
“The More Excellent Way”
1 Corinthians 13

Main Point: Love is the ultimate and eternal motive in the use of our gifts for the Lord’s work.

Facts about the importance of love in our hearts:
Love brings true and lasting value to what we do for the Lord (1-3).
   Paul offered a list of hypotheticals to emphasize the importance of love as the ultimate motive 
behind all that we do in our work for the Lord. In thinking about the spiritual gifts that Paul 
described in chapter 12, he took those gifts to the extreme. If he could speak in the tongues of 
angels, what would it mean without love? If he could understand all mysteries and had all 
knowledge, what would it mean without love? If he gave everything — including his life — for 
the work of the Lord, what would it mean without love? Paul’s answer was simple: Without love, 
none of these things would mean anything! Without love, whatever ability someone had to 
speak in the language of man or even angels would be meaningless. Without love, whatever 
ability someone had in prophecy, understanding, and faith would be useless. Without love, 
whatever ability someone had to give would be rewardless. Love is the thing that brings true 
and lasting value to whatever we have been gifted and called to do in the Lord’s work. This is 
the more excellent way. It is the way of love!
1. Considering the list of gifts and possible gifts that Paul mentioned, how could the view of or 

the use of these spiritual gifts create divisions or issues in the church in Corinth. Think about 
everything we’ve covered so far in 1 Corinthians, and discuss.

2. If love isn’t the motive in using spiritual gifts, then what is the result? Review and discuss 
each “then” statement that Paul made related to the outcome of using the gift without love.

3. Think about your spiritual gifts that you identified last week. In practical ways, what does it 
look like for love to be your motive in using your gift? Share, and discuss.

True love imitates God’s selfless love rather than the selfishness of the world (4-7).
   Paul went on to define what true love was, which was a love that imitates the selfless love of 
God. Accordingly, love is patient and kind and true. True love is fore-bearing and believing and 
hoping. This kind of love endures! On the other hand, true love is none of the things that the 
sinful and selfish heart produce and sometimes even call love in the world! True love doesn’t 
envy or boast, and it’s not arrogant or rude. True love doesn’t insist on its own way, and it’s not 
irritable or resentful. This kind of love doesn’t rejoice in wrongdoing. The contrast makes it clear 
that true love is the opposite of selfishness in motives and actions. True love is a love that is 
selfless and focused on the good of others. It’s a love that imitates the very character of God, 
who is patient, kind, true, fore-bearing, believing, hoping, and enduring. God’s love is the source 
of true love in our lives, and his love is the ultimate motive for his work through our lives.
1. Review and discuss the list of characteristics of true love in these verses. How do you see 

these characteristics of love in one another’s lives? Take time to share your testimony of 
receiving true love from someone else in your class. Encourage each other.
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2. Review and discuss the list of characteristics of what true love is not. Of the list of things that 
true love isn’t, which do you struggle with most persistently in your heart? Take time to 
confess to one another, and then break into groups of two or three, and pray for each other.

3. To share the love of God through your life, you must have the love of God in your life. Do 
you have God’s love in your life through Jesus? If there are those in the group who aren’t 
sure, take time to share the gospel and to invite a response of repentance and faith in 
Jesus. If everyone is sure, then discuss this question: How do you continually rest and grow 
in God’s true love in your life?

Love is the ultimate motive for us because love is God’s eternal gift to us (8-13).
   Why is love so important? Why should love be the motive for the use of our gifts for the work 
of the Lord? Paul’s answer is compelling. When it comes to the gifts that were being prioritized 
and creating division in the church in Corinth, these gifts were only partial and temporary. 
Tongues won’t be needed when all languages are understood in the new heaven and the new 
earth. Knowledge won’t be needed when all knowledge is complete. Prophecy won’t be partial 
when we are in the very presence of God for eternity. Even faith and hope will end when we 
stand face-to-face with the God of our faith and hope! Paul’s argument was that these gifts, 
which were causing so much pride and jealousy in the church, were only partial and temporary; 
however, the gift of love was full and permanent! We have received the fullness of the love of 
God in the sacrifice of his Son for our sin! God’s love will never end, and it will never change! 
Unlike tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith, and hope, God’s love will remain, so it only makes 
sense that love be the ultimate motive in using any partial and temporary gift that God gives us 
for the work that he’s called us to do in his church.
1. Consider your spiritual gifts. How are they partial and/or temporary? How might the gifts that 

we now have and use for the Lord’s work change in the new heaven and new earth after the 
return of Jesus? How will things like faith and hope change?

2. What did Paul mean when he said that love never ends? What are the implications of that 
reality for the priority and value of love now, especially compared to the things that are 
partial and temporary?

3. Use Scripture to define God’s love and to identify how he proved or showed his love to us.
4. Do you know someone who needs to hear about the unending love of God this coming 

week? Make plans now on how you can use your gifts to share God’s love with them this 
week. Pray!
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