
“Redefined: By God, for God”
2 Corinthians 4:7-18

Main Point: God can use suffering for the gospel and for his glory in your life.

Three truths about suffering and the gospel:
Suffering brings opportunity for the power of God to be seen in your life (7-12).
       Paul had experienced this reality in his life. He understood that although his physical life 
was fragile — like a clay jar — his suffering could be used by God to display the power of God 
in his life. For Paul, as he encountered suffering in living for Jesus in his life, those experiences 
allowed the life of Jesus to live in him and shine through him more-and-more. His suffering 
wasn’t just persecution inflicted by someone else, but it was also the emotional and 
psychological suffering in the flesh, dealing with feelings and thoughts that lead to despair and 
to the feeling of forsakenness. It was in those moments of weakness in suffering that Paul 
experienced the real victory of Christ in him, and Paul knew that God would be faithful to use 
that to grow the life of Christ in others. When a believer encounters the things of the world that 
crush, drive to despair, forsake, and destroy, there is an opportunity for the power of God to 
work and for the presence of Jesus to be seen. The testimony of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus in the life of a believer is used by God to bring life to others through the gospel.
1. Read verse 8. Talk through each of these things that Paul mentioned, and share a testimony 

of times in your life when you’ve struggled with similar emotions. How does your life in Christ 
impact these struggles?

2. Read verse 7. How do our weaknesses as fragile humans give God the opportunity to show 
his power? In what ways has he done this in your life? Do you know anyone who is 
struggling with weakness and suffering in life? How can you share these verses and your 
testimony with them this week?

3. Read verses 10-12. What does Paul mean when he said “always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus” and when he said “always being given one to death for Jesus’ sake?” How 
does this still apply to believers today?

Suffering gives you a testimony to share about God’s power in your life (13-15).
       Paul was concerned about the glory of God more than anything else. He knew that what he 
endured by God’s grace would be a testimony that he could use to share God’s grace with 
others. In fact, along with the psalmist, Paul said that because he believed, he had to proclaim! 
The resurrection power of God in his life was something that had to be shared so that God could 
use it to lead others to life in Christ. Today, nothing has changed. Suffering in your life — 
inflicted by others or self-inflicted —always provides an opportunity for the power of God in your 
life, and the testimony God gives you through the work of the gospel in your life always gives 
you a testimony to proclaim.
1. Read verses 13-14. Where was Paul quoting from in verse 13? Read and discuss the 

quoted passage. How is that passage related to Paul’s situation?
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2. Read verse 14. Does believing lead to the necessity of speaking? Why, or why not? How 
does God’s Word answer that question? Discuss the relationship.

3. Read verse 15. How does believing and speaking connect to extending the grace of God to 
more-and-more people. How does this bring God glory? How do you participate in this work 
of believing and speaking in relationship to the resurrection and life in Christ?

Suffering is only temporary, so find hope in focusing on the eternal (16-18).
       In the midst of suffering, Paul found encouragement through keeping an eternal focus. 
Whatever he encountered in his life on this earth was only temporary, and he knew that the 
things in this life could never compare to the weight of glory that he had through Jesus for all of 
eternity. Nothing has changed. Whatever you encounter in your life is only temporary, and in the 
midst of suffering, keeping a focus on what is eternal is critical to having hope in the midst of 
suffering in this life.
1. Read verse 16. Discuss what this verse says. What does it mean? Share with each other 

about what daily renewal in your life looks like. How does that bring you hope?
2. Read verse 17. What does it mean that “affliction is preparing for us...?”
3. Read verse 18. What are the things seen? What are the things unseen? What do you focus 

on in your life? How can your small group help each other in setting and growing a focus on 
the eternal?

4. Spend time praying with each other, praying for the gospel and God’s glory in your lives and 
praying for the opportunity to speak what you believe to those who need to hear the hope of 
the gospel this coming week.
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