
“Eliminating Jealousy and Strife”
1 Corinthians 3:1-23

Main Point: God’s wisdom is required to eliminate jealousy and strife in the church.

The presence of jealousy and strife in the church points to the work of the flesh and not 
of the Spirit (1-4).
   There was jealousy and strife in the church of Corinth, and of all things, it was connected to 
arguments over the best teacher or preacher. Some in the church thought Paul was the best. He 
was the first, after all, and God used him in a mighty way to plant the church of Corinth. Others, 
however, thought that Apollos was better than Paul. Apollos was a polished, engaging, and 
dynamic speaker. The Lord had used him to grow the church in Corinth. But rather than 
appreciate the gifts of both of these men, the church in Corinth became jealous and full of strife 
over their opinions of these two men. Paul made the point that the very existence of jealousy 
and strife pointed to the fact that they were still operating in the flesh and not in the Spirit. They 
were acting in a human way — the way the world handles things like this — rather than in God’s 
way. They needed to act as spiritual people, which was the only way to eliminate this problem in 
the church. So Paul proceeded to apply God’s wisdom to this problem in the Corinthian church.
1. What does Paul mean by spiritual people and people of the flesh? Can a believer still be “of 

the flesh?” Can you give examples of this today?
2. Picking one leader over another in the way that was happening in Corinth was divisive, 

behaving in “a human way.” Do you see anything like this in the church today?
3. Identify any areas of jealousy or strife in your heart and in our church. Discuss, and pray.

Ways to eliminate jealousy and strife in the church:
Recognize that God is the source of all growth and good (5-9).
   It simply didn’t make sense for the church in Corinth to be in strife over Paul and Apollos 
because the reality was that both of these men were only servants of God. Paul was only doing 
what God had called and gifted him to do, which was to plant the seeds of the gospel in Corinth. 
Apollos was only doing what God had called and gifted him to do, which was to water the seeds 
of the gospel that had been planted in Corinth. In both cases, these men were only servants of 
God, and God was the only one capable of bringing any growth! Paul’s point was simple: You’re 
failing to recognize that God is the source of all growth and good, and recognizing that 
eliminates jealousy like the jealousy that had emerged over Paul and Apollos.
1. Paul referred to himself and Apollos as servants of God. What does that mean? Who are 

God’s servants today?
2. Paul made the statement that God was the one who gave the growth. What was his point in 

connection to Paul and Apollos ministries? How does recognizing this impact jealousy over 
leaders in the church today?

3. Do you see any of this kind of jealousy in your heart or in our church? Discuss, and pray.
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Recognize that God will judge everyone’s work as worthy or worthless (10-15).
   Paul continued with the important fact that the church of Corinth was actually making 
judgments about the worth or worthiness of the ministries of Paul and Apollos. In taking sides 
and allowing jealousy and strife to exist, the believers in Corinth were basically saying one 
man’s ministry was more worthy than the other. Paul responded by reminding the Corinthian 
believers that God is the only one who can — and in the end he is the one who will — judge the 
work of his servants, determining whether or not their work was worthy or worthless. Paul’s 
point was not that believers should be undiscerning in teaching and preaching ministries, but his 
point was that there’s no room for them to final judgments about the worth of the teaching and 
preaching ministries of God’s faithful servants. God is the only one who can and who will 
ultimately judge the work of his servants.
1. Read these verses. Does this judgment affect salvation or reward? How?
2. How does God’s judgment of the work of his servants impact our judgment of their work in 

valuing or measuring ministries?
3. Do you see any of this kind of judging in your heart or in our church? Discuss, and pray.

Recognize that we — the church — are God’s temple (16-17).
   Paul goes on to connect the church with the temple of God. The personal pronoun, “you,” in 
verses 16 and 17 is plural. He’s referring to the church as a whole. His statement doesn’t have 
anything to do with suicide; rather, his statement has everything to do with the subject at hand: 
Eliminating jealousy and strife in the church. Paul’s point is that the church is the temple of God. 
God’s Spirit dwells in his people, and the presence of God makes the temple — the people of 
God — holy. Therefore, to allow jealousy and strife to destroy the church is a serious matter. It’s 
destroying something that is holy. It’s destroying the very dwelling place of God. Understanding 
this reality is important. It’s a powerful motive for believers seeing the value of one another and 
seeing God’s priority on protecting unity in the church.
1. At times, these verses are quoted in reference to suicide. Why is this not a good 

interpretation of God’s Word in verses 16-17?
2. How do these verses, rightly applied, impact the issues of jealousy and strife in the church?
3. Do you see any of this kind of destructiveness in our church? Discuss, and pray.

Recognize that all things are yours in Christ (18-23).
   Finally, Paul attacks worldly wisdom or thought in the church. Approaching things in the 
church like the world approaches things just doesn’t work. It’s futile! So if jealousy and strife only 
exist because the church is working in the flesh and not in the Spirit, then addressing jealousy 
and strife in the church can only happen through God’s wisdom and not the world’s wisdom. 
Paul’s call was for the church to not boast in men! They needed to recognize that doing so 
made no sense, and in fact, in speaking ill against Paul or Apollos, the people were actually 
criticizing the work of God and the servants of God who were their very own!
1. What does Paul mean that “all things are yours?”
2. How does this truth impact the way that you look at other men and women — servants of 

God — in the church today?
3. How do you see God’s wisdom, versus man’s wisdom, in this truth?
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