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Called To Be Holy 
1 Peter 1:13-25 

As Christians, we are called to live out holiness in the midst of Pain 
 
 
Obedience and Holiness in Our Lives (vv 13-16) 
 The Christians in this area are being heavily persecuted and it is very difficult to live out 
their Christianity in this atmosphere.  Peter is well aware that this going on so he is sending this 
letter to encourage the people to continue to live out their belief n Jesus even though it may 
cost them their lives.  He is reminding them of their source of hope in the second coming of 
Christ.  He is really issuing a command to “Keep looking toward your final salvation which will 
be fully experienced when Christ returns.”  Peter tells them we are expected to be “obedient 
children” in our daily walk.  This obedience should show others that Jesus is the ruler of our 
lives.  God expects us to be Holy.  We are to strive toward holiness in all that we do.  Do not 
lose sight of what is ahead, Christ’s return 
 

1. Have you ever experience any form of persecution for being a believer?  Do you know 
anyone that has?  What was your response?   

2. Do you look forward to the second coming constantly, occasionally or even at all?  
What part does the return of Christ play in your daily walk? 

3. Have you experienced disobedient children?  How did you discipline them?  Did it 
bring about the desired response?  Have you been disobedient to God?  How did He 
discipline you?  Has it brought about the desire response? 

4. What does “being Holy”  mean to you?  Have you considered how to strive toward 
holiness in your life?  What are some actions you should take daily to be Holy? 

 
God is the final judge of humankind (v 17) 
God will be the final judge of all that we do and say when we reach the end of our existence on 
this earth.  All of the lies and game playing will be revealed and all masks will be removed. 
God’s judgement deals with a person’s character as well as his actions. Character can be 
faked.  He wants to know our internal motivation for our actions.  God’s judgement is done 
impartially, without regard for our games and masks.  We should desire for God’s Holy 
character to be forged into our lives even when His judgement involves pain.  
 

1. Have you ever encountered people that you felt were “putting on a mask” or pretending 
to be something they were not?  How did you respond to them?  Have you ever 
pretended to be someone you were not?   

2. Have you thought about how you will be held accountable for your thoughts and 
actions.  What would you change about your Christian walk if you knew you were going 
to be called out on it today?  
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3. What does “live with pain in light of hope” mean to you?  What “pain” are you living with 
today?  Do you know what the word “hope” is referring to? 

 
Hang in There (vv 20-22) 
The broader context of this chapter encourages us to “hang in there”.  Don’t waste your life in 
irresponsible living.  The same God who allowed his Son to suffer will also allow you to suffer.  
He raised Jesus to glory and He will also raise you to glory. You are redeemed. The ransom 
price was the life of Jesus Christ.  Because he was raised from the dead, you too can look 
forward with confidence to that hope.  Peter also encourages us to love each other from a pure 
heart.  That pure heart comes from a strong vertical relationship with God which will show up in 
our horizontal relationship with each other.  We should not treat people kindly with a motive of 
what we can get out of the relationship.  God expects us to treat each other with love and 
without ulterior motives.  This kind of love is one that must be worked on constantly, even 
when life is difficult. 
  

1. Have you ever felt like you have reached the end of your rope?  Are there things in your 
life that are “wasting” your life and energy?  What changes do you need to make to 
restore and strengthen your vertical relationship? 

2. The only way we can make changes in our lives is through a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ.  This is the beginning and the finishing of our Christian walk.  Where are you in 
your relationship with Christ? 
Do you have the vertical relationship?  Would you like to talk to someone about this 
relationship?  Do you know of someone that needs to hear about Jesus?  Are you 
willing to share this message with them? 


