
“The Resurrection”
1 Corinthians 15:12-58

Main Point: The resurrection to eternal life is what brings real hope and strength to life today.

Facts about the resurrection that bring us hope and strength today:
Christ’s resurrection is the proof of the resurrection that brings confident hope to all who 
belong to him (12-34).
   Wrong practices in the church are always connected to wrong doctrine in the church. Paul has 
been busy so far in his letter to the Corinthians, providing sound doctrine and practical 
correction on the practice of their faith. He dealt extensively with doctrine and practice in 
relationship to spiritual gifts, and now at the end of his letter, he turns to one of the most 
important and critical problems in the church in Corinth, which was an incorrect view of the 
resurrection. Apparently, some in the church in Corinth were arguing that there was no 
resurrection of the death. The argument was that this life is the only life there is and that nothing 
comes after this life. This isn’t a new idea, and it’s not an old idea! It is still the view of death for 
the evolutionist, atheist, and others still today. Paul already made the case for the historical fact 
of Jesus’ resurrection, so now he applied that fact to the idea that there is no resurrection. 
Logically, the argument doesn’t make sense because, if there is no resurrection, then not even 
Jesus had been raised from the dead! If this was the case, then faith in Jesus and the 
proclamation of the gospel was meaningless and useless. But in fact, Jesus was raised from the 
dead, which was the very proof that there will be a resurrection of the dead that will occur when 
Christ returns. Paul emphasized the fact that without this hope, it won’t make any sense to 
sacrifice and to risk our lives for the sake of the gospel. He called on those in the church who 
were holding to this incorrect view of the resurrection to repent and to wake up to the truth! They 
had this error in theology because they simply didn’t have any true knowledge of the true God.
1. Read verses 12-19. What would be true if there was no resurrection and Christ had not 

been resurrected?
2. Do you know anyone who doesn’t believe in the resurrection. Based on this passage, what 

do they likely think about your faith? Can you answer the questions that are raised? Why is 
preaching not in vain? Why is your faith not futile? Why have your sins been forgiven? Why 
is this life not all that there is?

3. Will you pray for the people that you identified who don’t believe in the resurrection? Pray 
that the Holy Spirit would convict them and lead them to the truth.

Christ’s resurrection is the picture of the type of body that believers will receive when 
Jesus returns (35-49).
   Some were questioning — perhaps earnestly or cynically — about what kind of body people 
would have in the resurrection. Would it be the exact same physical body that we have in this 
life? Paul answered their question by providing an illustration, helping them see that as a seed 
is planted, the seed doesn’t come to life and grow as a seed, but it grows into a plant. He 
emphasizes the different kinds of bodies that there are according to their purpose and kind. In 
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all of this, Paul is pointing to the fact that our eternal, resurrected bodies are a different kind of 
body. What is just a dried up seed and perishable in this life, will come to life in glory as 
imperishable in the resurrection. Just as our bodies in this life display the reality of the fall 
through Adam, which leads to death, our resurrected bodies will display the life of Jesus, the 
man of heaven. What a glorious picture of the amazing grace of God and hope that he’s given 
us through Christ! The resurrected Jesus is the glimpse of the imperishable, glorious, powerful, 
and spiritual bodies that we in Christ will receive in the resurrection. We will bear and reflect the 
very glory of the image of God in our resurrected bodies.
1. Based on theses verses, discuss the key characteristics of our resurrected bodies. What 

encourages you and brings the most hope to you today about this glimpse of your eternal 
body? Why?

2. Do you know anyone who is facing the reality of their body in this life being perishable, 
dishonorable, weak, and natural? How can you share this passage with them to point them 
to Jesus Christ and/or to encouragement them in the resurrection? Will you do that?

3. Read verse 49. Discuss what this verse says. How does it apply to our lives. Spend time 
praising and thanking God for this incredible promise and redemption.

Christ’s return is the point in time when death will finally be swallowed up in victory for 
those in Christ (50-57).
   Our hope is not in flesh and blood, which cannot inherit the Kingdom of God! Paul’s corrective 
and encouraging teaching continued as he pointed to the time when the resurrection would 
occur, which was at the return of Jesus. He also made an important distinction: Those who were 
still alive at the return of Christ would not be exempt from the resurrection. In other words, when 
Jesus returns those whose physical bodies were in a grave would receive their resurrected 
bodies and those who were still alive would also be changed, receiving their resurrected bodies. 
In a moment, what is perishable and temporary will be transformed into what is imperishable 
and eternal! In a moment, the final victory over death will be fully and finally realized. Just 
thinking about and considering this truth led Paul to burst into doxology: “But thanks be to God, 
who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!”
1. The return of Christ and this resurrection will happen in a “twinkling of an eye.” What does 

this say about the priority of the work of the gospel today? Are you serving in this urgency?
2. Read verses 54-55. How do these verses give real hope in the face of death?

Christ’s resurrection and return are the powerful realities that bring hope and strength to 
our faith today (58).
   Paul concluded this section of his letter with an encouragement related to what the 
resurrection and return of Jesus meant for life today. Because of the fulfilled promise of the 
resurrection of Jesus and the coming fulfillment of the promise of the return of Jesus, believers 
can be “steadfast, immovable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord.” Why? Because 
we know that no matter what difficultly or danger we face in this world and no matter what 
sacrifices we must make in this life, there is a victorious, eternal life that is coming! The 
resurrection and the return of Jesus are critical doctrines that empower the right practice and 
endurance of our faith today.
1. In your small group, how can you encourage each other weekly to be steadfast and 

immovable? How can you encourage each other to abound in the work of the Lord?
2. What does God mean in saying that our “labor is not in vain?” Do you ever feel like your 

labor for the Lord is in vain? Why? How can you have confidence that it isn’t in vain?
3. Break into groups of two and three and pray for these things to happen on a weekly basis in 

your small group.
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