
“This is Who We Are”
1 Corinthians 1:1-3

Main Point: As believers, we need to know who we are by the will and the call of God.

Foundations for understanding who we are as believers:
God’s leaders find their authority in their call (1).
- Paul was called by the will of God.
- Paul was called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus.
   In this very personal and very powerful letter to the church in Corinth, Paul wrote to a church 
that he knew well. He helped start this church, and he labored for a year-and-a-half in growing 
the church in Corinth (1 Corinthians 18:1-11). Yet, over time, the church that Paul knew and 
loved moved away from Paul’s example and his teaching. The church looked more-and-more 
like the world around it. Paul wrote a letter that wasn’t easy to write, to read, or to hear. Paul had 
serious issues that he had to deal with in regards to the faith and practice of the Corinthian 
church, but Paul started his letter in an important way, reminding the Corinthian believers of his 
authority, which was founded in his call by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. This 
reminder was important in building the legitimacy of Paul’s right to both challenge the church 
and call the church to a changed direction. The reminder of Paul’s authority also served as a 
pointer to help the church in Corinth begin to remember who they were called to be!
1. The church in Corinth knew who Paul was, so why did he remind them of these aspects of 

his calling and identity?
2. For a church member in Corinth, how did Paul’s understanding of his identity help them to 

individually approach understanding who they were? What about you?
3. What is the “will” of God? What does that mean? What is God’s calling — his will right now 

— for your identity as an individual believer in his church today?
4. Why is God’s call so important for leaders in the church? How does God’s call provide 

authority for leadership in the church today?

God’s people find their identity in their call (2).
- We are the church of God.
- We are sanctified in Christ Jesus.
- We are called to be saints.
- We are connected through Jesus to other believers in every place.
   The church in Corinth wasn’t where it needed to be, but to change its course, it needed to 
know the direction it was supposed to go! Paul set that direction clearly and convincingly in his 
information packed salutation. The believers in Corinth were the “church of God” in Corinth. 
They were the individuals God called out to gather together in his name, identified by him for his 
glory. They were the assembled people of God, reminding them of their connection to Israel and 
to their incredible purpose in the world. Not only were they called the church of God, but the 
believers in Corinth were also “sanctified in Christ Jesus!” The language that Paul used 
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identities a completed status. The believers were called “holy” through Christ, such that they 
had access and a relationship to God in their lives through this holy standing and righteousness 
in Christ that they had received. Because of this standing as sanctified in Jesus, the believers 
were called to be saints, living their lives to reflect the fact that God had set them apart for his 
holy purpose and for his eternal glory. They weren’t alone in this incredible call! The believers 
were connected to all true believers in every place on the earth who called on the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. All of these things are still true today!
1. We are the church of God! What does this mean? What are some misconceptions about 

who or what “the church” is? Do a word study to research the Greek word for church. What 
can we learn about the identity of the church from this important word for the church?

2. We are sanctified in Christ Jesus! What’s the difference between sanctified (John 17:19; 
Acts 20:32, 26:18; Rom. 15:16; 1 Cor. 1:2, 6:11; Heb. 2:11, 10:14, and 10:29) and the 
process of sanctification (Rom. 6:19, 6:22; 1 Cor. 1:30; 1 Thes. 4:3; 2 Thes. 2:13; 1 Pet. 
1:2)? Use your Bible’s to study the use of these words and explore what God’s Word 
teaches.

3. We are called to be saints! How does this connect to sanctification? What does this mean in 
terms of identity in who we are in Christ Jesus?

4. We are connected through Jesus to other believers in every place! Why does this matter? 
What are some of the practical implications of this reality for the church today?

God’s people have access to his grace and peace through Jesus (3).
   Paul ended his salutation in a two-part blessing, extending God’s grace and his peace to the 
church. The grace of God and the peace of God are connected. It’s God’s grace that brings the 
peace of God into a believer’s life, and the peace of God is both relational and experiential. 
God’s grace through Jesus offers sinners an amazing peace in relationship with God. God’s 
grace through Jesus, when experienced, also brings the peace of God into the life of a believer. 
Paul desired these wonderful, gospel-given blessings in the life of God’s children, and he 
reminded the church that grace and peace come from God, who was their Father, and that 
grace and peace from God come through the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul reminded the church of 
who they were as he began to call them to live up to this identity in their lives.
1. In Paul’s common ending to his salutations, what does he refer to by God’s grace?
2. What is the peace of God?
3. Why is it important to remember that grace and peace come from God? What’s significant 

about the fact that God is our Father?
4. Grace and peace not only come from God our Father, but also from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What do those titles surrounding the name of Jesus mean? What does the name “Jesus” 
mean? Why is the grace and peace also connected to the Son of the Father: Jesus?
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