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as 
we do for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our 
God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Seeks God to Direct Our Way
(Vs. 11) 11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to 
you,

Paul wanted his return visit to Thessalonica to be directed by the overruling providence 
of God, without detours or deviations. God can make straight paths for our feet. Read 
Ps. 5:8 and Matt. 3:3 and give personal examples of when you asked the LORD for 
direction and (a) the answer was clear (b) the direction was not clear.  In both cases, 
what was your response?  

Seeks God to Increase Our Love
(Vs. 12) 

While Paul waited for a favorable opportunity to return to see the Thessalonians, he had 
some good advice for them: 12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love for one another and for all, as we do for you,

Love! Agapē love! More agapē love! Abounding agapē love! Abounding agapē love 
toward all believers! Abounding agapē love toward all men! That was the kind of 
abounding agapē love that they themselves had experienced from him!

This kind of love in the Christian is the direct fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). Paul loved lost 
people and saved people alike with this kind of love. Love seeks the well-being of all. It 
is no respecter of persons. It keeps no running account of injuries suffered, and it is 
marvelously kind. It works no ill to any but seeks out opportunities to do good to all. 
Christian love is far more than mere affection (phileō). Love may, and often does, 
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involve the emotions, but agapē love is commanded; therefore, is as much an action of 
the will as it is of the emotions and intellect.

The Thessalonians were enduring fierce persecution at the hands of their enemies, 
particularly at the hands of the Jews (2:14). They must have been tempted to retaliate. 
Many of them might have nurtured desires for vengeance and harbored active dislike 
toward their enemies. “Win them by love” was Paul’s advice. To respond bitterly to 
persecution is self-defeating and destructive of character. God reserves all vengeance 
to Himself as His own prerogative (Rom. 12:19). Here again, the Lord Jesus is our 
supreme example.

Seeks God to Establish Our Hearts   

Paul comes back to his major theme—the second coming of Christ. He wanted the 
Thessalonians to emulate his example in view of the Lord’s return: (Vs. 13) 13 so that 
he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

How do you prepare your heart to ‘walk in a manner worthy of Christ’?  How does the 
‘coming of our Lord’ challenge our heart to be found faithful?
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