
“We Need the Spirit of God!”
1 Corinthians 2:6-16

Main Point: The Spirit of God is necessary to understand the wisdom of God that is hidden 
from the world.

Truths about the necessity of the Spirit of God:
God’s wisdom in the gospel is hidden from the world (6-9).
   Although Paul already said that he didn’t rely on worldly wisdom and gifted speech in his 
preaching (1 Cor. 2:1), he also didn’t deny that his preaching was full of wisdom! To the mature 
believer, Paul’s preaching and teaching was full of godly wisdom, and this wisdom wasn’t like 
the world’s wisdom. In fact, the world was blind to the wisdom of God in the gospel. To address 
those who were looking for a secret or hidden knowledge and wisdom in the world, Paul 
confronted them with the truth that God’s wisdom was secret and hidden from the world! God’s 
plan was established before the foundations of the world, but the world couldn’t see it. The 
world would never consider crucifixion a path to victory for a King. If the world had known of 
God’s wisdom in the sacrifice of his Son for sin, the world would have never crucified Jesus! The 
leaders of the world would have never followed the very plan of God that brought about the 
victory of God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Paul saw in the gospel of Jesus the 
supreme wisdom of God that the world couldn’t see, reminding us still today that God’s wisdom 
in the gospel is hidden from the world.
1. Read verses 6-7. What is the wisdom that Paul imparts? What other wisdom does Paul 

mention? How are these wisdoms different based on what these verses reveal?
2. Read verse 8. What did the rulers not understand about Jesus? Why would they have not 

crucified Jesus if they understood?
3. Read verse 9. God’s plan in Jesus not only displayed his wisdom, but it also displayed his 

______________? How? If you were to share this reality with someone this week, how 
would you do it? What would you say?

God’s wisdom is only revealed by the Spirit of God (10-11).
- The Spirit knows the depths of God (10).
- The Spirit knows the mind of God (11).
   How did Paul know the truth about the wisdom of God in the gospel? The truth of God was 
revealed to Paul through the Spirit. This was logical for Paul. No-one knows the depths of what 
is in an individual’s heart or the thoughts that are deep within an individual’s mind except for the 
individual! The spirit of that person is the only one who knows the longings in their heart and the 
most secret thoughts in their mind. Paul used this reality that everyone knows by logic and 
experience to point to the of the work of the Spirit of God in revealing the truth of God to his 
people. It’s simple. Only the Spirit of God knows the depths of God and the thoughts of God; 
therefore, whatever depths of God and thoughts of God are revealed to men and women, they 
are revealed through the Spirit of God! God’s wisdom is only revealed by the Spirit of God, 
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which makes us totally dependent on the Spirit for the revelation of God’s wisdom and truth 
through his Word.
1. Paul said that a person’s own spirit knows his/her depths and thoughts? Is this true? How 

have you experienced this truth to know what Paul is talking about?
2. What’s Paul’s point in these verses in connection to the knowledge of the Spirit of God? 

How is that connected to the reality that believers have the Spirit of God?
3. To learn about God — the depths and thoughts of God — believers need the Spirit of God. 

In a practical way, how are you depending on the Spirit of God in your life day-to-day?

Believers are given the Spirit of God (12).
- The Spirit helps us understand what God gave us (12-13).
- The Spirit helps us rightly judge all things (14-16a).
   Thankfully, believers are given the Spirit of God! Why? Believers are given God’s Spirit so that 
they can understand what God has given them. Understanding what God’s given us requires 
God’s wisdom rather than the world’s wisdom, and therefore, when Paul imparted or shared 
God’s truth with others he was sharing what the Spirit had taught him rather than what he had 
learned by worldly wisdom and his own intellectual effort. In fact, apart from the Spirit of God, 
the things of God are foolishness to the natural mind. Worldly wisdom can never lead to the 
saving knowledge of the wisdom of God in Christ Jesus our Lord! But with the Spirit of God, the 
believer not only has the ability to understand the things that God gave us but also to rightly 
judge all things through the Spirit. Since the believer has the Spirit of God, the believer has 
access to the judgment of God on all matters in life.
1. How are believers given the Spirit of God? How does someone receive the gift of the Spirit? 

Use Scripture to provide answers to these questions.
2. How does the Spirit help us understand what God gave us? What have we all been given by 

God? Based on these verses, what is necessary for understanding God’s truth and for 
sharing God’s truth?

3. How does the Spirit help us judge all things? What is Paul talking about? What does he 
mean that the spiritual person is “to be judged by no one?”

Through the Spirit of God, we have the mind of Christ (16b)!
   What does all of this mean? Simply and powerfully put, this means that believers have the 
mind of Christ! We have the Spirit of God in us, who can guide us to all truth and align us to the 
Father’s Word and will. We can understand the Word of God because we’ve received the mind 
of the living Word of God. We can know the will of God because we have the Son of God to 
guide us in the Father’s perfect will. We can judge all things because we have the mind of the 
judge of all things, the Lord Jesus Christ! This is possible in the life of every believer because of 
the wonderful gift of the Spirit of God! The Spirit of God is necessary to understand the wisdom 
of God that is hidden from the world. Oh, how we need the Spirit of God!
1. What is the “mind of Christ?” How is this related to the Spirit of God that believers are given?
2. Paul talked about the mind and Christ in other letters as well. Read Philippians 1:27; 2:5; 

and 4:7. What does God’s Word say about the mind of Christ in these verses?
3. Pray for the mind of Christ in your small group, asking the Lord to grow the mind of Christ in 

each of your lives, producing more-and-more of the life of Christ in each of you!
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