
“Effective Gospel Ministry”
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Main Point: The effectiveness of the gospel rests in the power of God and not the skill of man.

Things to do and to know for effective gospel work:
Don’t rely on gimmicks and gifted speech to make the gospel effective (1, 3-4a).
   Paul continued his focus on the proclamation of the cross of Christ, turning his attention in 1 
Cor. 2:1-5 to his own example of gospel ministry when he was actually there in Corinth with the 
first Corinthian believers. Paul reminded them that when he was with them, he didn’t focus on 
catchy presentations and brilliant ideas when he preached. He wasn’t a charismatic, self-
confident speaker. His purpose and his message wasn’t focused on “lofty speech or wisdom.” 
Now, this isn’t to say that Paul spoke with bad grammar and that his thought process was 
illogical. Just read any of his letters in the New Testament, and you’ll see that Paul had good 
grammar and was highly intelligent. What Paul meant, rather, was that he refused to rely on his 
abilities and skills to try to captivate an audience or impress his listeners so that they would 
believe in the gospel. Instead, Paul said that he spoke to them in a way that really showed his 
weakness and his fear, and although he didn’t have “lofty speech and wisdom,” the gospel was 
still effective!
1. What did Paul mean by “lofty speech and wisdom?” What did these things mean in Roman 

culture in this period of time? How did these things connect with other preachers, and 
perhaps even to the opinion of the church in Corinth of speakers like Apollos?

2. Paul’s demeanor and speech that he displayed was weakness, fear, and trembling. What 
does this mean? Why did he distinguish between his “speech” and “his message?”

3. What do people value when it comes to communication today? What messages do they love 
to hear? What gimmicks tend to attract attention today? Why are people (we!) attracted to 
these things?

4. What is the danger of gimmicks and gifted speech in the work of the gospel? How can the 
church protect against these dangers?

Rely on the Spirit and the power of God to make the gospel effective (2, 4b).
   In turning his attention to what he did do in Corinth, Paul said that he focused on Jesus Christ 
and the cross. That was the message he shared and that was the message he stayed focused 
on in his preaching and teaching. Paul didn’t move away from the message of the cross of 
Christ, and in proclaiming that message, he depended on the Spirit of God and the power of 
God through simply preaching the gospel. In fact, Paul was the opposite of a self-confident 
speaker. When he was with the Corinthian believers, he was with them in weakness, fear, and 
trembling. These are qualities that weren’t valued in a leader and in an effective public figure. 
Paul, however, was a God-confident speaker! Paul recognized his limitations, and he 
understood what was required for effective gospel work. As a result, he desperately depended 
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on the demonstration of the Lord’s power through the proclamation of the gospel. Paul relied on 
God to make the gospel work!
1. What did Paul mean by knowing “nothing among you except for Jesus Christ and him 

crucified?”
2. How was the Spirit and the power of God demonstrated in the gospel work of Paul in 

Corinth? Read and discuss Acts 18:1-18.
3. Today, what are things that distract believers from knowing nothing except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified? In our church, are there things that pull our attention away from working in our 
community the way that Paul did in Corinth?

4. From your study and discussion of Acts 18, what are some ways that you see the 
demonstration of the Spirit and power of God in and through our church? Take time to thank 
God for revealing himself in those ways and to ask him to continue to grow us in 
effectiveness for the work of the gospel.

True faith in Jesus comes through the work of God and not the wisdom of man (5).
   Why did Paul rely on God and not on his skills in the work of proclaiming the gospel? Paul had 
an exceptional grasp of language, and he was also incredibly intelligent. He likely could have 
developed lofty speech and wisdom without much effort. The world loves these things. Crowds 
are drawn to these things. But Paul rejected these things, so the important question to answer is 
“why?” Rather than his oratory skills and intellect, Paul relied on the work of the Lord through 
the proclaimed gospel for this important reason: So that those who heard the gospel would have 
a faith that rested on the power of God instead of the wisdom of man. Simply put, Paul wanted 
the gospel to be effective for true salvation! Paul wasn’t interested in making Paul-followers; he 
wanted to make followers of Jesus Christ. Paul wasn’t interested in convincing people 
intellectually; he wanted God to convict people in their hearts. No matter how catchy the 
presentation or how engaging the speech, Paul knew he didn’t have the power to convict people 
of sin, judgment, and righteousness. Paul didn’t have the power to open their eyes to the truth 
and to grow faith in their sinful hearts. Paul didn’t, but God did. God still does have that power, 
so today, it’s critical to trust in the power of God and the not the skill of man for the work of the 
gospel.
1. What are the implications of a faith that rests in the wisdom of men? What does that mean, 

and what is the result of that kind of faith? What are some examples of this kind of faith that 
you see in the world today?

2. What are the implications of a faith that rests in the power of God? What does that mean, 
and what is the result of that kind of faith? What are some examples of this kind of faith that 
you see in the world today?

3. How are you approaching the work of the gospel in your life: Self-confidently, God-
confidently, or not much at all? What are some things that your small group can do to 
encourage one another on a weekly basis do God-confident gospel ministry, knowing 
nothing except for Jesus Christ and him crucified?

4. Who do you need to share Jesus Christ and him crucified with this coming week. Pray for 
those individuals and for yourselves right now, asking for open doors and effective words to 
communicate the glory and hope of Jesus Christ and him crucified.
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