
“Redefined: Living Defined by God”
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1

Main Point: Believers are called to live as God has redefined them to live in Christ.

Keys to living defined by God:
Don’t partner with an unbeliever (6:14a-16a).
       Do righteousness and lawlessness go together? Do light and darkness go together? Do 
Christ and Satan go together? Does the temple and idols go together? Do believers and 
unbelievers go together? The obvious answer to these rhetorical questions is “No!” There’s no 
partnership between these things. In fact, these things are opposites. Paul’s direct application 
was in relationship to a believer and idolatry or false teachers, but the application for us today is 
clear. While believers should pursue relationships with unbelievers with the aim of leading them 
to the Lord Jesus, believers should not join their lives to the lives of unbelievers in a way that 
identifies who the believer is and what he/she believes. This is especially true in worship, and it 
is equally true in other identifying partnerships such as marriage, close friendships, business 
partnerships, etc. This is practical advice because these kinds of partnerships not only influence 
the witness of the believer, but these kinds of partnerships also can influence the faith of the 
believer. So if you are a believer today, don’t join your life to the life of an unbeliever.
1. What does God mean in using the term unequally yoked in verse 14? Does your translation 

use another word to try to communicate this concept? Read the various translations in your 
small group, and discuss this command.

2. Read through the rhetorical questions, and discuss why Paul might have used these 
questions to support the command that he had just given the believers in Corinth.

3. How do we rightly apply this verse in life? How does this verse impact relationships with 
unbelievers in a practical way? What if a believer finds himself/herself unequally yoked in an 
identifying partnership? Discuss, and use Scripture to support your position.

Remember all you have in Christ (6:16b-18).
• A residence of God’s presence (6:16b);
• A recipient of God’s promises (6:16c);
• A reflection of God’s holiness (6:17); and
• A representative of God’s family (6:18).

       Paul got to the heart of matter in these verses, providing in summary the answer to the 
rhetorical questions that he asked. If believers individually and collectively are the temple of 
God, then the presence of God is with his people. God promised this gift, and believers are 
recipients of this promise in Christ Jesus. As a result, the proper response in the life of a 
believer is obedience to the purpose of God and the presence of God in their lives. If God is with 
a believer, then there’s no place in the life of a believer for those things that are against God. 
Believers should be a growing reflection of God’s holiness, and all of this is possible because of 
Christ. Also, believers are the children of God! Holiness and obedience are important because 
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believers are representatives of God. We are his family, and all of these things are valuable 
reminders for the believer. All of these truths bring motivation and encouragement for living for 
God in response to all that he has given us in Christ Jesus.
1. Discuss the description of believers — individually and collectively — as the temple of God. 

What does this mean? What are the implications of this in our lives?
2. How are believers recipients of the promises of God in the Old Testament? Read the 

promises that are recalled in verse 16, and discuss.
3. Why is God concerned about the way that believers live? Why is God concerned about 

relationship and connection with unbelievers? What’s the danger? What’s the issue? How 
does any of this connect to his presence in our lives?

4. How does Paul point to important issues related to a believers redefined identity in Jesus? 
Why is it so important to know these basic truths about identity?

5. Out of all that you have in Christ, which stands out to you the most today in your life? Share, 
and pray.

Eliminate anything that doesn’t honor God in your life (7:1).
       In response to recalling all that the believers had in Christ, Paul urged the believers to 
respond in the only appropriate way, which was to get rid of anything in their lives that didn’t 
honor and glorify God and reflect his holiness. Importantly, Paul combines the physical and the 
spiritual. What a believer does with his/her body is not disconnected from the spiritual, and the 
same is true with the spiritual, which impacts what a believer does with his/her body. Because of 
all that a believer has been given in Jesus Christ, the point is that believers must ruthlessly 
eliminate everything that doesn’t honor the Lord in their lives. Paul also pointed to the process 
of progressive growth in holiness in the life of the believer and to the point that a healthy “fear of 
God” is an essential part of this growth. It’s important for believers to never forget what’s at 
stake. God is holy, and he’s saved us for his work of redemption. But in his holiness, God’s 
wrath and justice will be satisfied against sin. The stakes of our work for Christ are eternal, and 
the discipline of the Lord in the lives of his children is serious. Eliminate anything that doesn’t 
honor God and protect and grow our life and witness for him.
1. Are there things in your life — actions, attitudes, or addictions — that need to be eliminated? 

Share confidentially in your group, and spend time praying for each other for freedom and 
victory in Christ over these things that need to be eliminated.

2. What are some strategies for cleansing your life of things that dishonor and don’t glorify the 
Lord? How does God’s Word give direction on this important step in growth in Christ? How 
can your small group and discipleship relationships help in this process in your life?

3. Think about what God’s taught you or changed in your life this week through his Word. Who 
can you share that with in the week to come? Close your small group today by praying for 
these people and for the opportunity to share God’s good news with them this week.
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