
“All for Building Up”
1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Main Point: Worship gatherings are to be orderly and edifying to build up the church.

Commands to help protect order and edification in worship gatherings:
In worship gatherings, do everything for the edification of all (26-33a).
   Can you imagine the picture that Paul paints of a worship gathering in Corinth? When they 
came together, everyone had a song, a teaching, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation! 
They were all competing with each other to be heard and to share their gift. Perhaps they were 
all doing it at one time so that everyone could “exercise” their gifts when they gathered. It’s the 
picture of total chaos! Perhaps it would have been satisfying for the individual singing his song 
or speaking his word, but it certainly would not have been beneficial to the whole church. God’s 
command and solution was elementary: Let everything be done for the building up! If it doesn’t 
edify or build up the whole church, then don’t do it! Specifically, if someone had a message 
through the gift of a language, then there must be an interpreter so that everyone benefits from 
the message, including those who understand that language and those who don’t! If there’s no 
interpreter, then the person should not speak, and even if there was an interpreter, the church 
should limit those speaking in tongues to two or three people, protecting time for other elements 
of worship. The same was true for the prophets in the early church. Why was this the case? 
Because God was not and is not a God of confusion! If a worship gathering is confusing and 
chaotic, it is not from God. It’s not pleasing to God, nor is it representative of God! In worship 
gatherings, do everything for the edification of all.
1. “Let all things be done for the building up.” In this command, what does “building up” or 

“edifying” mean? Study and define that word. Think through the elements of a typical 
worship service (prayers, songs and hymns, preaching, baptisms, etc.). How do these things 
build up or edify members?

2. What was the biblical gift of tongues? Review Acts 2, and discuss. Consider these verses in 
1 Corinthians 14. Is the gift of tongues something that’s controllable or uncontrollable? Is the 
gift of tongues meant to be something that’s for self-edification or for the edification of 
others? How does the picture in these verses look different from the way that the supposed 
gift of tongues is still practiced in some churches today?

3. Read 1 Cor. 14:33a. Discuss the meaning of this gift. Based on this reality about God, why 
is it important for worship gatherings of God’s church to to peaceful and not confusing?

In worship gatherings, follow God’s design for leadership in the church (33b-35).
   In addition to the chaotic and self-edifying way that spiritual gifts were being used in the 
church in Corinth, the church was also allowing women to take lead roles in the ministry of the 
Word during the worship gatherings. Paul addressed this as not only an issue for the church in 
Corinth, but also this was an issue that was important for all of the saints in every church. God’s 
design for leadership in the church followed God’s design in creation. Men were created by God 
and designed by God to be the leaders in their families and therefore in the family of God. The 
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role of leadership in the church — as an elder or pastor responsible for the ministry of the Word 
and leading God’s people — was to be reserved for men. Women were not allowed in the 
church to fill the role of teaching and preaching, leading in the ministry of the Word in the 
context of the gathered church. This wasn’t just a cultural issue for this time and place, this was 
God’s design in creation for his people at all times in every place, which was intended to be 
exemplified in the church. It’s not only true that wrong participation in worship causes confusion, 
but it’s also true that wrong leadership in worship causes confusion. In worship gatherings, 
follow God’s design for leadership in the church.
1. Apparently, women were among some in the church in Corinth who were adding to the 

confusion and the division. There were those who were prophesying and speaking in 
tongues in worship gatherings, both of which were gifts in the ministry of the Word in the 
apostolic church in the first century. Why was this a problem?

2. What are the legitimate, biblical roles and contexts for teaching God’s Word and leadership 
in which women can participate? Make sure your opinion is formed from Scripture. Share, 
and discuss.

3. Is this an important and timeless command of the Lord for his church? Why, or why not? 
Ground your discussion in God’s Word alone and not in opinions.

In worship gatherings, do everything in an orderly and decent way (36-40).
   To emphasize the importance of acceptance and obedience in these matters, Paul used a little 
bit of sarcasm. Was the church in Corinth the original recipient of God’s Word? Were they the 
only church to receive God’s Word so far? The obvious answer was no! Paul had been the one 
to bring the Word of God to them! Therefore, if anyone didn’t accept what he was saying, that 
person was to be ignored. Why? Because these commands related to worship gatherings were 
the very commands of the Lord! In all of this, Paul wasn’t limiting the gifts of the Lord in worship, 
but he was reminding the church that in order for those gifts to be edifying to the church, they 
had to be used in an orderly and decent way. If worship gatherings are disorderly, the worship 
gathering fails to edify the members of the church. If worship gatherings are not done in a 
decent way, the worship gathering fails to edify the members of the church. In order to 
accomplish the purpose of edification in worship gatherings, do everything in an orderly and 
decent way.
1. Paul emphasized that all of what he had told the church in Corinth related to these things 

was the “command of the Lord.” What does this mean in relationship to the truth of these 
things? What about in relationship to our obedience in these things? Are we obeying?

2. What does it mean to do things in worship “decently” and “in order?” Study and define these 
words. Are our worship gatherings “decent?” Are our worship gatherings “in order?”

3. Take time to pray for our worship gatherings and for our leadership. Take time to pray for 
conviction and repentance in churches where 1 Corinthians 14 is not obeyed.
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