
Follow in His Steps
1 Peter 2:13-25

Main Point: As servants of God, we are called to follow in the steps of Jesus in the way we
honor and submit to earthly authorities.

God’s will is that we do good, living as his servants (13-17).
- Submit to governing authorities (13-14);
- Honor everyone (17);
- Love other believers (17);
- Fear God (17); and
- Honor the ruler of your country (17).

In 1 Peter 2:11-12, Peter had reminded the believers that they were exiles and
sojourners, and he called them to live in exile in such a way that would lead others to see their
good deeds and give glory to God. Starting in verse 13, Peter begins to lay out some specifics
on what those good deeds should look like in the everyday life of a believer, and these words
are powerful words of encouragement and direction for believers still today. Remember, the
believers that Peter was writing to were living in the Roman Empire. This was a paganistic,
immoral culture with leaders who did not know and fear and follow the Lord, which makes the
message of the Lord’s Word in these verses all the more important. What was God’s direction
for his people? Basically, God’s will was that they do good and live as his servants in the midst
of a sinful society and in the face of certain suffering for their faith. He commanded them to
submit to the governing authorities and to honor the emperor. He commanded them to honor
everyone and to love other believers. He commanded them to fear the Lord, living in such a
way that would show the true difference of the Lord in the lives of his people. As the culture in
our country today turns further and further away from God -- and contempt for the truth of God
and ways of God grows -- these commands are important for us to remember today. We must
not dishonor our rulers. We must not live in willful, open rebellion to our governing authorities.
We must honor everyone, and we must continue to love those who belong to the Lord. This is
God’s will! It’s what he desires and what he uses in our lives to set us apart and to draw others
to his goodness and graciousness.

1. Do an honest assessment of your heart and of what you are allowing to go into your
mind. Is your heart submitted to governing authorities, as long as they aren’t asking you
to disobey the Lord? Do you honor our President? Are you watching, listening to, or
reading things that dishonor our President and our governing authorities?

2. Apply God’s Word in these verses to your heart and attitudes right now? Is there any
room for repentance in your heart? Confess your sin, and pray for one another.
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3. Do you love the brotherhood (other followers of Jesus)? What does that mean? Use
your Bible to find verses that give detail to God’s desire for what our relationships
should look like in the church. Discuss, and pray.

As servants of God, we are called to be subject to just and to unjust rulers (18-20).
- Suffering for evil is expected (20) but
- Suffering for good is commendable (20).

Peter now drills down into a terrible but prevalent reality in Roman life: Servanthood.
Servants and slaves were a common part of the Roman economy, and whether it was a
voluntary or involuntary relationship of service, God brought strong words of direction to
believers who found themselves in this position in life. God told these believers -- who were his
servants but who also found themselves serving an earthly master -- to be subject to their
rulers. In fact, he told them to be subject to their rulers even if these earthly rulers were unjust.
His point was important to understand. If the servants did wrong, then the suffering that they
experienced would be what was expected; however, if the servants did good, then the suffering
that they experienced would be unjust. In God’s eyes, those who suffer for doing good, while
continuing to look to him and to trust in him, were doing a commendable or gracious thing.

1. Do these verses still apply to believers found in the position of a servant or slave today?
How do these verses apply to other positions of employment and other working or
service relationships? Why?

2. Why is it commendable or gracious to suffer for doing good? What’s important about
continuing to be mindful of God while suffering for doing good? What does that mean?

3. How does our culture or our sinful nature fight against this direction from God? Pray for
one another for hearts that fear the Lord most and obey in service to him.

As followers, we have been called to follow the example of Jesus our Lord (21-25).
- Not returning sin with sin (22-24) but
- Returning sin with righteousness while entrusting ourselves to God (22-24).

Ultimately, the reason we are called to do all of these things is connected to our calling
as witnesses and followers of Jesus. Our lives are supposed to be a witness to the life of
Christ. Our lives are supposed to display Jesus as we follow him. When our sinful nature rises
up and resists these commands from the Lord, we have to focus on Christ. He is the one who
honored everyone and honored the Emperor and his governors to the very end. He is the one
who was despised and rejected, mocked and ridiculed, and stoned and crucified for absolutely
no wrong. He never returned sin with sin. How? By continually entrusting himself to his Father,
who is the one who judges all justly in the end. Believers, who were once lost and now are
found, must remember why they have what they have today in forgiveness and life! We must
remember that the path of submission and suffering was the path to victory and to freedom
over sin. We must remember that Christ died for our sin so that we might die to sin in order to
live in righteousness through him and for him.

1. Make a list of the things that these verses reveal about the example of Jesus. Discuss.
2. Apply this list to your lives. How are you faithfully following the example of Jesus? How

do you need to faithfully follow the example of Jesus?
3. What does it mean to entrust yourself to the one who judges justly? What about to die

to sin so that we might live to righteousness? How do you do this? Pray with one
another for this in your lives and for God to use you to lead others to Jesus.
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