
“This is What We Have”
1 Corinthians 1:4-9

Main Point: By God’s grace, the church has all it needs to be the church.

Gifts that the church has by the grace of God:
Thankfully, God gives the church grace in Christ Jesus (4-8).
- We are enriched in every way in Christ.
- We are not lacking in any gift for the work of Christ.
- We are kept guiltless until the return of Christ.
   As Paul finished the introduction to his letter, he continued to remind the church in Corinth of 
all that God had given them in Christ Jesus. Not only did Paul desire God’s grace and peace to 
continue to flow into their church, but Paul also wanted them to remember how much of God’s 
grace they already had in their fellowship! Paul was thankful to the Lord for all that he had given 
the church in Corinth, focusing on the grace that God gave to the church in Christ Jesus. 
Specifically, Paul pointed to a couple of keys ways that God’s grace was given to the church. 
First, God enriched the church in every way. In their speech and in their knowledge, God’s grace 
enriched the church in Corinth through the confirmation of the testimony of Jesus. In other 
words, the proclaimed and taught Word of God enriched the church as it was confirmed in 
hearts and lives in the church. Second, Paul emphasized the adequate gifts in the church. God 
equipped the church with all that it needed to be the church, confirming the very gospel that 
Paul had preached to the church. So as the church waited for the return of Jesus, it could be 
confident that it had all that it needed to be the church that God called it to be! As the church 
waited for the return of Jesus, it could wait in full confidence, knowing that it was sustained and 
protected from the judgment of Jesus — found guiltless through the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus. Praise God that all of these wonderful gifts of grace in the church are still true today!
1. Read verses 4-8. As a group, take time to “remember” our church, thinking about the people 

in our church and the way that God has given grace to the church. Discuss, and then allow 
someone to pray a prayer of thanksgiving for our church.

2. Read verses 5-6. What does it mean that in “every way” believers are “enriched in him” in 
speech and in knowledge? What is the testimony of Jesus, and how is that confirmed in the 
church? How are these two verses connected?

3. Read verse 7a, who is the “you” that Paul refers to in this verse? What does “not lacking in 
any gift” mean? Is this still true in the church today? If so, what does that mean in a practical 
sense in our church in being the church that God’s called us to be?

4. Read verses 7b-8. As the church, what are we waiting for or expecting? Are you? What is 
the promise in connection with the return of Jesus that’s important for the church today? 
Why? How does this promise impact our waiting?

5. If God has given the church all the gifts that are needed to be the church, why are there still 
issues in the work of the church? Why do we still have needs when it comes to having the 
people/gifts to do the work of the church?
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We can trust in these gifts of grace because God is faithful (9).
- God the Father called us into fellowship with his Son!
   Paul concluded his introduction with a profound statement of truth: “God is faithful!” Paul’s 
exclamation of the faithfulness of God was not disconnected from all that preceded it in his 
introduction. To the contrary, it was essentially connected to everything that he already said. The 
church was sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, connected to all believers in the world, 
enriched in every way, not lacking in any gift, and sustained as guiltless to the very end all 
because of the faithfulness of God! God is the one who promised these things. God is the one 
who had called his people into fellowship with his Son. God is the one who could not lie and 
who was always faithful; therefore, the church could rest firmly in the confidence of these gifts of 
grace because of the faithfulness of the Lord. Today, this truth is so needed in our hearts in the 
church, knowing that God the Father has called us into fellowship with his Son and that he is 
faithful! As a result, we can be the church that God has called us to be, trusting with full 
conviction in the gift of grace that we have through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1. Paul said that “God is faithful.” What does that mean? Why is this important to our faith and 

the practice of our faith? How does this affect the work of the church today? Think through 
and answer these questions as specifically as possible within the context of our church.

2. Who called you into fellowship with Jesus? Is this reality important? Why, or why not?
3. How does God’s faithfulness impact your faith? How does God’s faithfulness model what our 

faithfulness should be to him?
4. Do you know someone who needs to hear about the faithfulness of God? Do you know 

someone who is being called into fellowship with Jesus? How can you share with them 
about the faithfulness of God? How can you pray for them and encourage them to respond 
to God’s call to fellowship with his Son? Discuss, and pray.
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