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Chosen and Precious 
1 Peter 1:1-2 

 
Main Point: Hope in the face of persecution and suffering, remembering we are the 
chosen of God and as such, we honor His choice of us by obeying His Word. 
 
In July of 64 A.D., the ancient city of Rome burned, and historians tell us that while the city was 
burning, Nero, the emperor played his fiddle.  The fire was intense, and it consumed most of 
the buildings and many of its people. At the time Peter was writing this letter, there was 
growing persecution of believers. The people of Rome believed that Nero had given orders to 
burn the city, and as you can imagine, having lost their homes, their religious temples and not 
to mention the deaths of family members and friends, the citizens were at the point of an 
insurrection. Nero realized that he had to redirect the hostility. He needed someone to blame 
and who better than this new sect of extremist called ‘Christians’. They were already at odds 
with Nero and the Roman culture because the Christians didn’t treat Nero as a god. And so, 
one of the first great persecutions of Christians since the Church’s beginning, some 30 years 
earlier, was underway, and it was a very difficult time.  Within a few short months many 
Christians were imprisoned, racked, seared, broiled, burned, scourged, stoned, and hanged.  
Both men and women were crucified which was the fate of Paul and Peter, and even Peter’s 
wife. But before Peter died, he wrote this magnificent letter to believers whose suffering would 
only increase over time and could very likely result in their death. 
 
Their Standing (1 Peter 1:1)                                                                                                       
Peter addresses these believers as an ‘elect’ or your version may say a ‘chosen’ people. He 
wants them to know ‘their standing’ before God the Father. They are the ‘elect’, the ‘chosen’ 
of God! The word ‘elect’ means to make a choice, and it was God’s choice in choosing His 
own. In Hebrews 12:2, the writer says that Jesus is the founder, the ‘author’ and ‘finisher’ of 
our faith.  How does knowing you are ‘chosen’ by God bring comfort and peace to you? It has 
always been God’s pattern to exercise His Divine Sovereignty in His Choice. Read Dt 7: 6, and 
identify who is the subject of the text. Read Eph 1:3–14, and discuss what’s being taught by 
Paul. 
Other references for discussion:  John 6:44; Matt. 11: 25 – 27; John 15: 16; Acts 13:46-49; Col 
3:12; 2 Thess 2:13 -14 ; 2 Tim 2:10 ; 1 Cor 1:26–31; Eph 1:3–14. 
  
The most significant example of God’s divine choice was in His choosing Christ to be the 
redeemer of His elect people. As Peter is writing this letter, he remembers a passage from 
Isaiah 42, and then a bit later in 1 Peter 2:6, he says” For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen (that’s the exact same word in the original 
language here that Peter uses in vs. 1 for the word ‘elect’) And he says… For it stands in 
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen/ ‘elect’ and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” God the Father chose Jesus to be the 
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Savior of His chosen people, and Peter makes sure that we know that He was ‘the chosen 
cornerstone, and He is precious! Everything about the incarnate life of Christ was none other 
than a revelation of the electing purposes of God! Everything in the life and ministry of Jesus 
was according to God’s divine predestination! That is what we find throughout scripture. The 
eternal love and power of Christ has always been at work for the salvation of the elect, God’s 
chosen people. 
 
Strangers in the world 
Peter identifies these people as exiles or ‘strangers’. They were temporary residents. They 
would not likely have had the legal protections or personal rights that other citizens would 
have. Things are changing so fast in our country. Do you ever feel like your faith in Christ 
makes you a stranger (‘alien’) among the people you live and work with?  What are some 
biblical responses in living out your faith in Christ in this evil day? Read 1 Peter 5:10-12. 
Christians have suffered for their faith in Christ throughout history. What instruction does Peter 
give in these verses? 
 
Foreknown by God 
 In 1Peter 1:2 Peter says that these believers were chosen according to God’s ‘foreknowledge’. 
God knew before the world was created those whom he had elected for salvation, and that the 
cause of His choosing us depends on nothing else but on God alone, and excludes every 
worthiness on the part of man. Peter is telling these believers that the basis of their election is 
bound up in God’s predetermined plan called His foreknowledge. What effect does this truth 
have on the typical pride of man? Peter tells his reader they are ‘elect’ and what the results are 
from their election. 
 
 
Their Salvation (1 Pet 1:2b) 
God’s chosen people enter into the actual experience of their election “by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit”.  They were now separated unto God to holiness through Christ’s work of 
redemption. Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 1:30, “ And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption...”. 
In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians in 2 Thess. 2:13, he wrote “But we ought always to give 
thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits 
to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.” 
 
Sanctification is entirely the work of God.  He sets apart every elect believer to himself to the 
position of holiness. Every new-born believer is sanctified. Every believer is a saint. 

If you’re a Christian, you’ve been chosen and foreknown by God and you are a saint by the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit when you trusted Christ as LORD! 

Sanctification is not only an initial act by God in setting us apart in the Holiness of Christ, 
but Paul tells us in Romans 6 that it’s the life-long pursuit of every true believer. 
Is that the evidence of your life? That brings us to the final words of Peter here in the last part 
of vs. 2. Peter described their standing before God……they are…. the ‘elect’…….and it’s 
based on God’s foreknowledge.He’s told them the objective of their election was their 
salvation (1 Pet 1:2b)They are now a ‘redeemed’ people set apart by God the Holy Spirit. 
 
 And now we see……… 



 

Sermon - June 6, 2021  3 

 
Their Submission (1 Peter 1:2c) 
…… “for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood.” Obedience to Jesus 
Christ becomes the pattern in their new life.  It’s our response to God’s Covenant of Grace.  
Through the sacrifice of Christ, God commits to redeem and forgive His elect, and we commit 
to obey! In Romans 6, Paul says we’re no longer ‘slaves of sin’……At times, we fail in our 
obedience, but it’s not the pattern of our lives! God never fails in His covenant of grace to 
forgive sin! If we confess our sin, He is faithful to His covenant to forgive! What a 
compassionate truth regarding God’s covenant of Grace! 
  
And finally, Peter says here at the end of vs. 2, “May grace and peace be multiplied to you.” 
 
I wish for you all the best … all that God has, ….. multiplied again,…. and again…. and again. 
  
 


