
  

�°

¸>OLYL���PZ���̀ V\Y���OVWL&���>OLYL���PZ���̀ V\Y���QV`&¹� �°
1   Peter   1:3-12   
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Main   Point:   In   all   circumstances,   our   hope   and   our   joy   are   IN   Jesus   Christ.   
    

We   have   hope   in   all   circumstances   because   we   have   received   a   new   life   from   God   
through   the   resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   (3).   
Peter   is   writing   to   believers   in   Christ   in   Asia   Minor.    They   were   experiencing   persecution   for   their   
belief,   and   Peter   was   pointing   to   and   reminding   them   of   the   hope   that   we   all   share   in   Jesus.     He   
begins   by   expressing   praise   to   God   the   Father   for   giving   us   this   living   hope.   This   hope   begins   
for   us   when   God,   in   His   great   mercy   and   grace,   gives   us   a   new   life   (causes   us   to   be   born   again)  
and   pours   out   the   Holy   Spirit   upon   us   when   we   believe   (put   our   trust   in)   the   perfect   life,   atoning   
death,   and   resurrection   of   His   Son,   our   Lord   Jesus.   “Because   He   lives,   we   shall   live.   Our   new   
birth   gave   us   this   life.”    God   has   been   exceedingly   merciful   in   giving   us   this   blessing.   

1. Read   Eph.   2:1-7.   How   do   these   verses   shed   light   upon   our   position   in   Jesus   and   the   
Hope   that   God   has   given   us?   

2. Read   Titus   3:4-7   and   discuss   the   actions   of   the   Father,   Son,   and   Holy   Spirit   in   our   
redemption.    How   does   this   strengthen   your   hope?   

    
We   have   hope   because   our   new   birth   comes   with   a   guaranteed   inheritance;   namely,   the   
eternal   presence   of   Jesus   Christ   (4).   
The   “hope”   of   v.   3   is   now   referred   to   as   an   inheritance,   which   is   a   typical   Old   Testament   
description   for   the   promised   land   for   Israel.   (see   Deut.12:9-11)   Just   as   Israel   anticipated   their   
inheritance,   the   Promised   Land   on   the   other   side   of   the   Jordan,   we,   as   Christians,   look   forward   
to   our   inheritance   on   the   other   side   of   the   grave.   However,   no   one   can   pillage   or   pollute   our   
inheritance,   and   it   will   not   wear   out   or   grow   old.   Our   inheritance   is   Jesus   Christ   Himself   and   the   
blessings   that   He   has   promised   us.   

1. Read   1   John   3:2;   Col.   3:4;   Eph.   1:13-14;   Rom.   8:11,   18-23   
2. What   is   this   “Living   Hope”,   this   inheritance,   that   awaits   us?   

     
We   have   hope   because   we   (Christians)   are   being   protected   by   God   for   salvation   (5).   
You   may   ask   yourself,   “How   do   I   make   it   to   this   inheritance?   Things   are   looking   very   
troublesome.”    You   are   being   “guarded   through   faith”   by   God   himself.    Peter   calls   our   minds   to   
what   will   be   revealed   in   the   last   time.   We   will   certainly   receive   this   future   salvation,   because   
God   will   protect   us   through   his   power   by   sustaining   our   faith   to   the   end.   Not   only   is   our   
inheritance   being   protected   by   his   power,   WE   are   also.     
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1. Read   Phil.   1:6   and   1   Cor.   1:6-9.   
2. What   does   this   say   about   God’s   work   between   now   and   the   full   realization   of   our   

inheritance?   

We   rejoice   in   our   salvation,   though   we   will   go   through   difficulties   in   this   short   life   (6).   
    

This   protection   of   God   does    not    mean   that   we   will   have   a   trouble   free   life.   We   will   experience   
various   trials   and   suffering   in   this   life.    But   as   Peter   puts   it,   only   “for   a   little   while”.   Compared   to   
our   eternal   bliss,   they   are   very   brief   indeed.   However,   they   tend   to   rob   us   of   joy,   so   Peter   
reminds   us   to   rejoice.   

1. Read   2   Cor.   4:17-18.   What   does   this   say   about   current   trials?   
2. What   does   James   1:2   tell   us   to   do   in   trials?   

    
We   rejoice   in   our   difficulties   because   they   have   a   purpose.   They   serve   to   test   the   
genuineness   of   our   faith,   to   refine   and   perfect   us   to   the   glory   and   honor   of   Jesus   (7).   

The   suffering   and   trials   that   we   experience   in   this   life   serve   a   purpose.   They   are   allowed   by   
God,   as   Peter   puts   it,   to   test   the   genuineness   of   our   faith.    These   trials   help   us   realize   the   futility   
of   anything   but   to   trust   in   God   in   these   situations.   It   also   purifies   us,   and   drives   out   impurity   as   
fire   refines   gold.   This   tested   faith   has   a   great   reward;   glory,   honor   and   praise   at   the   return   of   our   
Lord   Jesus   Christ.  

1. What   does   it   mean   to   have   joy   in   the   midst   of   suffering?   
2. Read   James   1:2-4   again.    What   does   this   add   to   our   understanding   of   trials   in   a   

Christian’s   life?  

    
We   rejoice   because   we   have   received   overwhelming   blessings.   Even   the   angels   long   to   
understand   fully   what   has   been   accomplished   in   us   (8-12).   
    

Joy   is   not   reserved   for   when   Jesus   returns.    Even   now,   our   love   for   Him   and   belief   in   Him   bring   
us   joy.   The   end   result   of   this   belief   is   eternal   salvation.   Even   though   the   OT   prophets   did   not   see   
clearly   when   their   prophecies   would   be   realized,   they   did   foretell   that   Christ   would   suffer   and   
then   be   glorified.    However,   it   seems   they   lacked   understanding   of   how   His   suffering   and   glory   
fit   together.     We   have   the   benefit   of   hindsight   since   Jesus   the   Messiah   has   already   come.   Just   
like   them,   However,   we   have   not   seen   the   fulfillment   of   the   prophecies   of   Messiah’s   glorification   
yet.   Even   the   angels   are   waiting   to   see   how   and   exactly   when   God   will   fulfill   them   (Heb.   1:5  
2:18).   
    

1. Read   Isaiah   53:1-6   and   61:1-3.   Discuss   the   suffering   and   glory   in   these   verses   as   they   
relate   to   what   you   know   about   the   life   of   Jesus?   

2. How   does   the   dichotomy   of   suffering   and   glory   in   Jesus’   life   relate   to   the   Christian’s   life?   
3. Do   you   know   anyone   who   is   experiencing   a   trial?   How   can   you   help   them   find   the   hope  

and   joy   we   have   in   Christ?   
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