
Living Like Jesus in a Hostile World: Part 2
1 Peter 3:13-17

Main Point: Live like Jesus by sharing the hope of God with those who hate you.

In general, doing good brings protection (13).
Peter asked a hypothetical question that pointed to a general principle in life, which

God’s Word consistently affirms: In general, doing good brings protection! Peter’s question
presses the reality that when someone is focused on doing what is right and good, there are
generally not too many people who will harm them for doing what is right and good. Obviously,
this wasn’t a promise that harm won’t come to those who do what is right and good. The
verses that follow make that evident. However, this was a general principle that pointed to an
important norm to remember in life. For the believer -- even living in a world that is hostile to
Christianity -- doing what is right and good normally will not incite hateful harm. Most of the
time, doing good will temper hate and discourage harmful behavior. In a public or social
setting, doing what is right and good exposes what is wrong and evil. Doing good stands as a
testimony and a contrast to what is evil. While that doesn’t always stop harm from coming to
the one who does good, it often does, and doing what is good in the eyes of the Lord brings
the protection of the Lord to the one who acts in faith in the Lord.

1. What does it mean to be “zealous” for something? How does the Bible define “good?”
Are you zealous for good?

2. Have you experienced this general principle in your life? How? Have you ever seen the
Lord’s protection in your life as you responded with good rather than evil?

3. In today’s culture that’s growing more hostile to Christianity, pray for the Lord’s
protection in the lives of his children. Pray for our youth that they would be protected as
needed to plant and to grow their faith.

By God’s grace, suffering for doing good brings blessing (14a, 17).
Peter then addressed the reality of those who were doing what was right and good, yet

they were still experiencing the harm and hurt from a world that was hostile to them because of
their faith in Jesus. His encouragement to them was simple: You will be blessed! Notice that the
blessing was not in the hurt and persecution. The blessing was to come! On the other side of
the injustices that a believer experiences in this world on account of his or her faith, there is the
promise of the blessing of the Lord. As important, Peter reminded the believers that if they were
to suffer for righteousness in this world then their suffering was under the sovereign will of God
for their lives and their witness for Jesus in the world. This reminder is critical for steadfast faith
in the face of suffering for our faith in a hostile world. If suffering enters the life of a believer on
account of his or her righteousness -- doing what is right and good for the sake of Christ and
by the power of Christ -- then they can trust that they are in the will of their Father. As a
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believer lives his life in faithful submission to the Lord, everything that comes in his life is under
the all-powerful hand of the Lord. And for a believer, isn’t it better to suffer for doing good than
for evil? Suffering for evil comes with no blessing. Suffering for evil is expected. However,
suffering for good is unexpected and comes with the promise of blessing.

1. In verse 14, God promises that if you suffer for righteousness sake, you will be blessed?
Where else do you see this promise in Scripture? What are some of the ways that God’s
Word reveals the blessing that you will receive?

2. In verse 17, God reminds us that our lives are under his will and that sometimes his will
may even involve suffering for his sake in this world. Why is this truth so hard for us to
accept? Why is this truth avoided in so much preaching and teaching today? Why is
this truth so important for the strengthening of faith in the life of a believer?

3. Where are believers suffering for righteousness sake today in the world? Take time to
look at http://www.peoplegroups.org to identify places where persecution is a daily
reality. Pray for these brothers and sisters, asking for 1 Peter 3:14a and 17 strength and
obedience in their hearts this very day.

When faced with hate, share the hope of God with courageous love (14b-16).
So what should a believer do when faced with hate and hostility for their faith and their

faithful living for the Lord? First, they shouldn’t do some things. They shouldn’t be troubled,
and they shouldn’t fear those who hate the Lord. They shouldn’t return evil with evil and reviling
with reviling. Second, they should do some other things. They should honor Christ as holy in
their hearts, seeking to respond and to react in ways that glorify and honor the name of Jesus.
Also, they should be ready and willing to share the hope that they have in Christ, doing it in a
way that’s full of the love of Christ, showing gentleness and respect to those who show harm
and disrespect to them. In short, they should behave like Jesus! As believers, our actions
should be a witness for Jesus, putting to shame all sinful hate and harm, and our words should
be a witness for Jesus, pointing others to the source of our hope and life through the gospel.

1. What’s the key to not fearing those who can harm you? What’s essential to not being
troubled when faced with evil? How do verses 13-17 answer these questions?

2. What does it mean to “honor Christ the Lord as holy?” Study the words “honor” and
“holy,” and discuss the meaning of these words. How do verses 14-17 reveal how
believers can honor Christ the Lord as holy?

3. What is the hope that is in you as a Christian? Take time to let people in your group
practice sharing the hope that is in them. How do you do this with gentleness and
respect, especially to those who aren’t gentle and respectful?

4. Who do you need to share the gospel with this week? Pray for them now, and go share!
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