
Marriage that Glorifies God
1 Peter 3:1-7

Main Point: As servants of God, our conduct in marriage should lead the world to see our
good deeds and to glorify God.

Through Peter, the Lord continued to give instruction to his people about the kind of honorable
conduct that will discredit those who speak against them and lead those critics to see the good
deeds of God’s people and to glorify God on the day of visitation (1 Peter 2:12). After talking
about the believer’s interaction in society with civil authorities, Peter turned to the topic of
marriage. For a believer, marriage is an incredibly important relationship. It’s the most
foundational relationship in society, and the conduct of a believer in marriage has a
tremendous potential for gospel witness, spiritual growth, and even discipline from the Lord.
Here was the Lord’s instruction to wives and to husbands concerning their conduct in marriage
for his glory and good in their marriages.

Wives, submit to the leadership of your husband in your home (1-2).
- Respect and purity may even lead your husband to obedience to God.

The theme of submission for the Lord’s sake is even seen in Christian marriage. This
was God’s design from the very beginning when God said that it wasn’t good for man to be
alone and when the Lord subsequently created woman as the perfect helpmate for man. God’s
design for marriage between one woman and one man included a relationship that would
reflect his own relationship with his people. The wife’s call is to submit to the leadership of her
husband in her home, showing respect to her husband and living in purity in her conduct and in
her commitment to her husband. Interestingly, there’s not an assumption that the husband is
living in obedience to the Lord! While this should be the case, it’s often not the case. What
should the wife do? She should continue to obey God’s design for her marriage, and the Lord’s
encouragement points to the fact that the wife’s conduct may even lead her husband to
obedience to the Lord in his life. Wives, support your husband as the leader in your home. Give
him the respect that he so desires. Live in purity before him and in your commitment to him,
allowing God to use your witness to strengthen your marriage and the faith of your husband.

1. How does our culture today view the call for a wife to submit to the leadership of her
husband? Why?

2. How would you explain and support God’s command in these verses to someone who
is struggling with this important call for a wife in marriage?

3. How can a wife’s respect and purity be used by the Lord to lead her husband to
obedience to the Word? Pray for wives that are praying for this in their marriages.

Sermon - July 25, 2021 1



Wives, prioritize beauty on the inside, growing as a woman of God (3-6).
- Beauty on the inside is the imperishable adorning that God values (3-4).
- Beauty on the inside brings confidence and courage to the child of God (5-6).

Peter went on to encourage women not to make their outside appearance the most
important priority in their lives. This doesn’t mean that they can’t wear nice clothes or jewelry;
rather, it’s a point of comparison and contrast. These outside things are temporary. Appearance
changes with time and age. Beauty on the outside can fade away, so what’s most important
isn’t the adorning on the outside. What’s most important is the adorning on the inside. A
beautiful, godly spirit is what is lasting! It doesn’t change or diminish with time and age. Beauty
of spirit is what’s imperishable, as our growth in Christ will only increase and come to
completion when we are glorified in him for eternity. As a result, this is the adorning that is
precious to the Lord, and a Christian wife’s relationship with her husband is critical to this
spiritual growth in her life. Peter uses Abraham’s wife, Sarah, as an example of this reality, and
then he points to a wonderful outflow of beauty on the inside in the life of a godly woman,
which is a confidence and courage in the Lord! Verse 6 is critically important. This truth from
God’s Word counters any argument that biblical submission in marriage means weakness and
fearfulness in a woman’s spirit. Instead, biblical submission that hopes in God leads to
confidence and incredible courage in the spirit of a woman who is a child of God.

1. Why is beauty on the outside temporary? What’s the appropriate way to focus on
adorning the outside?

2. Why is beauty on the inside through Christ imperishable? How do you prioritize this in
your life? Share testimonies, and encourage one another.

3. What does it mean to “not fear anything that is frightening?” How is this an outflow of a
heart that hopes in God? Do you have this? Do you know someone who needs it? Pray.

Husbands, your relationship with your wife impacts your relationship with the Lord (7).
- Be understanding towards your wife.
- Show honor to your wife.
- Remember that your wife -- as a believer -- has the same inheritance in Christ as you!

Peter finally turned his attention to the Christian husband. The instruction that the Lord
gave through Peter to Christian husbands is important because the consequences of
disobedience to these things has a direct impact on the husband’s relationship to the Lord:
Mistreatment of his wife will lead to his prayers being hindered or impeded. So what is a
Christian husband called to do in his relationship to his wife? First, the Lord calls husbands to
live with their wives in an understanding way. This means to work at understanding what our
wives need and how our wives think. Husbands must be the one in the marriage to pursue a
place of mutual understanding. Connected to this call is the second thing the Lord calls
husbands to do, which is to show honor to their wives. Husbands must display in their words
and actions that they value their wives, and they must be considerate towards their wives,
showing their wives the proper respect that they are due. Finally, husbands need to remember
that their wives -- as believers -- have the same inheritance in Christ as they do!

1. What does it mean to be understanding? What are some practical examples of this?
2. What does it mean to show honor to your wife? Why is this important? How does it

discount any accusation that the Bible allows husbands to be domineering or abusive?
3. What does it mean that wives are “heirs with you (husbands) of the grace of life?”
4. Couples, commit to discuss and to pray about these things in your marriage.
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