
“To Judge or Not to Judge?”
1 Corinthians 5:1-13

Main Point: The church must deal with sin in the church to protect the holiness of the church.

Truths about dealing with sin in the church:
It’s arrogant, rather than godly, to accept sin in the church (1-2).
   Paul received a report that he couldn’t believe: There was a man in the church in Corinth who 
was living with his father’s wife, which probably refers to a step-mother. This kind of immorality 
wasn’t even accepted among the pagans, but for some reason, the church in Corinth allowed it 
to exist in their church! Perhaps the church was scared to say or do anything if the man was 
someone of wealth or position. Perhaps the church was claiming to be tolerant and accepting of 
people wherever they were and whatever they did. Perhaps the church thought that God’s grace 
and forgiveness allowed the man to do whatever he wanted to do. We don’t know why they 
allowed this kind of sin in the church, but we do know that they did allow it! Paul’s response was 
strong. He called them arrogant for accepting this man’s sin. He pointed to the fact that they 
should be mourning over this man’s sin in their church. In fact, they should have already 
disciplined this man and removed him from the church. This kind of discipline was powerful in 
an honor and shame culture, as was the case in Corinth, and its purpose was to lead the one in 
sin to repentance and restoration. It’s never godly to accept what God never accepts.
1. What are some things that are accepted in many churches today? Do we accept sin in our 

church? If so, what?
2. How is it arrogant to be accepting of sin among those who profess to be Christians?
3. Are you more likely to mourn over, ignore, or accept the sin of another believer? Why? 

When was the last time that sin in the church made you truly mournful? Why?
4. What does it mean that they should have already removed the man from the church? What 

does that look like today? How is church disciplined viewed today? Is your view based on 
opinion or God’s Word?

It’s necessary to deal with sin together as the church (3-5).
   Paul went on to encourage the church in Corinth to deal with the sin that they had accepted in 
their church. He told them that while he wasn’t there with them in body, he was with them in 
spirit. His judgment was already made in the case. There was no justification for the kind of 
immorality that man was practicing, so Paul didn’t have an issue in pronouncing judgment 
against the man. He challenged the church to take care of business when they came together, 
allowing the power of the Lord Jesus to work through their congregation to discipline the man 
who was living in sin. The church was to hand the man over to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh. In other words, if the man was a believer, the discipline of the Lord, the separation from 
the church, and the certain destructiveness of sin would lead him to repentance. Paul made 
sure that the church knew that it was their responsibility to deal with this issue. As God’s church 
— the children of God — they had a responsibility to come together to deal with sin in the 
church.
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1. What did Paul mean that he was with them in spirit? Why does this matter?
2. How can Paul pronounce judgment with such certainty in this situation? Why is Paul’s 

judgment important?
3. Paul told them to discipline the man when they assembled together. What does that mean? 

What would that mean today in the context of our church?
4. Discuss what it means to turn someone over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. How is 

this connected to the final statement of deliverance in the end for the believer who is in sin?
5. Is there someone that fits in this category right now that you know? Pray for them, and if 

they are church members, commit to talk to leadership in the church this week about what 
step to take in church discipline.

It’s boastful to tolerate sin that so quickly compromises holiness in the church (6-8).
   Paul said that the boasting in the Corinthian church was not good. In some way, which the 
church in Corinth understood and we can only assume, the believers in Corinth were boasting. 
Perhaps their boasting was explicit in connection to their toleration of the man’s sin or of their 
acceptance of his sin. Perhaps their boasting was implicit, but either way, it was wrong. 
Whatever the specific motive of their boasting, it was not good. To explain, Paul used an 
illustration connected to the Passover. He connected this issue to the church in Corinth with 
leaven in dough. Just as a little leaven eventually permeates and leavens the whole lump of 
dough, so it is with sin in the church. It only takes a small amount of sin in the church to affect or 
to compromise the holiness of the church. Paul told them to clean out the leaven, reminding 
them that they really were unleavened! The Passover lamb of God, Jesus Christ, has been 
sacrificed. Believers have been made righteous in Christ! In essence, Paul told the Corinthian 
believers to be who they were in Christ! You’ve been forgiven and made holy in Christ, so be 
who you are!
1. Is there any boasting in tolerating sin today in the church? If so, how? If not, why?
2. How is sin and the toleration of sin in the church like leaven?
3. What does it mean that you — believers — are leavened?
4. Are you being who you are in Christ? Is there sin or the toleration of sin in the church that is 

compromising your witness for the Lord?

It’s important, rather than improper, to judge sin in the church (9-13).
• Sin is expected outside of the church, so don’t judge sin outside the church. Share the gospel!
• Sin is not acceptable inside of the church, so do judge sin in the church. Follow Mt. 18:15-20!
   Importantly, Paul clarified that when he talked about not associating with the sexual immoral, 
he was talking about those inside of the church. We expect sin outside of the church. We have 
to associate with sinners to reach sinners with the gospel! However, sin is not acceptable inside 
of the church, and it’s this sin that Paul talked about. Believer should not fellowship with those 
who profess to be believers but who continue to live in unrepentant sin — of any type! The 
church must deal with sin in the church, and allow God to deal with sin outside of the church. 
And in dealing with sin, the church has to be willing to take hard action to protect the glory of 
God in his church and the holiness of the church, including disfellowshipping with those who 
insist on living in opposition to God’s standards so clearly communicated in his Word.
1. Discuss the difference between judging sin in the church and outside of the church. Did you 

understand this distinction? Why is this important? Are you practicing this in your life?
2. Didn’t Jesus say “don’t judge?” Read Matt. 7:1-5. What does Jesus say about judgments?
3. Is there someone outside of the church that you can share the gospel with this week? Take 

time to share and to pray for these individuals and for yourselves.
4. Is there someone inside of the church that you need to follow Matthew 18 with this week?
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