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Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 
 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, ‘he sat down at the right hand of God’, and since then has been waiting ‘until 
his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.’ For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,  
‘This is the covenant that I will make with them 
   after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
   and I will write them on their minds’,  
he also adds, 
‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’  
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
(What follows is an outline of a sermon for your use. Feel free to use whichever parts you find 
helpful, and substitute, add, or delete as you wish.) 
 
(Greeting) 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
This morning, on this Waking Together Sunday, we celebrate our connectedness as nearly 200 
congregations throughout the Eastern North Dakota Synod. I thank you for the invitation to be 
here this morning as your preacher, and I thank God for the way we are connected through our 
Synod and through the power of Jesus who has knit us into one in the body of Christ. 
 
(Introduction: Share a bit about yourself and your congregation or ministry context) 
 
(Engaging the Text) 
The Gospel for this morning has Jesus standing outside of the Temple proclaiming to his 
disciples that it will soon be torn down. He issues a scary vision of the future, a day when nation 



will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various 
places; there will be famines, and more and more as the final days draw near. 
 
Clearly an uplifting text for a celebration of our life as Church together and an easy pitch for your 
guest preacher to knock it out of the park! 
 
But, in all seriousness, standing with Jesus, hearing these prophecies about the end of 
everything is truly is a perfect place to reflect on why it is that we continue to gather as God's 
people across Jesus’ Church on Earth. 
 
The writer of Hebrews begins in this same place. The author of this letter was addressing 
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. These Christian women and men did not have it easy; they 
were heavily persecuted. For them, any given day might seem the end of the world. Facing trials 
and tribulations, they must have wondered, would it be safer for us not to get together? What is 
the point of being with one another anyway that we would risk such danger to gather in one 
place? 
 
The writer of Hebrews replies, “Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 
“All the more as you see the day approaching.” 
 
Fast forward to today, and we don't have to look very far to find things that make us wonder why 
we ought to gather together. There is so much death, decay, and destruction around us that we 
very well might fall into despair. What is the hope in coming to this building? What is the 
purpose of sitting in these seats, saying these words, singing these songs, hearing this old text, 
eating this simple meal? What difference will it make? How will this gathering save us from 
danger, bring meaning, or rescue us from the neverending change around us? Is this sanctuary 
even safe? Will we find here together even more risk? Why be Church together? Wouldn't it be 
better if I were to go it on my own? Hold on to what's mine, and protect it for safekeeping? 
 
We gather in the name of a God who believes in the power of getting together. So much so that 
God came to dwell among us and be with us, “Immanuel.” Jesus ate at tables with friends and 
strangers who soon became friends. He stayed as a guest, walked the road side by side, 
together with his people. He went to the cross to bridge the Great Divide that God and God's 
people would never be apart again. 
 
Jesus’ life is a model for us of what it is to be a community of faith, Church together. Jesus’ 
death and resurrection opens for us the way to gather with one another in God's presence 
despite doubt and objections. The Holy Spirit makes it possible for us who are different in so 



many ways to be together as one. Luther's explanation of the third article of the Creed describes 
this power of the Spirit, who:  
Calls us through the gospel, 
Enlightens us with her gifts, 
Makes us holy, and keeps us in the true faith; just as she calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes 
holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps us together with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. 
 
We walk together in faith all the more as we see the day approaching. 
 
What does this walking together look like? 
 
(Walking Together Stories: Feel free to choose to include one, two, or all three stories of faith in 
community from around our Synod.) 
 
(EaND Synod Story #1) 
Here in our Eastern North Dakota Synod, it looks like a rainy Sunday afternoon in Fall. At 2pm 
the members of South Sudan Lutheran Church fill the building of Elim Lutheran in downtown 
Fargo. One by one those who gather greet each other with big smiles. Soon music fills the air, 
and worshippers raise their praise to God in the language of their hearts, the language of home. 
Though they have each been newcomers, strangers in a strange land, they have grown a new 
sense of home by gathering together as a community of faith. That Sunday afternoon, proud 
parents came forward to witness God's tangible presence through water and Word as seven 
children became members of the Body of Christ through Holy Baptism. Those gathered prayed 
and promised that the newly baptized will one day know the hope and joy of being together and 
belonging to God through life's journey. 
 
We walk together in faith all the more as we see the day approaching. 
 
(EaND Synod #2) 
Elsewhere in our Eastern North Dakota Synod, it looks like a lake camp in the off season, 
invaded by dozens of high schoolers from several congregations. They come to the Synod's 
Senior High gathering to be together, to hear words of hope and encouragement--God's Word, 
to provoke one another to love and good deeds and figure out what it means to be Christian in 
our crazy world. In a darkened amphitheatre, their voices rise, singing in unison a song of faith, 
strengthened by their solidarity, they are met with the call of God to carry this message to a 
world who desperately needs to hear it. When they return to cafeteria tables and locker rooms 
they will be the change Jesus intends as his kingdom draws near. Lit or rekindled around the 
campfire ring, these young people's light shines in our communities. 
 
We walk together in faith all the more as we see the day approaching. 
 
(EaND Synod Story #3) 



Extending beyond our Eastern North Dakota Synod, walking together looks like villagers 
gathered around a brand new water well in a community in the Central African Republic. With 
the heat of the sun beating down upon them, the people chatter until a voice calls the others to 
prayer. Thanks be to God, they pray, for the gift of water springing up to give life. Thanks be for 
the safety to drink without getting sick. Thanks for the availability of water near our homes. 
Water to bathe, to tend plants, to cool us, and to baptize. Thanks be to God also for the well that 
is Jesus’ love, springing up in is to eternal life! In that moment they give God thanks too for the 
people of faith gathered halfway across the globe who trust and believe that, though we are far 
apart, we are walking together with God. 
 
(Tell a positive story of faithful community that you've witnessed in your own congregation.) 
 
(Conclusion) 
So, what are we to do as we stand with Jesus, looking up at the temple? As we process the 
news that this will all one day be gone? We do what Jesus showed us to do. In the face of great 
struggle, in the midst of deep joy, with all that we lack, and everything we've got, we gather 
together at the Holy Spirit's call. We walk together, in faith, hope, and love, trusting Jesus every 
step of the way, as we continue to become the Church God has made us to be. All the more as 
we see the day approaching. Amen. 


