
 

 

“The Steadfast Love of the King” 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 

 
The pondering of the king (2 Samuel 9:1). 
   David had finally been anointed and seated as the king of Israel, and his initial victories over the 
Philistines and the delivery of the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem had confirmed the Lord’s anointing 
and blessing of David’s kingship. David had made a covenant, with thanksgiving to the Lord, and the 
Lord had also given him victory over other enemies of Israel that bordered the Promised Land. In the 
midst of his military victories and growing popularity, David could have become completely 
self-absorbed. He could have forgotten the past and looked only into the future, but David took time to 
think. He probably thought about all that he had experienced in his journey to the throne of Israel: 
Moving from just a promise from God to the realized position as king on the throne. He certainly thought 
about his best-friend, Jonathan, who had been such a blessing to him during some of the most 
dangerous days of his journey. He remembered past promises that he had made, and now in a position 
to fulfill those promises, David desired to be faithful to those commitments. David wanted to do what he 
had said he would do, and as king, David had the power to do what he had said he would do. 
1. What are some lessons from David’s pondering that we can apply to our lives today? Why is it 

important to reflect from time to time on the past and past commitments? 
2. Have you ever had someone forget a promise that they had made to you? Have you ever done that? 

How did that make you feel? 
3. How does David’s pondering and remembering point to the character of our God? Does God 

remember his promises? What are some passages that answer that question? Explore, and discuss. 
 
The promise of the king (1 Samuel 20:12-17; 1 Samuel 24:20-22). 
   David’s pondering led him to remember his promises. First, there was David’s promise to his friend 
Jonathan. They had made a covenant, sealed with a commitment established on their love for one 
another as best friends. Jonathan had asked for David to show him and his offspring the steadfast love 
of the Lord. He asked David to model the Lord’s covenantal goodness, kindness, and merciful love 
towards himself and his offspring, and David promised that he would. He also made a similar 
commitment to Saul, which was a reaffirmation of his previous commitment to Jonathan. So although 
Saul and Jonathan were dead, David remembered his promises to them. In modeling the steadfast love 
of the Lord, David desired to be faithful to his promise to Jonathan. He wanted to show kindness 
towards the offspring of Jonathan. He wanted to keep his promise, and as king he had the resources 
and ability to do it. 
1. David’s promise to Jonathan was based on his love for Jonathan. How are God’s promises and his 

love connected? 
2. Jonathan’s plea was for David to show him and his offspring the steadfast love of the Lord 

(transliterated from the Hebrew as “chesed”), which is God’s consistent and covenantal goodness 
and kindness or love and mercy towards his people. Take time to research the steadfast love of the 
Lord and to discuss this important concept in the Scriptures and nature of God. 

 
The provision of the king (2 Samuel 9:7). 
   David’s inquiry into the family of Jonathan led to the identification of Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, and his family. While the servants and the family of the former king of Israel would normally be 

Sermon - December 13, 2020 1 



 

at risk of being put to death by the new king, David quickly eased the fears of Mephibosheth. David told 
him that for the sake of his father Jonathan, he would show him kindness or steadfast love, connecting 
back to the plea of Jonathan and the promise that David had made years ago. In fact, this kindness 
would be far above what Mephibosheth expected. It was far and exceedingly above anything that 
Mephibosheth deserved. David restored the land of Saul to Jonathan’s son, and he tasked the servants 
of Saul with keeping the land for Mephibosheth. David brought Mephibosheth in to eat at the king’s 
table, and there was nothing that Mephibosheth, who was crippled in both feet, could do to repay David 
for all that he had done. King David was faithful to his covenant, providing for the family of Jonathan just 
as he had promised. 
1. Put yourself in the place of Mephibosheth in the story. What would you expect to happen if you were 

summoned to the king? How do you think you would react to the surprising announcement from the 
king? How would you feel after hearing these words from David and realizing that they were true? 

2. David’s promise to Jonathan ended up bringing an unmerited blessing to people who weren’t even 
alive at the time that his promise was made! In other words, the blessing of the promise wasn’t 
dependent on the recipients of the promise being present and participating when the promise was 
made. The blessing of the promise came through the faithfulness of the king who made the promise. 
Discuss. How does this apply to the promises of God? 

 
The preservation of the king (2 Samuel 9:11-13). 
   King David’s provision for the household of Saul and the offspring of David preserved the lineage of 
Jonathan, as not only Mephibosheth was provided for but also the next generation through 
Mephibosheth’s son Mica! David’s actions are the very picture of God’s grace to sinners. Just as David 
showed kindness to Mephibosheth for the sake of Jonathan and King Saul, God is generous to believers 
for Christ’s sake. In other words, all the provisions and promises and tender mercies God bestows on us 
are given to us not because we deserve his favor -- we don’t deserve it -- but because of his love and 
because we belong to Christ by faith. We are the recipients of divine blessings that rightfully belong to 
him. That’s what grace is! Grace is God’s “chesed” (steadfast love) towards us, which is his steadfast 
love, loyal love, and amazing grace lavished on all his own. 
1. How did David’s faithfulness to his promise and his power and provision as king help to fulfill his 

covenant with Jonathan? Is there a limit to God’s power and provision as King of kings? Does he 
have the power and ability to fulfill his promises to his people? 

2. Discuss the ways that the story of David and Mephibosheth point forward towards God’s steadfast 
love through Christ to sinners like you and me? 

3. This week, who can you share the story of Mephibosheth with? To whom can you send a link to the 
sermon audio? Share the story, and point others to God’s steadfast love -- his amazing grace -- 
towards us in Christ Jesus our King! 
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