
“More Marriage Matters in the Church”
1 Corinthians 7:6-9, 17-40

Main Point: Your standing in Christ isn’t impacted by any standing in this world, and your 
devotion to Christ is what is most important in your decision to marry.

More facts about marriage in the church:
Singleness is good as long as it doesn’t add to temptation and lead to sin (6-9).
   Paul addressed believers who were either single or widowed, encouraging them with his 
desire that they would stay single as he too was single. While we’re certain that at this point in 
Paul’s life he was single, we also assume that as a former rabbi, Paul was married at one point 
in his life. We’re not sure what happened to his presumed wife. Perhaps she passed away, or 
perhaps she left Paul when he became a Christian. Regardless, Paul was single at this point in 
his life, and he encouraged those in the church to remain single if they are able to do so without 
adding temptation that would lead to sexual immorality in their lives. The bottom line was that 
Paul wanted believers to know that it was not bad or wrong to be single. It was good, as long as 
being single didn’t lead to immorality in the life of a Christian. Paul understood, however, that 
this was not for everyone. That the Lord doesn’t give this gift to every believer, so these words 
are instructive for all believers rather than a command to all believers.
1. Discuss Paul’s statement on singleness in these verses. Does the church talk about this or 

teach this well? If so, how? If not, why?
2. What is the predominant view in our area and culture on this issue of singleness?
3. How is Paul’s statement different? How is his statement similar?

Changing your standing in this world doesn’t change your standing in Christ (17-24).
   Paul used a broader illustration to emphasize the fact that neither marriage nor singleness 
changed one’s standing in Christ. He let them know that this was something that he 
commanded in all the churches. Paul understood the threats to the gospel of grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ. He knew how easily works and status can compromise the true gospel and can 
infect and invade the church, creating jealousy and divisions that damage the witness of the 
church and the work of Jesus. Therefore, Paul called believers to remain in the condition they 
were in when they were called. If they were circumcised or uncircumcised, remain in that 
condition. If they were free or bondservants, remain in that condition, but if given the opportunity 
to be free, take it! Paul used the issue of freedom and bond-service to get to the heart of the 
matter, which was that believers have been bought with a price. We are servants of Christ. Our 
standing in this world does not change our standing in Christ. There’s no cause for division or 
hierarchy based on these factors in the church of Jesus Christ because of the gospel of grace 
by which we are saved!
1. What was circumcision to Israel under the old covenant? Why did this become an issue in 

the early church under the new covenant? What are some other passages that speak to 
circumcision under the new covenant? Read, and discuss.
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2. How could the issue of free people and bondservants — as well as the issue circumcision — 
create divisions in the church? Why do you think Paul used this particular illustration?

3. How does the gospel eliminate these distinctions and divisions?

Changing your focus to the return of Jesus changes your focus in this world (25-31).
   Paul began to apply the principle of remaining in the condition you were in when you were 
called to the issue of betrothal, marriage, and singleness in the church. If someone was married 
when they were saved, they should stay married. If someone was single when they were saved, 
they shouldn’t seek to get married just because they are now a Christian. If someone was 
betrothed when they were saved, it was not a sin to go ahead and get married. More important 
than just the practical advice, however, Paul wanted the believers to think differently about these 
matters. He wanted them to see the world with kingdom eyes that have eternity in view. Paul 
reminded them that the things of this world are passing away, which was in connection with the 
return of Jesus and the consummation of the kingdom of God on heaven and on earth. 
Believers need to set their hope on the return of Jesus. Believers need to focus on the reality of 
his return and on the eternal inheritance they have been given in him. Paul wanted believers to 
make decisions in this life and to live their lives today with eternity in view!
1. How did Paul apply the principle of remaining in your condition to marriage and singleness? 

How can you apply this principle in your lives right now? Share, and discuss.
2. Read verses 29-31. Discuss what these verses mean and the practical questions these 

verses raise. How do you do this?
3. Do you view the world as passing away, or is what’s here-and-now your primary focus and 

driver for decisions each day? How do we cultivate kingdom eyes as a believer? How can 
your small group help? Take time to share, to encourage, and to pray for one another.

Singleness and marriage are both good and beneficial for the church (32-40).
- Singleness with self-control promotes devotion to the Lord and benefits the church (32-35).
- Marriage promotes protection from sin and benefits the church (36-38).
   Finally, Paul brought all of this together, trying to defeat division and confusion over the issue 
of marriage and singleness in the church. The bottom line was that singleness and marriage are 
both good and beneficial for the church! Singleness with self-control protects devotion to the 
Lord. The believer who is single is not concerned about the needs of a spouse or pleasing a 
spouse. Rather, a believer who is single and self-controlled can be devoted to the needs of the 
Lord and pleasing the Lord. For Paul, singleness was of great benefit to the church. This 
individual could be devoted to the work of the gospel. On the other hand, a believer who is 
married does have to be concerned about the needs of their spouse and pleasing their spouse. 
Paul recognized the potential impact of this one’s devotion to the work of the gospel, but if an 
individual’s singleness would lead to temptation and sexual sin, then marriage is of great benefit 
to that individual’s devotion to God. As a result, marriage is also of great benefit to the church. 
Paul’s point was that marriage and singleness should be decisions that individuals make based 
on the gifts and calling of God in their lives. Neither marriage nor singleness add to the standing 
of a believer before Christ, so these issues shouldn’t create division in the church. Ultimately, 
both marriage and singleness should be pursued based on a believer’s devotion to Christ.
1. Discuss what Paul said about singleness. Is there someone you could encourage with these 

verses? Pray for them.
2. Discuss what Paul said about marriage. Is there someone who needs to hear these verses? 

Pray for them.
3. How has God’s Word on these matters changed your view of singleness or marriage, and 

their benefit and purpose in the church? Spend time praising the Lord for these gifts!
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