
Could Suffering be God’s Will?
1 Peter 4:12-19

Main Point: In suffering, God calls us to rejoice, stand firm, trust, and obey.

In suffering, don’t be shocked, but rejoice as you share in Christ’s sufferings (12-15).
- Suffering is like a refiner’s fire, purifying and shaping your faith (12).
- Suffering with Christ means that you’ll also rejoice in his return (13).
- Suffering because of Christ confirms his presence with you (14).

Peter reminded his brothers and sisters in Christ that suffering often offers a time of
refining for the believer. He told them to not be surprised when suffering came into their lives
because of their faith, but he also pointed to this suffering being like a refiner’s fire, which
purifies and makes supple the material that’s being fired. This isn’t something that’s strange,
but it’s something that’s necessary. God actually uses suffering in the life of a believer to purify
and to shape their faith. It’s often through trials in life that Christians grow in Christ and
strengthen their faith. As a result, Peter told the believers to rejoice! Why? Christians can rejoice
when they suffer for Christ because they are participating or sharing in Christ’s sufferings, and
if that’s the case, then they can be assured that they will also rejoice in Christ’s return. For the
believer, the return of Christ is joyous because the judgment of Christ against the believer has
been paid. Additionally, suffering because of Christ confirms the very presence of God in the
life of a believer. If someone is insulted for Christ, then their life must be clearly identified with
Christ! If someone suffers on account of Jesus, then their life must be a powerful testimony for
Jesus. Suffering for doing wrong doesn’t accomplish these things, but suffering for living for
Jesus Christ does.

1. Read verse 12. How does this allusion to a refiner’s fire connect to suffering in a
believer’s life? How have you experienced this in your life? Discuss.

2. Read verse 13. How is the suffering of a believer for his/her faith connected to sharing
in Christ’s sufferings? Why is this reason to rejoice? Why will believers be able to rejoice
when the glory of Jesus is revealed at his return?

3. Read verse 14. Have you ever been insulted for the name of Christ? What is the
blessing that God’s Word describes?

In suffering, don’t be ashamed, and stand firm as a Christian (16-18).
Considering the reality of God’s purifying work through suffering, Peter told believers to

not be ashamed when they suffer. If they are called names and ridiculed, they shouldn’t be
ashamed. If they are beaten and disgraced publicly, they shouldn’t be ashamed. If they are
associated with criminals and put in chains, they shouldn’t be ashamed. Rather, they should
continue to stand firm in their testimony for Jesus and their worship of the Lord. They should
glorify God as a Christian! Believers should also stand firm remembering the grace they’ve
received that they don’t deserve and the judgment that unbelievers will receive that is
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deserved. If even a child of God can suffer under God’s judgment in this world, how much
more suffering will an enemy of God receive under God’s righteous judgment? The next time
you suffer on account of your faith and your witness for Jesus, don’t be ashamed! Stand firm in
your identity as a Christian: A follower of Jesus Christ.

1. Have you ever felt ashamed through suffering as a Christian because of ridicule,
disdain, judgment, etc. that you’ve received from others? Why?

2. How do you glorify God in your life? Discuss, and make a list of the basic ways we
glorify God. Should this change if we’re suffering for our faith? How might we be
tempted to change and not be faithful to God when we’re suffering?

3. When we think about God’s judgment, we realize how incredible his grace to us in
Christ really is, and we also realize how unbelievably desperate unbelievers will be when
Christ returns. How does this motivate you and focus you in sharing Jersus? How
should it affect you if you are suffering at the hands of unbelievers?

In suffering, place your life in God’s hands, and stay faithful to him (19).
Peter ended this section of this letter with a final encouragement to suffering believers:

“Entrust your soul to a faithful Creator while doing good.” Christian’s who suffer are under the
Sovereign care and plan of the Lord God. There’s nothing outside of his control, and therefore,
their suffering for righteousness must be “according to God’s will.” For some, this statement is
hard to swallow. Why would God allow or even will suffering in the life of a faithful believer?
However, as Wayne Grudem notes in his Tyndale New Testament Commentary on 1 Peter,
there’s really nothing more assuring and comforting for a believer to know in the midst of
suffering! Grudem stated that God’s will in suffering reminds us that there is both a “limit” to
suffering and a “good” to come from suffering, if it is ordained by God. So believers who are
suffering for their faith should do two important things. First, they should continue to place their
lives in God’s hands. Second, they should continue to do good, staying faithful to the Lord. Are
you suffering as you live faithfully for the Lord? Continue to place your life in his hands, and
stay faithful to your Lord.

1. Do you believe that God is sovereign? Do you believe that God is good? How do these
two things fit together if God’s will at times includes suffering in the lives of his children?
Ground your responses in Scripture and not in opinion. Pray, and discuss.

2. What does it mean to entrust your soul to the Lord? Do you tend to do this in suffering?
Why, or why not? Share testimonies and encourage one another.

3. Do you know someone who needs to entrust their life to the Lord in the midst of what
they are going through? Pray for them right now.

4. What does “doing good” mean in a practical way in our lives as believers? How
important is your small group or your discipling relationships for “doing good” in Christ
in your life? Why?
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