
Living Like Jesus in a Hostile World: Part 1
1 Peter 3:8-12

Main Point: Live like Jesus by blessing those who curse you.

Protect and cultivate the love of God in your heart (8).
In conclusion to the Lord’s call for believers to live honorably in society, at work, and at

home, Peter turned his attention to speak to all believers again. His first words of instruction
from the Lord were connected primarily to their relationship with one another, which would
necessarily flow into their relationship with unbelievers in the world. The string of calls paint a
picture of a heart that’s growing in Christlikeness, producing a life that lives like Jesus lived in
the world. Peter urged believers to have unity of mind, which is not an isolated call for the
church. How does the church do that? Unity in mind can only come when there is an
unchanging and clear truth to be unified around. That truth -- as Peter reinforced by quoting
from Psalm 34 in verses 10-12 in this section -- is the unchanging and clear Word of God.
Believers find true unity of mind around the sound doctrine in Scripture. This is the foundation
for godly sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. In other words, growth
in biblical truth should not produce arrogance and pride; rather, it should produce a life that
looks more like the love of God in Christ Jesus. As a believer living in a hostile world, God calls
you to protect and to cultivate the love of God in your heart, founded on the truth of God from
his Word. Don’t let the hostile world make you hostile to the world that God loved and sent
Christ to save.

1. Today, truth has become relative. One’s personal story and truth is what’s considered
most important and real. What’s wrong with this? What does the Bible say about this?

2. When it comes to unity of mind, how does this impact the decision to be a member of a
particular local church? What’s important to consider in a membership decision?

3. Discuss the list of characteristics that Peter provided in verse 8. What should each of
these things look like in your relationships in your small group? What do you struggle
with most? Why? Pray for one another.

Return evil with good in obedience to God in your life (9).
Peter continued to emphasize that believers were not to act as the world acts. When

sinners are confronted with sin, the natural response is sin. If someone hits you, you hit back
harder. If someone hurts you, you hurt them more. However, this should not be the case for the
Christian, living by the Spirit and not by the flesh. Followers of Christ are called to continue to
follow the example of Jesus by not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling. Instead,
followers of Christ are called to follow the example and the command of Christ, returning evil
and reviling with blessing! Why? Because we are called to respond to a hostile world in this
way. As Jesus said in Luke 6:28, “. . . bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse
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you.” God’s will for our lives as witnesses for Jesus is to live our lives reflecting Jesus. In this
case, that means that believers should return evil with good in obedience to God in their lives.
The wonderful promise is that there is blessing that comes through this obedience in our lives.
This isn’t new news. Jesus promised this very thing in Matthew 5:10-12 when he spoke these
words:

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.

1. What are some “evil” things that are done by people against other people? What are
some ways that people “revile” other people?

2. How are you prone to react to evil and reviling when it’s directed to you? What does it
look like to respond to evil and reviling with blessing?

3. What does it mean that we are “called” to bless rather than to respond to evil and
reviling with evil and reviling? Who “called” us to do this? How can blessing come from
blessing those who revile or do evil to us?

4. Is there someone who is hostile to you because of your witness for Jesus? How can
you respond in blessing them? Do you know a brother or sister in Christ who is
responding to evil with evil or reviling with reviling? How can you confront them in
gentleness and love with these truths?

Remember that sin in word and action impacts your relationship with God (10-12).
Peter reinforces the Lord’s direction to his people through the Lord’s Word to his

people. In 1 Peter 3:10-12, Peter pulls from Psalm 34 to reinforce the connection to
righteousness and relationship with God as well as evil and relationship with God. In context
here in 1 Peter 3, these verses are a reminder of two things. First, we’re reminded that God is
available to his people. God is available to those who by faith in his Son, Jesus Christ, are
counted as righteous and able to seek to live in obedience to him. Contrastingly, God is not
available to those who are against him. The enemies of God do not have the ear of God.
Second, we’re reminded that sin in word and action -- even as believers -- does have an
impact on our relationship with God. Just as a husband’s sinful treatment of his wife impacts
his prayers (1 Peter 3:7), so the unrepentant sin of a believer impacts their prayers. For the
Christian, the unchanging righteousness of our standing or position before God comes through
Christ, but the righteousness of Christ in our lives is grown through a life of confession and
repentance to Christ. We must reject evil and deceitful speech and turn away from evil to
pursue good and peace as servants of God, seeking to live like Jesus in a hostile world.

1. Read Psalm 34, and identify the verses that correlate to 1 Peter 3:10-12. Why did the
Lord lead Peter to pull from these verses in 1 Peter 3?

2. How do these verses bring you encouragement, reminding you of the access you have
to God through Christ?

3. How do these verses bring you urgency in the work of the gospel? What do they remind
you about concerning the standing of unrepentant sinners before God?

4. Who do you need to share the gospel with this week? Discuss, and pray.
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