
“Follow the Ways of Christ”
1 Corinthians 4:1-21

Main Point: The only path to true maturity in Christ and the defeat of prideful divisions in the 
church is to follow the ways of Christ.

God’s leaders are called to be faithful servants and stewards, and only God knows their 
hearts (1-5).
- Don’t pass final judgment on God’s servants because only the Lord is qualified to finally and 

fully judge (5).
   When you think of God’s leaders in his church — like the apostle Paul or Apollos in the early 
church — how should you view them? Paul’s answer was clear: “as servants of God and 
stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). Paul went on to emphasize that servants and 
stewards should be faithful in being serving and in stewarding. The church in Corinth, in picking 
Paul over Apollos or Apollos over Paul, however, was judging God’s servants. Paul let them 
know that their judgment — and even his own — didn’t really matter. They don’t know Paul’s 
own heart, and perhaps Paul himself is even self-deceived about something in his life. Only God 
knows the purposes of the heart, so in the end, only God can judge his servants and stewards 
fully and properly. Therefore, Paul urges the believers in Corinth to “not pronounce judgment . . . 
before the Lord comes.”
1. Define what a servant is and what a servant does. How does this apply to a believer’s life? 

How does it apply to your life?
2. Define what a steward is and what a steward does. How does this apply to a believer’s life? 

How does it apply to your life?
3. What does it mean to be faithful? In your role as a servant of God and in the stewardship of 

what God’s entrusted to you, are you faithful? Share, and encourage one another.
4. Is anyone guilty in pronouncing final judgment on one of God’s servants and stewards? 

Confess, and pray.

Pride and rivalry over God’s servants and stewards is against God’s design and doesn’t 
make sense (6-7).
- Don’t boast in gifts or giftedness, which all come from God (7).
   Paul was dealing with the issue of pride and rivalry — jealousy and strife — in the church in 
Corinth for the good of the Corinthian believers. Paul didn’t want them to go outside of God’s 
Word and his will. He wanted them to know that arrogance and pride over gifts to the church 
and in the church was not God’s design for his church. In fact, arrogance and pride over gifs or 
giftedness in the church didn’t make any sense! Don’t all gifts come from God? The very things 
that set a believer apart in the church for their unique ministry in the body of Christ aren’t things 
that they earned or deserved. Spiritual gifts in the church all come from God, and if they are gifts  
from God, then there’s no room for boasting? How can someone boast about a gift that they 
didn’t earn or deserve? The obvious answer is that no one really can boast in a gift, so in the 
church, there’s no room for boasting in gifts or giftedness, which all come from God.
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1. When Paul said “what is written…,” what did he mean? Why is it important not to go beyond 
what is written? What’s the best way to protect against going beyond what is written?

2. Have you ever felt pride over the gift that God’s given you to use in his work? Have you 
every felt prideful over a leader or teacher? Why is this wrong?

3. Where do all gifts to the church (teachers, preachers, evangelists, leaders, etc.) and all gifts 
in the church (hospitality, singing, giving, administration, teaching, etc.) come from? How 
does the source of gifts eliminate any grounds for boasting?

God’s servants and stewards can expect to follow the path of Christ in this world (8-13).
- Don’t expect the full rewards of heaven on this earth (8).
   Paul moves on to a section in this chapter that is full of sarcasm. The Corinthian believers 
were acting arrogantly like they were already kings; like they were already rich; and like they 
had everything they needed. These are all things that are promised to believers when the 
fullness of the kingdom comes after the return of Jesus, but not until then. Paul used himself 
and Apollos again, pointing to the fact that while the believers in Corinth were acting as though 
they didn’t need anything, that they were rich, and that they were kings, Paul and Apollos were 
hungry, thirsty, hated, and persecuted. In reading about Paul’s situation, it’s hard not to see the 
very life of Jesus Christ, who blessed when reviled and endured when persecuted. Paul’s point 
is clear, isn’t it? His life looked a lot more like Jesus than the Corinthian believers who were 
acting like they were already in the consummated kingdom on earth. The point for Corinth and 
for us today is important (because it’s still an issue today): Don’t expect the full rewards of 
heaven on this earth.
1. Read verse 8. Discuss these things that Paul points to in the hearts of some of the 

Corinthian believers. How would these things lead to arrogance and division in the church? 
Do you see any of these opinions in Christianity today?

2. What’s the point that Paul makes by making the comparison that he’s foolish, weak, 
dishonored, etc. while the church in Corinth is saying that they are wise, strong, honored, 
etc.?

3. How does Paul’s life look like Christ’s life when he was on the earth? Make a list and draw 
comparisons to the life of Jesus. What’s significant about this? Who do you most look like?

God’s faithful servants and stewards follow the ways of Christ, calling others to imitate 
them (14-21).
- Do follow the ways of Christ (17)!
   Paul spoke with such sarcasm and directness not to shame the believers in Corinth but to 
admonish them and to stir them up to repentance and humble obedience to the Lord. Paul 
reminded them that he was their spiritual father, and in that, he called them to be children who 
imitate him. Timothy had been sent to Corinth to remind them of Paul’s life, which followed the 
ways of Christ. In effect, Paul was calling them to imitate him as he imitated Christ. The ways of 
Christ were taught by Paul and lived out in Paul’s life, and Paul so desired other believers to 
follow his example of living in Christ. Today, following the ways of Christ is still our call and the 
best defense against arrogance and pride.
1. Do a word study on the word “admonish” in verse 14. What does it mean? Why is this 

actually a good thing, and how does it show the love of Paul for the Corinthians?
2. Paul calls the Corinthian believers to imitate him. Can you say that? Why, or why not? Who 

should you say that to in your life?
3. What are the ways of Christ? How do we know the ways of Christ? What role can your small 

group play in helping to learn the ways or Christ and live the ways of Christ in your life?
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