
“True Love”
1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Main Point: True love, which never ends, looks like God’s love, which never ends.

Characteristics of true love:
True love isn’t selfish and sinful (4-7).
   As the apostle Paul deals with the issue of love, he provides not only eight characteristics of 
what true love is, but he also provides eight characteristics of what true love is not. True love 
isn’t envious, boastful, arrogant, or rude. True love doesn’t demand it’s own way, and it isn’t 
irritable and resentful. True love doesn’t rejoice in wrongdoing. What does all of this mean? True 
love isn’t a love that’s focused on itself at the expense of others. True love isn’t looking for self-
satisfaction at the cost of others. True love doesn’t push its own way in order to get its own way. 
True love doesn’t find joy and fun at the expense and hurt of others. In other words, true love 
isn’t selfish and sinful! All of these characteristics that Paul pointed to are characteristics of sin, 
manifested in selfish attitudes and actions. From envy to rejoicing in wrong, Paul’s point is that 
none of these things are love and that when any of these things are present, true love is not.
1. Take time to list out the characteristics that Paul identifies as not being characteristics of true 

love. Define each of these characteristics. 
2. Why do you think God’s Word connects these things to a definition of what is not true love?
3. Out of this list, what do you — or have you — struggled with most in your heart? Why? Have 

you ever been impacted negatively from these characteristics from someone you love? 
Share, and pray for one another.

True love is a love that imitates God (4-7).
   So if true love isn’t selfish and sinful, what is true love? What does true love look like? The 
apostle Paul provided eight characteristics of true love in these five verses, including seven in 1 
Cor. 13:4-7. Rather than being demanding, irritable, and resentful, true love is patient and kind. 
Rather than being boastful, arrogant, envious, and rejoicing in wrongdoing, true love rejoices in 
the truth, and in all things, true love is bearing, believing, hoping, and enduring. Not only is true 
love the opposite of selfish and sinful, it is much more. True love goes beyond simply doing the 
opposite of envy, boastfulness, and arrogance. True love believes, endures, and hopes! 
Through all things — all challenges and disappointments and difficulties — true love is faithful. 
To what do these characteristics of true love point? Rather, to whom do these characteristics of 
true love point? The answer is easy, isn’t it? From the first page to the last, the Bible reveals the 
love of God as patient, kind, truthful, forbearing, self-giving and enduring! True love looks like 
the love of God! Paul’s point is that true love is a love that imitates the very love of God.
1. Take time to list out the characteristics that Paul identifies as being characteristics of true 

love in verses 4-7. Define each of these characteristics.
2. Why do you think God’s Word connects these things to a definition of what true love is?
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3. Read Exodus 34:6-7. In this powerful description of God, can you connect any 
characteristics of God to the characteristics of true love? Are there other passages you can 
point to that connect God to these characteristics of love in verses 4-7?

4. If these characteristics of true love come from God, what is essential in order to have these 
characteristics present in your attitude and displayed in your action? How does your small 
group help to cultivate true love in your lives?

5. Do you know someone who needs to learn about and understand the true love of God? Who 
can you share these verses with this week? Discuss, and pray for the opportunity and the 
courage to share.

True love is eternal (8).
   The eighth and final characteristic of true love that’s provided in these verses is that true love 
never ends. It’s eternal! Paul was elevating the priority of love, helping the Corinthian believers 
see not only what true love was and wasn’t, but also helping the Corinthian believers 
understand that love was essential. Without love, all of their spiritual gifts — their prophesying, 
speaking in tongues, and preaching — would be meaningless, and Paul wanted them to 
understand that their faith and their hope was important, love was even more important. Why? 
Because love is the one thing in our lives in this life that doesn’t end! Faith and hope will end 
when we see our God face-to-face and receive the fullness of the promises we have in Christ. 
But love, love will still continue! Love will not change. Love will not end. True love — which is the 
very love of God — is eternal because God is eternal.
1. What does it mean that “love never ends?” How is love different from faith and hope in this 

way? Why does this matter?
2. What makes it possible for love to be eternal? What is the source of true love? So what is 

the ultimate point of true love in your life?
3. Is love the most important factor or driver in your ministry for the Lord? Does love undergird 

the use of your gifts and talents given to you by the Lord? Why, or why not? What battles 
against a priority of love in your heart and in your work for Jesus?

4. Pray for each other and for our church, asking our Father to protect and to grow true love in 
our hearts!
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