
Be the Flock of God
1 Peter 5:5-14

Main Point: By God’s grace in Christ, be the flock of God.

Submit to biblical leadership in the church (5a).
While God called elders to a responsibility towards the flock, he now called the flock to

a responsibility towards its elders. Some have argued that Peter shifted here from talking about
elders as those serving in a pastoral role in the church to elders as those older in age. This
doesn’t seem to fit the context, though. The more natural reading of Peter’s letter is a transition
from speaking to the elders (overseers or pastors) of the church to speaking to the church in
relation to its elders. The term “younger,” as John often used in his letters, provides a familial
picture of the church. Elders or pastors are expected to be mature in their faith and most
familiar with the doctrines of Christ. They must be in order to effectively feed and oversee
God’s flock, and for the flock to be led, protected, fed, and directed by its elders, it must
recognize and accept them as the spiritual leaders that God has called them to be in the
church. This is a simple call to be the flock of God, submitting to biblical leadership in the
church. It comes with the assumption that elders are qualified and serving faithfully as God has
called them to in his church. If elders are fulfilling their call in 1 Peter 5:1-4, then the younger in
the church should have no reason not to be subject to their leadership as in 1 Peter 5:5.

1. How do we see biblical leadership in our church? How is leadership in our church held
accountable to following God’s design for ministry and leadership in the church? Do
you know? Share, and discuss. If you have questions, ask your elders.

2. Are you submitted to biblical leadership in the church? If not, why not? If so, what does
that look like in your life? Why is this important for the work of gospel through the
church and for unity in the church?

Cover yourself in humility before God and towards one another (5b-7).
Now the Lord shifts to provide some instructions about relationships within the church,

which includes members and leaders alike. He says that believers should clothe themselves in
humility towards one another. In other words, believers shouldn’t think more highly of
themselves than others, and they shouldn’t put others in a place of lower priority and
significance. We should humble ourselves towards one another. This command comes with a
warning: God will oppose the proud and give grace to the humble! What a powerful reminder
that pride and arrogance in our hearts towards one another as believers will be faced with the
opposition of God and not the blessing and grace of God. In order to show humility to one
another, there’s a more basic or fundamental humility that is required, which is our humility
before the Lord! For a believer to find the strength of the Lord in their lives and to be able to
humble themselves before others in Christ, they must have hearts that are humbled before the
Lord. In a very basic way, that means that they will accept, trust, and obey God’s Word in their
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lives. These commands won’t be suggestions, but they will be directives that are surrendered
to in the life of a worshiper of God whose life is humbled before God. Why would someone do
this? Because we know and trust that God cares for us!

1. Examine your hearts before the Lord? Is your heart humbled before the Lord? What
does your trust and obedience to the Lord reveal about your submission?

2. How do we show humility to one another? In a practical sense, what should this look
like in your relationships in your small group? Is there anyone you struggle to show
humility to in the church? Pray, and share ideas on how to overcome that in Christ.

Watch for the attack of the enemy, and resist him by the grace of God (8-11).
There’s some things that are certain and unchanging in this world, and one of those

things is that Satan is actively fighting against the work of God and the people of God. God’s
call to his church is to stay sober-minded and watchful. A believer can’t be watchful if they’ve
given control of their faculties to anything other than God. A believer needs to stay watchful
because the devil is on the prowl like a lion, looking for sheep to devour. The call for the flock
of God is to resist the devil. How? Standing firm in the faith is the only way to counter the
attack of the enemy and to resist him. Additionally, it’s encouraging to know that in the midst of
suffering against Satan’s attacks, you aren’t alone. Your brothers and sisters around the world
are going through the same things that you are going through, but it’s even more encouraging
to know that these sufferings won’t last and won’t have the last word. God has called us to his
eternal glory in Christ, and he has promised to deliver and to establish us by his matchless
power. Isn’t that a powerful encouragement and reminder?

1. Do you know your weaknesses? What are the areas of your life that the devil is most
likely to attack? Share, and pray for one another.

2. How are your relationships with other believers critical to being watchful for the attack
of Satan? Are you pursuing those relationships in the church? How can you reach out to
those who need relationships in the church to help encourage them this week?

3. What are some practical strategies for resisting the devil in our lives? Do you know
someone who needs to be reminded of one or more of these this week?

Stand firm in the true gospel of God’s grace in Christ (12-14).
In Peter’s closing words of encouragement and exhortation, there’s one simple

command to the flock of God: Stand firm in the true grace of God. Ultimately, this is the most
important thing in the church. It’s so fundamental that without it, the church ceases to be the
church. It’s impossible to be the church of God if you don’t stand in the true grace of God in
Christ. It’s impossible to be the flock of God if you don’t truly follow the Chief Shepherd of the
flock. It’s crazy to call yourself the church if you ignore and discount God’s commands for his
church. Standing firm in the true gospel of God’s grace in Christ is God’s final command for his
church in the letter. By God’s grace in Christ, be the flock of God!

1. How has the true grace of God been communicated in 1 Peter? Share some of the
biggest reminders and the most significant things you’ve learned through studying this
book in the New Testament.

2. What does standing firm in your faith look like? What should that look like daily in your
life and in your home? What should it look like weekly in your commitment to your
church?

3. Do you know someone who needs to be encouraged to stand firm in their faith? Pray
for them, and commit to reach out to them this week.
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