
“Pursue Love”
1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Main Point: Pursue love to better build up the church.

Four truths about pursuing love to build up the church related to spiritual gifts:
Pursue love in prioritizing spiritual gifts to build up the church (1-5).
   Starting in chapter 12 of his letter to the church in Corinth, Paul began to address an issue 
that seems to have become very divisive and was apparently side tracking the church from its 
main mission of making disciples to the glory of God.  He identified the issue by writing: "Now 
concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.” After providing 
instruction and illustration on how all members of the church, the body of Christ, are uniquely 
gifted to serve together in the Lord’s work, he transitions into that very familiar chapter on love 
by writing: "And I will show you a still more excellent way.” In 13 short verses of inspired writing, 
he described the more excellent way of love as the ultimate and eternal motive in the use our 
spiritual gifts for the Lord’s work. He concluded that description by proclaiming "So now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” Here, in the beginning of 
chapter 14, Paul boiled down his teaching in chapters 12 and 13 to a two word command: 
"Pursue love.” Then he began to apply it to the two particular spiritual gifts that the church in 
Corinth seemed to be most “uninformed” about: Speaking in tongues and prophesy.
1. What does the Bible say is in the kind of love that Paul commands us to pursue?
2. Why is it important to be clear about what kind of love we are to pursue?
3. What is your understanding of the spiritual gift of speaking in tongues?  Where does that 

understanding come from? Who does the gift of speaking in tongues most often seem to 
build up?

4. What is your understanding of the spiritual gift of prophesy? Where does that understanding 
come from? Who does the gift of prophesy most often seem to build up? 

5. Why was the gift of prophesy most often prioritized over the gift of speaking in tongues in 
the early church? 

Pursue love in seeking manifestations of the Spirit to build up the church (6-12).
   Paul expanded his instruction on speaking in tongues and prophecy with two vivid examples 
of the confusion and harm that come from not being able to understand what is being 
communicated because it is not being communicated in an understandable way.  And he 
applied that back to the often similar problem with speaking in tongues by stating point blank: "If 
I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker 
a foreigner to me.” He then acknowledged the Corinthian believers eagerness or desire for the 
manifestations of the Spirit, which is what in essence he just encouraged them to do in verse 1, 
where he told them to "earnestly desire the spiritual gifts.” Here in verse 12, Paul again 
redirected that eagerness back to the pursuit of love with the purpose of striving to excel in 
building up the church. 
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1. Have you ever been in a situation where you could not understand what someone was 
saying because it was in a language that was foreign to you?  How did that make you feel? 

2. What is your understanding of the manifestations of the Spirit?  Where did that 
understanding come from? 

3. Are you eager for manifestations of the Spirit in your life? Why or why not? 
4. What can you do to better “strive in building up the church”?   

Pursue love in expressing your gifts from God to build up the church (13-19).
   Paul deepened his exploration of the gift of speaking in tongues and its application toward the 
building up of the church.  He made the important connection of that gift to prayer, both in the 
need for interpretation and in the indication that personal prayer was the arena in which 
speaking in tongues was most often and most effectively expressed. Without interpretation, the 
expression of the gift of speaking in tongues as exercised in prayer is beneficial only to the one 
speaking in tongues. Without interpretation it benefits no one else.
1. From this passage, in what context should the gift of speaking in tongues most often be 

expressed? Why?
2. Have you ever desired to speak in tongues? Why, or why not? After studying this passage 

has that changed?
3. What other gifts have you desired? What has been your motive?

Pursue love in communicating God’s truth to unbelievers to build up the church (20-25).
   In this passage, Paul continued to draw the distinction between tongues and  prophecy. 
Speaking in tongues was most often expressed as a private communication with God while 
prophecy was used as a mouth piece for God in communicating his truth/Word. Paul saw this as 
particularly true in the context of a worship service with the ever possible presence of 
unbelievers or outsiders. The emphasis was that if everyone was speaking in tongues it would 
just be confusing to an unbeliever, but that if everyone was speaking God’s Word, it would be a 
powerful display of God’s presence, leading to the conviction of sin and repentance and faith. 
He saw this as an example of “not being children in your thinking” or “being infants in evil, but in 
your thinking being mature.”
1. The expression of the gifts of speaking in tongues and prophecy are not common in today’s 

worship services. Why is this true biblically?
2. What was the primary role of prophecy in the apostolic, first century church? Why is this 

particular gift no longer needed in this way?
3. How can you use your spiritual gift(s) to communicate God’s truth to unbelievers? 
4. Take time to pray for ongoing commitment to the pursuit of love in the exercise of your 

spiritual gifts in ways that better build up the church, both in the growth in maturity of fellow 
believers and in the addition of new believers.
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