
“Proclaim the Cross of Christ”
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Main Point: The proclamation of the cross of Christ is the power and wisdom of God.

Truths about the proclamation of the cross of Christ:
The cross of Christ is folly without faith, but it’s the power of God through faith (18, 30):
- For salvation (18),
- For wisdom (30),
- For righteousness (30),
- For sanctification (30), and
- For redemption (30).
   In 1 Cor. 1:17, Paul ended his plea for unity by reminding the church in Corinth that the Lord 
had called him to preach the gospel, and in preaching the gospel, he didn’t want to lose the 
power of God though the gospel by relying on eloquent wisdom rather than the power and 
wisdom of the Lord! Wisdom and eloquent speech was held in high esteem in Roman culture at 
that time in Corinth, and Paul needed to address this issue that caused division in the church. 
He addressed it head-on. The cross of Christ, Paul said, was “folly to those who are perishing!” 
In other words, to the unregenerate heart that is rebellious against the Lord, the message of the 
gospel doesn’t make any sense. The cross of Christ is foolishness. However, Paul went on and 
said that to those who are being saved, the message of the gospel is the power of God! The 
cross is the message that leads to salvation. At the end of this section, Paul pointed to powerful 
realities in the lives of those who are in Christ: That Christ is the wisdom of God and that he is 
our very righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. In other words, through the cross of 
Christ believers are made right with God, and they are made holy through the Son of God and 
are redeemed into the family of God. What the world sees as folly is truly the power of God!
1. What is “the word of the cross?” How is this connected to “the gospel” that Paul referred to 

in the preceding verse? Define what Paul is talking about.
2. Have you ever encountered someone who thought “the word of the cross” was folly? Share.
3. Who are “those who are perishing?” Do you know someone who fits into this category? Are 

you praying for them daily? If not, start today! Have you shared “the word of the cross” with 
them? If not, do it today!

4. How is “the word of the cross” the power of God to those who are being saved? What do the 
terms righteousness, sanctification, and redemption mean? Study these terms, and discuss.

The proclaimed cross of Christ, not worldly wisdom, leads to saving faith in God (19-25).
   The reality of God’s wisdom versus the world’s wisdom was nothing new. Even in the Old 
Testament, the wisdom of God through the Word of God was understood to be greater than the 
wisdom of the world. Paul pointed to that fact, and then he explained that fact in the context of 
Corinth, which still applies today. Paul asked a few rhetorical questions to lead to the point that 
worldly wisdom never leads to the true, saving knowledge of God. The world’s wisdom will lead 
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away from saving faith in God, and even those seeking God through worldly ways will always 
want signs and wisdom that the world offers. No, rather than signs and worldly wisdom, the Lord 
decided on the message of the cross. Preaching — the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ — may be considered foolish by the world, but it is the method of God’s design for 
leading sinners to saving faith in their one, true Lord. Saving faith in God only comes through 
the proclaimed cross of Christ, which the world calls foolish.
1. Read verses 19-21. What does it mean that the world did now know God through wisdom? 

According to these verses, what is God’s design for saving knowledge and faith?
2. What do these verses mean about the important and priority of preaching in the church?
3. Read verses 22-24. Are people still prone to want signs and worldly wisdom? How does this 

still happen in our context today?
4. Paul pointed to the “foolishness of God” and “the weakness of God” in verse 25. Is God 

foolish? Is God weak? If not, then what is Paul trying to accomplish or say in this verse?

The cross of Christ eliminates boasting before the Lord (26-29) and is our greatest 
boasting in the Lord (30-31).
   To reinforce the reality of the truth that Paul shared about the proclamation of the cross, Paul 
asked the Corinthian believers to consider their own testimonies. He went on to remind them 
that most of them didn’t come out of a background of power, nobility, and wisdom by the world’s 
standards. In fact, most of them came out of what the world would consider the opposite of most 
of those things. However, God called them. God chose them. God used them in his work in the 
world. Thinking about that reality caused Paul to remind his readers that God did all of this so 
that no-one would have any reason to boast before the Lord. Given all that God has done for us 
and made us into in Christ, all we can do is fall before him in humble gratefulness and 
recognition that he is the source of all that we are that is good! And in considering all that we are 
given in Christ (wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption), the greatest thing that 
we can boast in before others is our great God. Through reminding the church in Corinth about 
the wisdom of God in the cross of Christ, Paul leaves them — and us today — with no room for 
pride and boasting in our hearts. We’re only left with humility before our God and gratefulness 
for the message of the cross, which should motive us and remind us to keep proclaiming the 
cross of Christ!
1. Read and discuss verses 26-29. How does “the word of the cross” eliminate boasting before 

the Lord? What should the cross of Christ lead us to do before the Lord? How are you 
practicing this in your life today?

2. Read and discuss verses 30-31.
A. What does it mean to be “in Christ Jesus?”
B. Discuss the things that Christ became to us in verse 30. What stands out to you most?
C. What does it mean to “boast in the Lord?”

3. This week, can you boast in the Lord to someone who needs to be encouraged in the Lord 
or led to the Lord? Who needs to be reminded of the power of the cross and who needs to 
hear — maybe for the first time — the word of the cross? Pray for them now, and share with 
them this coming week.
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