
Living Like Jesus in a Hostile World: Part 3
1 Peter 3:18-22

Main Point: Live like Jesus by resting in the saving grace of God.

Remember God’s reconciliation through Jesus came through suffering (18).
For a believer who experiences suffering because of their faith in Jesus, there’s no better

encouragement for endurance than Jesus Christ himself. Jesus also suffered. He was sinless and
righteous, yet he suffered tremendously during his life on earth. Unbelievably, his suffering was not
only at the hands of the unrighteous but also was for the unrighteous. His death was for the sins of
the unrighteous who would believe. His suffering was redemptive, being used to bring us --
unrighteous sinners -- to God! In other words, when believers suffer and even die for doing what is
right and good as they live in faithfulness to the Lord, we must remember the example of Christ and
the reconciling purpose of Christ through his suffering and death. While only Christ’s death atoned
for sins and reconciliation with God, the suffering of those in Christ is still used by the Lord in a
redemptive way. The testimony of those who suffer for the sake of righteousness is used to
strengthen other Christians who face suffering as well as to proclaim Jesus to the lost. As you
encounter suffering for your faith, you must remember God’s reconciliation through Jesus came
through suffering.

1. Read verse 18. How does Christ’s suffering bring courage to Christians who suffer today for
following Jesus?

2. How does Jesus encourage us -- even when faced with suffering -- to be bold witnesses as
Jesus has called us to be?

Remember God’s judgment and victory over evil (19-20a).
There are some passages that are difficult to understand because they are somewhat

obscure. Verses 19-20 in 1 Peter 3 fall into this category. The verses are short, and they provide
only summary information. Additionally, the information is obscure because there’s no other
reference to it in Scripture. That doesn’t mean that we can’t understand the message of the text. It
doesn’t mean that the message is not important. While there are multiple interpretations of these
verses, there are only a couple of interpretations that seem likely. We’ll focus on the one that seems
most likely based on the plain reading of the text:

1. Verse 19 starts with a reference back to verse 18, which is focused on Christ and ends with
a reference to death in the flesh but life in the spirit; therefore, the straightforward reading of
the text points to the spirit of Christ, after his death in the flesh, being the one to proclaim
his victory over sin and the reconciling work of God that was accomplished.

2. Verse 19 also references the “spirits in prison” as the recipients of Christ’s proclamation.
This unusual reference needs to be defined. Who are the “spirits?” What is meant by
“prison?” Verse 20 provides the immediate context for answering these questions. From this
verse we know that the “spirits” (a) formerly did not obey God and (b) that the former
disobedience that’s referenced occurred during the time of Noah, when the ark was being
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built. We still don’t know who these spirits are or what is meant by prison. Scripture
provides the best context for searching for these answers. Prior to Noah and the flood, we
know that evil consumed the earth and that the extent of evil even reached to the level of
the “sons of God” having children with the “daughters of man” (Gen. 6:1-4). This was an
important part of the reason for God’s judgment in the flood. Also, while “spirits” is
occasionally used in reference to man, it is primarily used to refer to spiritual beings: Angels
and demons. Putting the biblical evidence together, it seems likely that “spirits” is in
reference to the “sons of God” who acted in rebellion and disobedience during the time of
Noah. Finally, the term “prison” could be in reference to hell, but there are difficulties with
this interpretation. Prison is never used in connection to where humans are sent after death
in the flesh; however, it is used in connection to where Satan and other fallen angels are
sent (Rev. 20:7; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). Therefore, it seems likely that “prison” is the holding
place of these rebellious spirits.

But what does it mean that after his death, Christ proclaimed his victory to his enemies? For
the believer who is suffering for righteousness sake, this proclamation is a reminder of the victory
that is already won through Christ. This proclamation is a reminder of God’s justice and judgment
against sin. This message is what is important: Suffering Christian, take heart and have courage
because there is judgment against evil and there is victory in Christ.

1. Read verses 19-20a. Discuss. The most important thing is the message that God wants us
to know through these verses. What is that message?

2. Christ’s proclamation reminds us of his victory. The spirits in prison remind us of his
judgment. How do these truths bring you courage today?

Remember God’s salvation for those in Christ Jesus the King (20b-22).
The last part of verse 20 shifts to Noah and his family. They were the few who were saved

out of God’s judgment against a hostile and sinful world. They were brought safely through the
waters that brought God’s judgment. Peter correlated God’s salvation for Noah and his family to
baptism. Again, the wording of verse 21 is difficult, but the straightforward reading of the text is
clear. The act of baptism doesn’t provide salvation. Peter emphasized this reality when he stated
that baptism isn’t about removing the dirt from the body, which the physical act of baptism does;
rather, baptism is an expression of the inward repentance that appeals to God for a good
conscience through faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Baptism is the result of faith that leads
one to accept and to surrender to the rule of King Jesus, who “is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and power having been subjected to him” (1 Pet. 3:22). What a beautiful
encouragement! In places of extreme persecution against Christians, believers -- like Noah and his
family -- are few. However, like Noah and his family, believers have been delivered from the
judgment of God against evil. Believers are saved by God’s grace through King Jesus, and are now
in the kingdom of the King who is over all. As you encounter suffering for your faith, remember
God’s salvation for those in Christ Jesus the King.

1. While baptism doesn’t save, it is important. Jesus did it, and he commanded it. It’s an
expression of what’s happened on the inside. Have you been baptized?

2. Who needs to hear about God’s judgment and his salvation in Jesus? Pray, and share!
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