
“We Must be United”
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

Main Point: Believers ought to be unified in Christ to point others to Christ alone.

Things to strive for in unity in Christ:
Unity is revealed in agreement in the church (10).
   Paul started his urgent plea to the church with an appeal that emphasized the relationship 
between members of the church and the one who unifies the church. The believers in Corinth 
were family. They were brothers and sisters in the faith, and their relationship was a reality 
because of Jesus, who was their one Lord and their one Savior. If this was true, that Jesus was 
the only Lord and Christ of the church in Corinth, then they should all agree! Literally, the 
language of the New Testament called the believers to say the same thing. In other words, on 
matters of faith and practice, if the church has one Lord and Savior, then there should be no 
logical reason for disagreement in the faith other than disobedience in the church.
1. Why do you think Paul called the church “brothers,” referencing a familial relationship? Do 

you see the church you belong to as family? If so, how should this change how you care 
about others in the church? How should it impact the things you talk about with others in the 
church? How does it connect to the way you treat and minister to others in the church?

2. What’s the significance of Paul appealing to the believers “by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ?” What does “our” mean in relationship to Jesus and each other? What is the 
definition of “Lord?” What is the definition of “Christ?” Put all this together now, and discuss 
the significance of Paul’s appeal.

3. What does it mean to be in agreement or to say the same thing as the church? What things 
can we still disagree or have different opinions on in the church? What things must we agree 
on as the church? Why?

Unity is protected when divisions are rejected in the church (10).
   If there’s agreement, then there’s the absence of disagreement. Disagreements can cause 
divisions, and Paul called the believers to not allow division in the church. Why was Paul saying 
this? He called for no divisions because there were divisions in the church in Corinth. In verses 
11-12, Paul pointed to the sinful divisions that were in the body of Christ in Corinth. Some 
people claimed Paul was the one to listen to and to follow. Others claimed Apollos or Cephas 
(Peter) were better than Paul. Still others were claiming to follow Christ. These divisions were 
sinful. Paul wasn’t the orator that Apollos was, but Paul came to Corinth before Apollos. Paul 
was the first, and he was an apostle who did the signs of an apostle when he was in Corinth. In 
other words, the church in Corinth was dividing over the teachers they followed, claiming that 
one was better than the other, and in turn claiming superiority in “their” group. Paul’s answer to 
these kinds of divisions came in the form of three questions in verse 13: Is Christ divided? Did 
Paul die for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? The obvious answer to these 
questions is “no!” Christ isn’t divided, so the body of Christ shouldn’t be divided. Only Christ died 
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for sin, so only Christ is the Savior worthy to follow! Believers are baptized into Christ and no-
one else, so believers must follow Jesus above anyone else.
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17. Discuss the divisions that Paul pointed out. What are some 

modern day examples of these kinds of divisions in the church?
2. In the divisions that Paul pointed out, was Paul, Apollos, or Peter preaching a false gospel? 

If not, what was the reason for the preferences that caused the division in the church? 
3. Is there a difference between the types of divisions Paul mentions and division over error in 

theology or practice in the church? Yes, or no? Why? Use Scripture and not opinion to guide 
your discussion.

4. In practice, how can the church reject sinful division today? Does any pridefully sinful 
division exist in your heart? Take time to confess, and then pray for God’s help in rejecting 
division in his church.

Unity requires oneness in mind and in judgment (10).
   Paul closed his appeal to the church in Corinth with a final call to be united: To be one, 
together, and unified! We understand what being united means, but what did Paul mean in 
being united in mind and in judgment. By “mind,” Paul pointed to what the church thought and 
believed. Paul was saying that the believers needed to get on the same page! They needed to 
be unified in their minds, for unity in their testimony. In matters that God has clearly spoken 
about in this Word, Paul called the church to be united in mind. By “judgment,” Paul called for 
the church to come to a place of unity in opinion or purpose. These two things are connected. 
What we think about something will impact our judgment on that something. When the body of 
Christ is divided in mind and judgment it damages the testimony of Jesus through the church 
and it hurts the purpose of the church.
1. For the success of any organization, team, or country, does unity matter? Why, or why not?
2. What does it mean for the church to be united? What does that look like in practical ways 

today in your local church?
3. Paul called for unity in “mind.” What does that mean? How does that happen? What does 

disunity in mind point to in the church?
4. Paul called for unity in “judgment.” What does that mean? How does that happen? What 

does disunity in judgment point to in the church?
5. Today, given all that’s happening in the world, what is the importance of the church being 

united in mind and in judgment? Pray for that in your church!
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