
“Gifted for Service in God’s Work”
1 Corinthians 12

Main Point: Members of the church are uniquely gifted to serve together in the Lord’s work.

Realities about unity in the diversity of spiritual gifts in the church:
Gifts of the Holy Spirit exalt Christ (1-3).
- Spiritual experiences and signs and wonders are not exclusive to Christianity.
- Discerning the true work of the Holy Spirit is critical in the work of the church.
   Apparently, the church in Corinth had raised some questions related to spiritual gifts, and Paul 
did not want them to be uninformed about this important matter. He reminded them of how they 
had been led astray in idol worship. He knew that spiritual experiences, utterances, and even 
signs and wonders were a part of pagan worship, so he wanted the church to be able to discern 
the Spirit of God from the spirit of the enemy. In discerning the spirits, the primary indicator that 
Paul pointed to was whether or not Christ was honored and confessed. While a meaningless 
confession that Jesus is Lord is — in the end — meaningless, the intent in Paul’s instruction 
here is a true confession that is seen in true fruit that exalts and honors Jesus Christ. Any true 
gift of the Holy Spirit that is operating in the power of the Holy Spirit will exalt and honor Jesus.
1. What are some examples of spiritual experiences and signs and wonders that are not 

Christian? What have you seen or read about related to this reality? Who is behind these 
experiences and signs and wonders? How does this reality provide a warning to us about 
spiritual experiences?

2. How do you see an emphasis on spiritual experiences and signs and wonders in the 
Christian church today? Is this good or dangerous? Why, or why not?

3. What’s more important in our faith: How we feel (what we experience), or what we believe 
(confess)? How does this passage answer that question?

4. Why is knowing God’s Word so critical to being able to discern the spirits?

There are many spiritual gifts, but it’s important to know that (4-11) . . .
- They are all given by God (4-6);
- They are all given for the common good in the church (7); and
- They are given according to God’s will for your purpose in his work (8-11).
   For Paul, God himself is the example for his church. The triune God — Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit — is the perfect example of unity in diversity. The three, unique persons of the Godhead 
existing eternally in perfect unity as the One, true God. God is the one who gives gifts, assigns 
service, and empowers the work! The church should be grateful for the variety of gifts that God 
gives it! Paul also wanted them to know that the various gifts in the church have been given for 
the common good. God’s design for gifts in the church is for building up the church for the work 
of ministry and for the protection and the nurturing of the body of Christ for the work of Christ! In 
other words, your gifts are for the common good of the church! Additionally, your gifts are given 
individually and specifically to you according to the very will of God for your life. That means that 
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every gift matters. Every individual believer is needed. Every member of the church has a God-
given purpose in the church.
1. Discuss the Triune nature of God. What does God’s nature reveal to us about God’s design 

for his church?
2. If spiritual gifts and any work of service in the church is empowered and enabled by God, 

what does that mean about every gift and work of service in the church? Is it valuable? Is it 
important? Why, or why not?

3. If you are in Christ, you have been given gifts in the Holy Spirit! Do you know what they are? 
Take time to share and to encourage one another. Share the gifts you see in others in your 
group, as well as what gifts the Lord has given you.

4. What does it mean that your gifts are for the common good? How are you using your gifts 
for the common good in our church right now?

In the Spirit, we are one body: The church (12-13).
   To help the Corinthian‘s visualize this reality in their church, Paul likened the church to the 
human body. He noted that although the human body is made up of a variety of members 
(hands, feet, legs, head, ears, etc.), the members of the human body are all connected together 
as one body. “So it is with Christ,” Paul said. Believers have been baptized into one body. The 
distinctions of Jew or Greek and slave or free no longer mattered. Through the spirit, believers 
are one in Christ. The human body is a beautiful, physical representation of the spiritual reality 
of the body of Christ, which is the church!
1. Do we still try to keep some lines of division in the church today? If so, how, and why? What 

can we do to keep moving towards our oneness in Christ in our church?

You are the body of Christ and individually members of it (14-30).
- God arranges the members of the body as he chooses (14-20).
- God connects members of the body for the purpose of unity (21-26).
   Paul continued to use the illustration of the human body to help the Corinthian believers 
understand God’s design and purpose for spiritual gifts in his church. If one member of the body 
considers another member of the body more important than they are, discounting their own 
significance doesn’t make them any less a part of the body! In fact, if all the members were the 
same, there won’t be a body. There would only be a member of a body (eye, ear, hand, etc.), 
which is useless on its own. What’s Paul’s point? The individual members of the body are all 
important, and God has arranged them and chosen them for a specific purpose. At the same 
time, no member of the body can say that it doesn’t need another member of the body. The 
body as a whole needs every member. God’s design is that the church would embrace this 
understanding as it relates to membership, realizing that we are all individually members of the 
body of Christ! This understanding leads to an appreciation for all members and for protection of 
every member. This is God’s design for creating unity in the body, allowing various spiritual gifts 
to bring us together with appreciation rather than to divide us with jealousy.
1. Have you ever been guilty of discounting significance of your spiritual gifts because you 

thought other’s gifts were more important? Share, and discuss. Based on these verses, 
what’s wrong with that? Why is your spiritual gift(s) significant?

2. Have you ever been guilty of discounting the significance of others gifts because you 
thought your gifts were more important? Share, and discuss. Based on these verses, what’s 
wrong with that? Do you need to apologize to someone this week and encourage them by 
recognizing their significance to the body of Christ?

3. What member of the body of Christ has God chosen you to be?
4. Close in praying for each other and for our church to be unified as the body of Christ!
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