
Knowing And Being Who You Are
1 Peter 2:1-12

Main Point: As God's chosen people, we are called to know and be who we are?

Truths about knowing and being who you are, God's chosen people:

You are to put away the old habits and hunger for God's Word that you may better grow up
into salvation (1-3).

These verses contain the first of four truths about knowing and being who you are as a
Christian.  Peter is writing to believers, to people who have been transformed by “the word which is
the good news that was preached to them”(1 Peter 1:26). That transformational effect was like a
caterpillar being changed into a butterfly, there was no going back.  The only real question was how
well would they live out their new transformed lives, no matter what the circumstance. Like all of the
truths found in 1 Peter 2:1-12, this first truth has two parts.  Part one is a prescription or call for
action(s), and part two is the corresponding result of following the prescribed action(s).

1. Think of some old habits that are hurting your effectiveness to live the Christian life that you
need to “put away”.  If you feel comfortable, share one with the group.

2. How much do you really hunger for the pure spiritual milk of God’s Word, “that by it you
may grow up into salvation"?

3. What are some practices or habits that would help you in better hungering for God’s Word?
Can you find any passages in the Bible that support those habits? Share and commit
together to developing those habits.

You are to continually come to Christ, to be better built up spiritually (4-8).
As a Christian, our relationship to Christ is not meant to be a passive stagnate thing.  When

we became a Christian, God transformed  us by making us spiritually alive through the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit. The goal of that transformation is to make us like Christ, to be built up
spiritually, as Peter describes it in verse 5.  The challenge for us is to continually present ourselves
to Christ,  that is to continually come to Christ, in surrender to his ongoing work in our lives to
change us individually and collectively into a "spiritual house”.
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1. What does continually coming to Christ, “the living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious” mean to you?

2. Why is it important to see yourself as a living stone that is part of a spiritual house that is in
the process of “being built up”?

3. What are two other results of “continually coming to Christ” listed by Peter?
4. How important is a cornerstone in the building of a physical house? How important is

Christ, “a cornerstone chosen and precious”, to your spiritual life? Discuss some ways to
better come to Christ on a more continuous basis.

You are to better know your standing with God that you may better proclaim his excellencies
(9-10).

Peter is pivoting from talking about those who disobey the word in verse 8 to directly
addressing his readers with a series of "YOU ARE" statements to help them clearly know their
relationship or standing with God. These were terms that had often been used to describe God's
special relationship with Israel; however, set in the context of the New Covenant that Jesus effected
through his death on the cross, these terms now can be rightly applied to all Christians.

1. What are the four “you are” statements that Peter used so his readers would better know
their standing with God? Which one most speaks to you? Why?

2. Why do you think knowing who we are in Christ makes us better proclaimers of God’s
greatness and excellencies? What are some of God’s excellencies that you can proclaim
today and more often in the future?

You are to keep your conduct honorable to better bring glory to God  (11-12).
This is the second time Peter has referred to his readers as exiles and now also adds the

description sojourners.  Peter knows that as Christians we are to see ourselves as strangers in this
world, preparing to go home to be with our Father.

1. Part of that preparation is to live good honorable lives.  Why does Peter say that is important
now and when Christ returns?

2. Commit today to apply these four truths to your life as a Christian and to pray for
opportunities to share the good news of who you are in Christ with someone that needs the
transforming power that only God can provide in Christ.
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