
Come Out Of The Past           

Ezra 3:10-13


Main Point: God wants us to put the past in the right perspective so we can 
better live in the present and plan for the future.


	 In this passage from Ezra, many of the people and officials wept at the 
sight of the foundation for the “new” temple being laid.  They remembered the 
glory of the old temple that was built by Solomon and knew this one would 
never equal that of the former. They were “stuck” in the past. Following are 
some points that can draw from this passage to help avoid getting “stuck” in the 
past.


Don’t let past accomplishments blind you 
There can be pride in the past accomplishments of our lives. At the same time 
there can be lessons to learn from the past. The goal is to treat the past wisely.  
Whether it is a past home or a past relationship, a past job or a past 
achievement, there is a tendency to see the past through rose tented glasses.  
This can be especially true in our walk of faith.


1.In this passage what was the accomplishment that many of the priests and 
Levites and heads of fathers’ houses were proud of? As you consider your 
own past, what are some accomplishments that you are proud of?


2.How would you interpret their reaction to the new temple foundation being 
laid? Was it positive or negative?


3.Do you think they were treating the past wisely?  What does Ezra 9:7 indicate 
they had forgotten about their past that had affected what happened to the 
first temple?


4.Have any of the accomplishments in your past blinded you from a clearer 
perspective of the past? Would anyone be willing to share with the group? 
Pray for God’s leadership in your life to avoid such a view.


Respect the past but live in the present 
The individuals mentioned in Ezra 3:12 were all from groups that were highly 
respected: priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ houses.  They had a deep 
respect for the past.  But that respect was preventing them from fully living in 
the present.  The monarch system was gone and the time of the prophets was 
the present method of leadership for the Jewish people. But these individuals 
seemed to not want to let go of the past and to participate in the present work 



of the people to rebuild the temple, even though it was clearly being brought 
about by God as evidenced in Ezra 1:1-4.


1.Do you feel it is important to respect past accomplishments?  Why or why 
not?


2.How can that respect sometimes be a hinderance to fully participating in the 
present work of God?  


3.There are current opportunities to live for God that we may be missing 
because of a misplaced focus on the past.  Discuss the following sample 
statements that could indicate such misplaced focus.


	 a. I will never be as good as he was at witnessing.

	 b. No one will ever be able to serve like she did.


Don’t let the past hinder you from better planning for the future 
The individuals in Ezra 3:12 were “older” and apparently had actually seen the 
first temple, unlike those who had been born during the some 70 years that the 
Jewish people had been in exile. But that experience had them “stuck” in the 
past and it was preventing them from being positively involved in planning for 
the future that God had called them to.


1.Consider again the past accomplishments in your life. Are you letting any of 
these hinder you from preparing spiritually for the days ahead? 


2.Consider any past negative experiences or failures.  Are you letting them 
hinder you from being pen to God’s leadership for the future?


3.How does Philippians 3:13-14 speak  to these question?

4. Who do you know in your sphere of influence that may be “stuck” in the past 

and needs to be encouraged to “come out of the past” so they can better 
serve God in the present and make better plans do so in the future?  Pray for 
that person and for the opportunity this week to encourage them in this 
important area of walking in faith.
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