
“Lawsuits to Holy Suits”
1 Corinthians 6:1-20

Main Point: Dealing with sin in the church includes settling disputes between members and 
living to glorify God with our bodies.

Things that the church must know and do:
Church, handle matters of judgment in disputes between members (1-8).
• Believers will judge the world (2).
• Believers will judge angels (3).
• Believers should seek believers to judge their disputes (4-6).
• Believers shouldn’t do things to one another that need to be judged (7-8).
   As Paul was dealing with matters of discipline within the church, he went on to both admonish 
the church and to encourage the church in handling disputes between members. The 
admonishment came because the church in Corinth had members who had sued one another, 
bringing other members to court before Roman officials who weren’t believers. Paul’s criticism 
of this was based on some really important facts: (1) Believers will judge the world, and (2) 
believers will judge angels! If these two things are true, Paul wondered why anyone would 
question whether there were those in the church with the wisdom and ability to judge disputes 
between church members. Additionally, Paul’s concern over these law suits was also for the 
protection of the witness of the church. Why would church members bring these matters to 
unbelievers? If they were having disputes because of fraud and other similar issues, it pointed 
to sin in the church, which compromises the witness of the church to the lost world God has 
called the church to reach. As a result of all of these things, Paul called the church to handle 
matters of judgment in disputes between its members, trusting in God’s wisdom and work and 
protecting God’s glory and work.
1. Read verses 1-8. Discuss what it means that believers (saints) will judge the world and 

angels. What does it mean that believers are “saints?” What does it mean that we’ll judge 
the world and angels? Use scripture to support your discussion.

2. How does it impact the church when believers take each other to court to settle disputes 
before a judge who may or may not be a believer? What is the judge’s standard and process 
for basing his/her judgment? How is this different from the believer’s standard and process 
for basing his/her judgment?

3. If believers bring a lawsuit against each other, how does this show defeat already? What did 
Paul mean when he talked about suffering wrong and being defrauded? Why?

Church, only those who are washed, sanctified, and justified in Christ will inherit the 
kingdom of God (9-11).
• Those who live in persistent, unrepentant sin will not inherit the kingdom of God (9-10).
• Those who will inherit the kingdom of God have been transformed by the grace of God (11).
   The ability of the church to judge disputes among its members and the motivation of the 
church to deal with and defeat sin is grounded in the identity of the church. The world is full of 
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people whose lives are consumed and controlled by sin. They are identified by their sin: Thief, 
murderer, liar, adulterer, etc. This is how those in the church used to be identified in their lives 
as well; however, that’s no longer the case because of the grace of God! For church members, 
they have been washed, cleansing away their sin. They have been sanctified, set apart and 
made holy for God. They have been justified, made right with God through Jesus Christ and by 
the Holy Spirit! Believers have been given an eternal inheritance that they don’t deserve and 
could never earn! This transformative work in the life of a believer is cause for hope and 
motivation for obedience.
1. Is the list in verses 9-10 exhaustive or illustrative? Why? Why won’t those who practice such 

things (identified by these consistent behaviors in their lives) inherit the kingdom of God?
2. Do you know someone who fits this description? Take time in your group to allow group 

members to pray for specific people who need their lives transformed by Christ.
3. In verse 11, Paul said that the Corinthians used to be these things, but now they weren’t. 

Read verse 11, and discuss what it means to be washed, sanctified, and justified.
4. Do you remember what you were before Jesus? What identified you most? Take time to 

share some testimonies and celebrate the grace of God and the transforming work of the 
gospel in your lives.

Church, remember to glorify God with your body (12-20).
• A believer’s body is joined with Christ (15-17).
• A believer’s body is the dwelling place of God (19).
• A believer’s body belongs to the Lord (19-20).
   Next, Paul turned his attention back to the implications of this reality of transformation through 
the gospel in the lives of believers. If this is true, believers need to understand that what they do 
with their bodies takes on a greater significance as a Christian. Sexual immorality takes on a 
deeper lever of seriousness in the life of a believer. Why? Because a believer’s body is joined 
with Christ! A believer’s body is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit! A believer’s body belongs 
to the Lord! Take a moment and let these realities sink in. As a believer, your life is connected to 
Christ. The presence of God is in you and with you wherever you go and whatever you do. You 
aren’t your own, but you were bought with a price. This means that sexual sin — and every 
other kind of sin — has deep significance and devastating consequence. The presence of the 
Lord is a comfort and a strength, and his presence is also a strong conviction and deterrence. 
Christian, God is in you and with you, so glorify God with your body!
1. Read verses 12-20. Why is sexual sin such a deeply personal sin?
2. What does it mean that our bodies have been joined with Christ? How should this impact 

your life day-to-day?
3. What does it mean that our bodies are the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit? How should this 

impact your life day-to-day?
4. What does it mean that our bodies belong to the Lord? How should this impact your life day-

to-day?
5. What are some practical ways that you can glorify God with your body? Discuss, and pray 

for one another to live in Christ to glorify God with your bodies everyday and in every way!
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