
“Such Were Some of You”
1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Main Point: Through Jesus, God can eternally and truly change the life of a sinner.

Facts about the bad news and the good news:
Persistent sin identifies a life that’s enslaved to sin and headed to hell (9-10).
   In the context of reminding the church that they — not the court or unbelievers — should be 
the arbiters in disputes between believers, Paul pointed to a couple of critically and eternally 
important facts about people who aren’t saved. First, Paul emphasized the reality that persistent 
actions in a person’s life exposes that person’s identity. Someone who constantly lies is a liar. 
Someone who continually steals is a thief. Someone who always gets drunk is a drunkard. 
Someone who persistently kills is a murderer. In other words, persistent sin points to a life that’s 
enslaved to sin and is identified by sin. Second, Paul reinforced the reality that an individual who 
persistently sins — is identified most by their sin — isn’t going to inherit the kingdom of God! 
What does that mean? It means that the unsaved individual, whose persistent actions in life 
reveal a life that’s enslaved to sin, is not going to heaven. Stated more directly, those who are 
enslaved to sin are headed to hell. This is the undeniable and difficult truth of God’s Word: 
Sinners are enslaved to sin and headed to hell. This is the bad news!
1. Think about your life before you were saved. What were you identified by? Did you realize 

that you were headed to hell? What did that feel like? Take time to share your testimonies.
2. What did God do in your life — or who did he use in your life — to bring you to repentance 

and faith? How did you begin to understand and experience your new life in Jesus?
3. Do you know anyone who is enslaved to sin and headed to hell? Share the first name of the 

first person that came to your mind. Take time in your group to break into groups of two or 
three and to pray for these individuals.

4. This week, would you be willing to share your testimony with the person that God put on 
your heart? How do you do that? How could you start that conversation? Discuss, and 
encourage one another.

But through Jesus, God can re-identify your life (11):
- He can wash away your sins.
- He can make you holy.
- He can declare you forgiven and free.
   While the bad news is that lives enslaved to sin are headed to hell, there’s good news! Paul 
reminded the church in Corinth that many of them used to fit into that category, but something 
happened. Through the name of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit, the lives of the believers 
in Corinth had been transformed. They had been re-identified so that they were no longer 
identified by their sin. How was this possible? It was possible because their sins had been 
washed away! It’s possible because God had set them apart and made them holy by connecting 
their lives to Jesus through faith. It’s possible because God had declared them justified — or 
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righteous — through the righteousness of Christ and the work of Christ on the cross for their 
sins. Today, God is still re-identifying lives through his grace by faith in Jesus Christ. If you are in 
Christ, you have been washed. You have been made holy. You have been declared justified: 
Forgiven and free. If you aren’t in Christ, you can be today. Repent, and believe!
1. What does it mean that those who are in Christ are washed? If baptism doesn’t literally 

wash away your sins, what does literally wash away your sins? If this is the case, then what 
is the purpose of baptism? Do you remember the feeling of knowing that your sins had been 
washed away. Share, and celebrate.

2. What does it mean to be sanctified in Christ Jesus? Remember, sanctified literally means to 
be set apart or to be made holy. How is this possible? Also, God reveals in his Word that 
sanctification is both a one-time event and an ongoing experience. Discuss these two 
aspects of being sanctified. Specifically, how is God working in your life to sanctify you right 
now?

3. What does it mean to be justified in Christ Jesus? Take time to study this particular word, 
and discuss its meaning as a legal term. How does this apply to your life through your faith 
in Jesus Christ?

4. Thinking back to the individuals you prayed for earlier, pray now that these things would 
become identifying realities in their lives through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

5. Share your thoughts on the presentation last week on Louisiana Adult and Teen Challenge. 
Close your time together in prayer for this kind of transformation through Christ in the lives of 
those in Adult and Teen Challenge in Louisiana right now, as well as the lives of those in 
Celebrate Recovery right here in our community.
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